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AMMAN (J-T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
hu deplored the disunity and 
l^k of coordination among 
Arab countries and called on 
pan- Arab institutions to steer 
^ay from weaknesses result- 
rag from the state of affairs in 
the Arab World. 

Jlie Crown Prince also cal- 
led on Arabs to step in and 
help the Palestinians, who 
are “now fedng a situation of 
want and in need of assist- 
ance.” 

In a speech delivered at a 
meeting of the Arab Thought 
Forum (ATF) in Ratut, 
Morocco, the Crown Prince 
said Arab disunity and the 
lack of coordination and con- 
sultations, “particularly that 
Arab Summit meetings have 
been indefinitely post- 
poned,” were threatening the 
work of pan-Arab institu- 
tions. 

‘The Arab League is the 
l^t living symbol of Arab 
and Islamic unity and there- 
fore it is incumtent on us to 
work out a plan for our 
aspired-foT future,” the 
Crown Prince said in the 
address, delivered on his be- 
half by Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Nabulsi. 

' The Crown Prince ^dso said 
the Arab measures were 
seeking social justice and 
“not social propaganda,” and 
efforts should be exerted to 


reestablish a “base of hope 
and joy in a fruitful future in 
which ail citizens could par- 
ticipate in the process of cre- 
tivity and innovation as well 
as affiliation to the Arab Na- 
tion.” 

Following is the text of the 
Crown Prince’s speech: 

May God's btesing and 
mercy be tq>on you, 

1 am sending you kind 
greetings from Jordan, which 
has embraced the ATF 
the start. I am delighted to be 
addressing your audience to- 
day in Morocco's capital 
Rabat, which is dear to all 
our hearts. I am pleased to 
send you Hashemite greet- 
ings fr^ the land that enjoys 
the blessing of God and from 
the mountains of our country 
which is close to the city of 
Jerusalem and its Aqsa Mos- 
que. 

Your gathering follows a 
prolonged break caused by 
the crises witnessed by the 
Arab Nation and comes at 
the threshold of looming 
events e^qpected to cause ma- 
jor political, social and eco- 
nomic transformations. 

Out of a feeling of respon- 
sibility and trust to which we 
have been committed in re- 
spect of the nation and its 
various questions I would Uke 
to present to you my own 
ideas about issues of destiny 
because you represent the 
elite of the nation's scholars 
and intellectuals and people 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Rahma Bint A1 Hassan re- 
turned home after a two- 
day working viat to the 
kingdom of Morocco vriiere 
the Princess represent^ 
HU Royal Highness Crotvn 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
at the general assembly 
meeting of the Arab 
Thoi^t Forum in Rabat. 
Princess Rahma was met at 
Amman airport by Crown 
Prince Hassan, Her Royal 
Hi^ness Princess Sarvatfa 
and the Moroccan ambas- 
sador in Jordan. 

During her brief vUh, 
Princess Rahma delivered a 
speech at the opening ses- 
sion of the forum's meeting 
where ^ conveyed to the 
gathering the best wishes of 
the Crown Prince for the 
success of their proceed- 
ings. She addressed in her 
speech the issue of de- 
teriorating Arab relations 
and ways of achieving at 
least a minimum level of 
Arab solidarity. 

The Princess also hosted 
a lunch in honour of the 
participants of the meeting. 

who uphold responsibility. I 
hope that you will deeply 
scrutinise these ideas and 
come out with riews that 


N. Yemeni leader warns 
against foreign intervention 


Coadrined agency dispatches 

AS THE United Nations de- 
liberated further aaion over 
Yemen's civil war. President 
'Ati Abdullah Saleh warned 
.Tuesday he would not toler- 
.ate any imposed fbrei^ in- 
'tervention in his country. 

In a speech at Sanaa Uni- 
versity, Mr. Saleh did not 
rule out foreign partidpation 
but said his imprimatur must 
be won before any action was 
taken. 

“Whatever the dedsions 
are they r^uire approval by 
us. the main party.” he said. 

Mr. Saleh claimed the 
south was breaching cease- 
fires to provoke international 
involvement in the nearly 
■t^o-montb-old conflict, 
•which is believed to have 
claimed thousands of lives. 

“We will not bow to any 
•force in the world,” Mr. 
‘Saleh said, to a supportive 
.audience of about 500 resi- 
dent Arab intellectuals. 
“They (the south) want from 
'tbe ceasefire violations' to 
bring international forces 
into Yemen.” 


The south wants foreign 
ceasefire monitors, but the 
north fears a foreign presence 
would bolster the south's 
secession, which was de- 
clared May 20. Since tbe war 
erupted May 4, Mr. Saleh has 
rejected ail suggestions of 
foreign involvement. 

No foreign nation has rec- 
ognised the breakaway gov- 
ernment led by former Vice- 
President All Salem Al 
Beidh, althou^ it is believed 
to have the tadt support of 
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf 
states. 

The Gulf bloc has pushed 
for United Nations involve- 
ment in the crisis. The U.N. 
Security Coundl Monday be- 
gan deliberations on a possi- 
ble resolution involving a 
new ceasefire call, obsemrs 
to monitor it, and resumption 
of political dialogiue. UN. 
peace efforts led by former 
Algerian Foreign Minister 
Lakhdar Tbrahimi, who bro- 
kered an end to Lebanon's 
1975-90 dvil war, collapsed 
last week. 

Mr. Saleh’s forces have 
taken most of the country. 


fordng the secesaonists to 
retreat to Aden, tbe coun- 
try’s laigest port and econo- 
mic capital, and the eastern 
desert province of Hadhra- 
mant on the Saudi border. 

Mr. Saleh has vowed to 
take Aden at whatever the 
cost and in his Tuesday 
speech said he would never 
accept Yemen's partition. 

“^A^atever the (interna- 
tional) decisions,, were and 
regardless of how many, it b 
not possible, it is not po»ble 
that we accept sepuntion,'' 
Mr. Saleh said. 

Six ceasefires, the most re- 
cent on Saturday, have col- 
lapsed within hours vdth ea^ 
si^ accusing the other of 
being tiie first to shoot. 

Mr. Saleh called on Saudi 
Arabia — although not by 
name — to stay out of the 
confiicL Mr, Saleh's 
have accused Saudi Arabia of 
backing the south with fund- 
ing for weapons purchases. 

“Why dem't they respect 
our wiU just Uke we respect 
theirs. Why don't they stop 

(Coull—wl M page 5) 


Korean presidents to 
hold summit July 25 


PANMUNJOM, Korea 
(Agencies) — The presidents 
of communist North and 
capitalist South Korea agreed 
on Tuesday to hold a historic 
summit next month, breaking 
a half-cennir>' deadlock in 
poisoned relations on the di- 
vided peninsula. 

Negotiators meeting at the 
heavily-fortified inter- 
Korean border agreed that 
South Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam -and North Ko- 
rean leader Kim Il-Sung 
v^uid meet for a three-day 
summit from July 25 in the 
North Korean capital, Pyon- 
gyang- 

The two Kims will be the 
frrst Korean heads of state to 
meet since the peninsula was 
'divided by the allied victors 
of World War II in 1945. 

“This is a historic agree- 
ment. It will go a long way 
towards resolving pending 
issues ... and easing tensions 
on the peninsula,” a Seoul 
government spokesman said. 

“The precious fruit we 
reaped today will serve a* 


foundation for ... ending the 
history of national division 
and moving towards peacefiil 
reunification.” he said. 

“The two sidK agreed to 
hold the summit in the s^rit 
of peace, reconciliation and 
co-existence he said. 

He said Seoul and Pyon- 
gyang officials would meet on 
Friday at Panmunjom to 
worit out practical details for 
the summit. 

Despite the euphoria. 
South Korea is determined a 
summit will not be held at tbe 
expense of concessions over 
international demands for in- 
spection of North Korea's 
nuclear industiy. 

South Korea and allies sus- 
pect Pyongyang of develop- 
ing a nuclear arsenal. The 
North denies the charge but 
has blocked International 
Atomic Energy agency 
(IAEA) inspectors from 
making full checks of its 
ostensibly civilian nuclear 
plants. 

, The agreement followed 
ei^t hours of sometimes 


contentious negotiations be- 
hind closed doors in Panmun- 
jom, inside the demilitarised 
zone that separates die two 
Koreas. 

The summit negotiations 
have been seen as a litmus 
test of North Korea's willing- 
ness to cooperate in settling 
international tenrions. 

The pre-summit talks 
turned into an indirect en- 
counter between the two 
presidents themselves, calling 
the shots from in fcont erf 
their TV sets. 

The talks were being tele- 
vised live throjwh closed cir- 
cuits to the ofn^ of North 
Korea's Kim Il-Sung, 82, in 
Pyongyang and Kim Young- 
s', 66, in Seoul, officials 
here said. 

South iKorea’s state-run 
KBS station was commis- 
sioned to send sound and 
pictures from a camera 
trained on the negotiating 
table at the “Peace House” 
on the southern side of tfab 
border hamlet to Kim 
Young^m's Seoul office. 


The lunch was attended by 
the Moroccan minister of 
state and the minister of 
education, in addition to 
forum members and other 
invited guests. Dr. Abed 
Al Aziz Hijazt, former 
Eg^tian prime minbter, 
delivered a word of thanks 
to the Princess on behalf of 
the forum members and 
conveyed their gratitude 
and appreciation to the 
Crown Prince for his sup- 
port over the years. 

Princess Rahma had left 
Morocco earlier this morn- 
ing and was seen off at 
Rabat airport by the 
Moroccan minister ^ cul- 
ture, a 'representative of 
the Moroccan Royal Court, 
the secretary genera! of the 
Arab Thou^t Forum, and 
tbe Jordanian ambassador 
in Morocco. 

The general as^mbly re- 
sumed its meeting this 
morning, when Dr. Nabul- 
si, member of the forum 
board of trustees and bead 
of the administrative com- 
mittee, delivered a ^weeb 
to the meeting on behalf of 
the Crown Prince., (see 
Mf) 

would serve as a new dawn, 

long awaited by aO of us with 

(Canahiacd on page S) 


Palestinian 
shot dead; 
Israeli 

stabbed 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian 
broke into a private home 
and opened fire Tuesday, 
killing a fellow Arab accused 
of collaborating with Israel 
and wounding three others. 

In a separate incident, an 
Israeli man was stabbed and 
seriously wounded while fix- j 
ing his car in a Jewish neigh- 
b^hood of East Jerusalem. 

The anny identified the 
Palestinian killed in Tul- 
karem, a West Bank town 
still under Israeli milita^ 
occupation, as Hussein 
Mahmoud Abu Salim. 

Arab reports said that 
assailants snuck into the 
house and that soldiers later 
took away the body and the 
three wounded. One of tiK»e 
wounded, Kamil Mohammad 
Abdulin Nori, 28, was in 
serious condition, the army 
said. Tlie others were injured 
iighdy. 

Abu Salim was the fourth 
Palestinian slain as an infor- 
mant since the start of self- 
ruie in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho in 
May. Over 800 have been 
slain in previous years, with 
human rights groups repon- 

( CunrtuuHl ea page 9 
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Al Hussein born to Prince Abdullah and Princess Rania 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah Ben Al Hussein and Princess Rania Al Abdullah 
had their first child on Tiiesday. IBs Majesty King Hussein 
named the boy Al Hussein, a communique issued by the 
Royal Qhiit said. 

Kii^ Hussein sent a message to Prince Abdullah 
congratulating him on Al Hussein's birth and voicing his 
happiness and joy. 

King Husein voiced hope that Al Hussein's birth be a 
good omen for the Royal f^ily and that he will inherit all 
die good deeds and characteristics of all those Hashemites 
who have carried his name throughout hi^iy. 

Their Royal Highnesses Prince Hassan, the Regent, and 
Princess Sarvath on Tuesday viated Prince Abdullah and 


Princess Rania at the Hussein Medical Centre and con-, 
gratuinted them on the birth of Prince Al Hussein (sec 
photo)* 

Prince Abdullah sent a letter of thanks and recognition 
to King Hussein and Her Majesty Queen Noor in response 
to His Majesty's letter of congratulations. 

In the letter. Prince Abdullah express^ his sincerest 
thanks and recognition to His Majesty for the letter of 
congratulations. Prince Abdullah asked God to make tbe 
anra of Prince Al Hussein a blessing to the nation, ^noe 
Abdullah asked God that the child be raised under Kji% 
Hussmn's benevolent guidance and during his continuing 
rei^ — “so to take of His Majest)r's manner — to be as His 
Majesty likes, a knight of the knights of Bani Hashem.'* 


Peace in 3 years or war — Rabin 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) -- 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin was Quoted as 
saying on Tuesday mat unless 
Israel and Syria made peace 
within tiinee years, he would 
recommend spending huge 
sums on the army to^nepare 
for a possible war. 

Israeli opposition leadeis 
accused Mr. Rabin of whip- 
ping up war fears last week 
with a similar comment they 
said was aimed at preparing 
the public for far-reaching 
concessions on the Israeli- 
occupied Golan Heights. 

“If within two to three 
years there is no agreement 
with the Syrians. I recom- 
mend changing the order of 
priorities and injecting huge 
sums of money into the army 
in order chat it could prepare 
for the possibility of a war,” a 
parliamentary official quoted 


Mr. RaNn as celling a dosed- 
door committee meeting. 

Nearly three years of peace 
talks have stalled over the 
Golan Heights. 

Syria inrists on a full Israeli 
withdrawal. Israel has 
offered.at least- phased, par-, 
tial withdrawal but only v^n 
Damascus agrees to “full 
peace” with open ‘borders, 
trade and diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

Many Israelis oppoire mak- 
ing any “concessions” to 
Syria on the plateau that tow- 
ers over the Sea of G^lee in 
northern Israel. Mr. Rabin 
has said any concessions 
would be put to a r^eren- 
dum. 

Asked by opposition lead- 
er Benjamin Netanyahu if his 
remarls about war were not 
01-advised, Mr. Rabin told 
parliament’s foreign affoiis 


and defence committee: “I 
have a feeling that my deo- 
larations most worry tbe Sy- 
rians. 

“From the end of ’93 I 
cannot recall such a large 
quantity of weapons reaching 
Syria and so advanced — 
hundreds of T-72s tanks, not 
an insignificant quantity of 
mobile artillery.” 1^. Rabin 
wa^uoted as saying. 

“The president of Russia 
said that they would continue 
to sup^y spare parts because 
of their commitments to them 
(Syria) and that if Syria is 
able to meet the payments it 
owes Russia totalling Si I bil- 
lion. they will also supply 
SA-10 missiles.” 

Mr. Rabin's remarks at ibe 
closed meeting contrast 
sharply vrith bis public com- 
ments to reporters afterwards 
when he insisted there was 


“nothing new” in Middle 
East countries arming them- 
selves. 

Mr. Rabin said he ex- 
pected U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher to 
make another shuttle trip be^ 
tween Israel and Syria in 
mid-July. 

“I imagine that the Amer- 
icans will not come with 
proposals. We also do not 
want that. The Amerkans 
can relay positions, but if the 
Syrians don't reach a more 
serious level of dialogue, 
there will not be progress.” 
he said. 

Air Force commander Ma- 
jor General Herzl Bodin^r 
was quoted in the Israeli daily 
Davar on Tues^y as sayiiig 
that tbe Syrians bad recently 
renewed their arms trade 
with Russia, buying spare 
parts at this stage. 


Self-rule talks resume on upbeat note 


EREZ CHECKPOINT, 
Gaza Strip (Agencies) — 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
resumed autonomy talks 
Tuesday, and tbe top PLO 
negotiator said Yasser Arafat 
would come to Jericho in 
mid-Jufy if Israel guaranteed 
him fr^dom of movement. 

Israeli negotiators said 
Tuesday they were ready to 
talk about a quick expanaon 
of self-rule to the rest of tbe 
West Bank. 

“I think our whole govern- 
ment is united in the view 
that we have to speed up the 
processes, that we have to 
move them up as much as 
possible, though we shouldn’t 
do anything h^ty,” said Yos- 
s) Sam. Israel's chief nego- 
tiator. 

Mr. Sarid, tbe environ- 


ment minister, denied reports 
that Prime Minister Yitztok 
Rabin wants to wait and see 
bow autonomy works in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho b^ 
fore transferring civilian au- 
thority in tbe rest of tbe West 
Bank. 

Mr. Sarid spoke after a 
meeting with PLO chief 
negotiator Nabil Shaath at an 
Israel-PLO liaison centre just 
inside Gaza where Israeli 
troops and armed Palestinian- 
policemen mingl^. 

Dr. Shaath said be would 
recommend Mr. Arafat come 
to Jericho once he is able to 
freely cross ffie border and 
move between Jeridio and 
Gaza without being stopped 
by Israeli soldiera. 

This would be possible, he 
said, when Israel bad com- 
pleted construction of bonier 


tenninals at crossings into 
Gaza and Jeridio and once 
Palestinians could travel 
along “safe passage” roads 
betu^n the two autonomy 
zones. 

Under the autonomy 
accord, four safe passage 
routes through Israel should 
link Gaza a^ Jericho, but 
Israel has not completed 
security arrangements for the 
roads yet. 

Dr. Shaath said the Israelis 
told him construction of tbe 
new terminals would be com- 
pleted by July 15. Israeli offi- 
dals confirmed the King Hus- 
sein Bridge terminal was ex- 
pected to be ready by mid- 

“As soon as we see these 
things implemented, I would 
be ve^ happy to recommend 
heartily for him to come," 


Dr. Shaath sajd. 

Dr. Shaath said that after 
he toured Jericho earlier this 
month he had reccmimended 
to Mr. Arafat that the PlX) 
leader stay away a while lon- 
ger. During that visit. Dr. 
Shaath encountered several 
problems with Israeli troops 
who restricted his movement 
and at one point disarmed lAs 
escorts. 

“I was really disturbed by 
what I saw in Jericho.” Or. 
Shaath said Tues^y, adding 
that he did not want to see his 
boss subjected to similar ex- 
periences. 

Mr. Sarid said the exact 
date of Mr. Arafat's arrival in 
the autonomy zones would be 
“much clearer" after the 
PLO chief meets July 7 in 

(Coatfamed on page 5) 


Red-Dead canal — a prioritv for Jordan 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

ONE OF the first thin^ that 
JMdan would like to find out 
from Israel when negotia- 
tions begin next month is the 
frite of an ambitious plan to 
pump Red Sea water to raise 
the level of the Dead Sea in a 
project that would involve 
desalination, hydroelectric 
power generation and region- 
al development. 

Hie project is one of the 
centrepieces of Jordan’s 
approach to solving the chro- 
nic water shortages of the 
Kmgdom, Tbe Palestiniaiu 
and Israel — all of whom, 
technically, share the Dead 
Sea. 

' It is also part of an en- 
^isioned Integrated economic 
and social development of 
tile Jordan lUft Valley in 
peace time, benefitting all the 
three, said Munther Hadda- 
din, a senior Jorthuiian peace 


negotiator and the King- 
dom's lop-most expert on wa-‘ 
ter. 

The Red-Dead canal is one 
. of the items in the sub- 
agenda for negotiations 
agreed between Jordan and 
.Israel in Washingttm early 
this month. li falls within the 
contmet of Israeli-Jordanian 
discussions on development 
of water resources, co^ra- 
tion In a regional context, 
protection of resources and 
development of the Jordan 
Rift Valley among other 
things. 

lire canal projea is the 
first item listed under propos- . 
als to develop the Jordan Rift 
Valley. 

While the Israeli agree- 
ment to include the project as 
a topic for discussions could 
be construed as an implicit 
acceptance of the proposal, 
Jordan would like to be offi- 
dally informed of the Jewish 
state's views. Dr. Haddadin 


said. 

Israel bad a plan to raise 
the level of the Dead Sea but 
with water from the 
Mediterranean. That plan 
was raised during tbe mid- 
80s. only to be reportedly, 
shelved at that time following 
Jordanian objections after 
the Kingdom let it be known 
to the international commun- 
ity tiiat the concept of such a 
project was not exclusive to 
Israel. 

But the declaration of prin- 
ciples signed by Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in September 
specifically refers to the Med- 
Dead Sea canal project with 
no mention of tte Jordanian 
proposal — another glaring 
shortcoming resulting fitim 
the lack of Jordanian- 
Palestinian coordination in 
the peace process. 

However, in a meeting in 
Peking in October of tbe 
multilateral working group 





Mouther Haiiilftiiln 

on water, Israel said it was 
shelving its project. Howev- 
er, it responded to Jordan's 
proposal for a Red Sea-Dead 
Sea c^al with a similar plan. 
It was proposed with a 
“Peace Valley Project" au- 
thored by Israeli Foreign 
Minster Shimon Peres. 


Subsequently, an agree- 
ment was reachied in the Pek- 
ing meeting that the World 
Bank would finance a feasi- 
bility study on linking the 
Red Sea with the Dead Sea. 

Ram Chopra, head of the 
Middle East division of the 
World Bank, reaffirmed the 
agreement during a visit to 
Jordan this month and said a 
feasibility study on the 
was one of the regional 
“megaprojects” that the 
bank was supporting. 

However, he did not make 
it clear whether the study 
would involve the Jordanian 
proposal or the Israeli ver- 
sion or a combination of 
both. 

Dr. Haddadin said a feasi- 
bility study would cost b^ 
tween $2 million and S3 mil: 
lion, and the canal couid t^e 
up to 10 years to build. 

Dr. Ha^adin said Jordan 
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Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, WF-DNESPAY, JUNE 


.S. urges Israel to 
heed Hebron report 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Tbe United States on 
Monday uiged Israel to fol- 
low tbe recCHnmendatioiis of 
die official investigation into 
the massacre of Muslim wor- 
shippers at a mosqoe in Heb- 
ron in February. 

In addition to folding that a 
Jewish settler acted alone in 
the Feb. 25 shooting at tbe 
shrine, in which more than 30 
Mndim worshii^rs were kil- 
led, the report recommended 
several steps to prevent re- 
currence of such an incident. 

**We don't have any judg- 
ments about the specific find- 
ings,” State Department 
spokesman Mike McCurry 
told reporters. 

“We do know diat die re- 
port recognises that the au- 
thorities should do every- 
thing they can to prevent 
such horrendous acts from 
occurring in die future, and it 
makes specific recommenda- 
tions to diat effect, and diose 
recommendations clearly 
merit foil consideration,'* he 
said. 

In repofting Sunday that 
the settler, Baruch Gold- 
stein, had acted alone and 
was the sole peisoo re^nsi- 
ble for the IdlUngs, the com- 
mission also found that sever- 
al paramilitary border guards 
were not at their posts and 
cited shortcomings in metal 
detectors at the gates to the 
shrine. 

In addition it recom- 
mended that the anny’s 
open-fire orders be darifi^, 
and that Israelis should be 
barred from carrying 
weapons at the shrine. 

Mr. McCurry said tbe Un- 
ited States could not judge 
the spedfics of the report 
“because we didn't go and 
independently assess those 
facts.'* 

**Ceitainly there's nothing 
that we are aware of that 
would dispute the essential 
findings, wt it's not our place 
to render a judgment on a 
report that has been con- 
ducted by the government of 
Israel,** he said. 

Asked if the State Depart- 
ment considered the matter 
dosed, Mr. McCurry said: 
"The matter is not dosed 
because violence continues in 
tbe territories.** 

He also stressed the need 
to continue implementing an 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 


Organisation (PLO) agre^ 
ment granting Palestinians 
self-rule in Jeridio and the 
Gaza Strip. 

Syrian radio diarged Mon- 
day die Israeli report into tbe 
mosque massacre 
whitewashing the govern* 
meat and die annv was pre- 
pared before Goldstein even 
opened fire. 

*The inquiry*f report was 
prepared in advance well be- 
fore Barudi Goldstein com- 
mitted his crime with tbe 
oocmeration of other settlers 
and protected by the Israeli 
army,'* Radio Damascus 
said. 

It said its accusation was 
bas^ on Syria’s long experi- 
ence with Israel and because 
tbe crimes and massacres 
perpetrated by laaelis in the 
past a century have been 
justified." 

The radio warned that the 
decision to whitewash the 
goyemment and army “de- 
spite all die witness state- 
ments to the contrary*' 
threatened the Palestinian 
people and tbe Middle East 
peaw process. 

The Israeli report said: 
“Dr. Goldstein is solely and 
entirely responsible for the 
massacre. 

“Tbe evidence shows with- 
out any doubt that he carried 
out the massacre aJQnc« with- 
out any collusion from his 
family, other settlers or sol- 
diers. 

Only the army was criti- 
cised for “shortoomings in 
coordiiiation and the level of 
discipline’’ at Ibrahiini Moa* 
que, where Goldstein, in 
army onifonn, gunned down 
worshippers before being 
beaten to death himself. 

Tbe Democratic and Popu- 
lar Fronts for the Liberation 
of Palestine (DFLP and 
PFLP) also denounced the 
inquiry's findings on Monday 
saying it gave settlers the 
g(>-ah^d to cany out further 
attacks on Palestinians. 

In a joint statement in 
Damascus the two groups, 
who are opposed to the peace 
process, said “tbe report 
shows there is a correlation 
between the legal powers and 
the government's polides." 

It gave “settlers and the 
occupying forces the green 
light to carry out more mas- 
sacres of the Palestinians,'* 
tbe statement added. 


Iran says ships fly its flag 
to beat Iraq embargo 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran has 
told the United Nations that 
it has seized ships carrying 
goods to Iraq which were 
illegally flyng the Iranian flag 
to beat U.N. Gulf war sanc- 
tions against Baghdad. 

Iranian media reported the 
complaint on Tuesday when 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati, addressing Iran's 
complex relations mth Iraq 
in a published interview, said 
Ba^idad should choose be- 
tween friendship with Tehran 
and supporting the opposi- 
tion Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
group. 

Iran's IRNA news agency 
said U.N. Ambassador Kam- 
al Kharrazi informed 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Gfaaii that in recent months 
Iran had seized a number of 
Iraq-bound non-Iranian car- 
go ships in Arvand Rud — 

(he Iranian name for Shatt Al 
Arab, the border river which 
is Iraq’s main gateway to 
Gulf waters. 

Some were firing the Ira- 
nian flag without authorisa- 
tion. Others had wrongfully 
declared Iranian ports as 
their destination, said Mr. 

ECharrazi in the letter dated 
June 24. 


“Iran has resorted to li- 
mited measures in Arvand 
Rud in order to curb these 
activities which not only 
violate Iran's sovereignty and 
territorial integrity but also 
the international sanctions 
against Iraq," Mr. Kharrazi 
said. 

Tehran has repeatedly de- 
nied Western reports that it 
allows cross-border trade 
with Iraq in violation of eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed by 
the United Nations after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. . 

That invasion caused a 
break between Iraq and con- 
servative Gulf Arab states 
which had backed it in its 
1980-88 war with Iran, 

“It is true that some coun- 
tries of tbe region are trying 
to cause tension in Iran-lraq 
relations,” Mr. Velayati told 
Abrar newspaper in response 
to a comment that some Arab 
countries were trying to 
undermine Tehran-Baghdad 
ties. 

The minister named no 
country, but Iran is in dispute 
with the United Arab Emi- 
rates over possession of three 
Gulf islands and with Saudi 
Arabia over the pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 



SIFi IN ROME Ttaiiaa Preddeot Oscar Qniriiide Falace in Rome. Mr. Sifi is on an 

Scalfruo <ri^) speaks witli A^erian Prime official visit to Italy wxiiciini to boost bilateral 
Minbter Mofcdad Sfi <m Tnmday at foe rel^ions (AFP phko) 

Aden residents living on 
their wits to survive siege 


ADEN (AFP) — Terrified, 
weary, desperate for water 
and shelter from the dady 
shelling, Aden residents are 
living on their wits to survive 
the dege of their dty by 
northern troops. 

As temperatures soar 
above 40 degrees Celsius (104 
degrees Faluenheit), tbe top 
priority for tbe 500,000 resi- 
drats has bectMne seanfr for 
water. 

Tbe city’s main pumping 
station was badly damaged 
three weeks ago in a northern 
bombing raid, and since then 
the hunt for water has been a 
constant battle. 

^ camel-back, foot or 
by car residents arrive at tbe 
pumps canying any object 
thd can be us^ as a water 
container. Even after lining 
up at one of the dty’s wells, 
die water still has to be boiled 
before it can be drunk. 

“About 90 per cent of the 
population spends its time 
looking for water,” said 
Stephen Tannock„ a hygiene 
export from tbe International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

Aden hospital director 
Abdullah Hafr^ said: “It's a 
miracle.. there has been no 
outbreak of an epidemic 
yet." 

Even tbe doctois at tbe 


city’s many dtspensaries have 
qmt their posts to look for 
water, ensuring that the ser- 
vice, set up under tbe former 
sodalist authorities, is not 
running at foil-steam. 

Frederique Chapois frxnn 
tbe diarity Mededns Sans 
Frontieres said about a quar- 
ter of the doctors were no 
longer at woric. 

Fbel is also scarce with 
most siqifdies having been 
requisitioD^ by the army 
aking vnfo cars and lorries. 

Northern troops loyal to 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
have kept op a relentless 
bombardment of tbe south- 
ern stronghold since June 11 
in which about A/00 dvilians 
have been IdUed and about 
IJQOO wounded, according to 
an AFP toll bas^ on hospital 
figures. 

Thousands more, living in 
wooi^n honses on foe side of 
a volcanic mountain over- 
looking foe port, are at foe 
mercy of norfoem gunners. 

Ttra is only enough room 
for 10,000 peo{rfe in foe city's 
shelters, others have to rely 
on their own resources. 

Some, residents in tbe 
norfoem Sheikh Osman area, 
which has come under fre- 
quent attack, have created 


makeshift shelters by packing 
sandhay aiound a room in 
their house. Those living in 
shanty towns have taken to 
squatting on building sites. 

Others have simply fled, 
moving further into foe heart 
of the dty or foe Crater 
district, which is afforded 
some protection by foe bilk 
snrroiuiduig it. 

Here schools overflow with 
refugees, several families 
crammed together in one 
room. 

But for most there is no 
escape. Tbe airport has been 
dosM to international flints 
since foe war erupted on May 
5 between Mr. Saleh’s forces 
and troops loyal to his south- 
ern rival Ali ^em AI Beidh. 

The dosest port is Djibouti 
across foe Gulf of Aden, but 
even if Yemenb manage to 
get a passage they cannot 
enter tbe African port with- 
out a visa. 

Among foose desperate to 
esctq>e are young men trying 
to avoid foe c^-up. Most 
stay at home avoiding militia 
roadblocks that crisscross foe 
dty. 

ftis not even safe to hide in 
a hearse, for here they search 
everything induding foe cof- 
fins. 


Palestinians to handle tourism 


JERICHO (Agencies) — 
Israeli Tourism Minister Uzi 
Baram said on Tuesday he 
expected Palestinians would 
take charge of tourism in foe 
West Bank town of ^th- 
lehem, birthplace of Jesus, 
within months. 

Mr. Baram, visiting histor- 
ic sites in the Palestinian self- 
rule area of Jeridio, said he 
wanted to meet Bethlehem 
Mayor Elias Freij, a member 
of foe Palestinian authority in 
dia^ of tourism, to discuss 
setting up joint ventures on 
the Dead Sea. 

Asked when he believed 
Palestinians should take 
charge of tourism. Mr. 
Baram, a member of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s 
Labour Party, said: “In ^th- 
lehem, in another few 
months. No more than that." 

Under a broad peace’ 
agreement signed in 
Washington last year, Israel 
must transfer control of tour- 
ism in ail of the West Bank 
within months from the start 
of self-rule in Gaza^and 
Jericho. Palestinian self-rule 
was launched last month. 

Israeli tourism officials 


estimate: ' that up to a million 
tourists visited Bethlehem's 
Church of the Nativity last 
year. By comparison, more 
than half a million tourists 
visited Jericho's 9.-000-year- 
old ruins. 

Mr. Baram said Israeli and 
Palestinian businessmen were 
ready to begin developing 
hotels on foe Dead Sea. He 
said under an Israeli- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) economic 
accord negotiate in Paris. 
Jordan would also take part 
in developing the area for 
tourism. 

Mr. Baram visited Jeridio 
in a show of support for the 
Palestinian authority a day 
after his government lifted a 
ban on tourists entering the 
self-rule area. 

Uzi Baram visited the 
area's historic sites accompa- 
nied by Israeli and Palesti- 
nian security guards. 

“Jericho is a very good 
tourist destination, and we 
would like close coopera- 
tion.” with the Palestinians, 
Mr. Baram said. 

He said he did not think 
there would be any more 


closure, which were “for 
security problems and done 
by the ministry of defence.” 

For the past three weeks 
and until Monday, tour buses 
coming to Jericho were sent 
back ^ Israeli soldiers who 
said Jericho was unsafe. But 
there have been no reports of 
violence in foe town since the 
start of self-rule in mid-May. 

More than 500 tourists 
have poured into foe small 
oasis since the army opened it 
up on Monday. 

“I received complaints 
from the Palestinians, 1 spoke 
with Rabin and we solved foe 
problem,” Mr. Baram said. 

Ibrahim Jadallah, in charge 
of tourism in Jericho, wel- 
comed Mr. Baram, noting 
■that the first tourists were 
arriving after nearly two 
months. 

Mr. Jadallah said 600 tour- 
ists visited Jericho on Mon- 
day and he hoped the average 
of 1(X) buses per day would be 
restored soon. 

“We hope streams of tour- 
ists will come to Jericho be- 
cause the city's economy is 
mainly based on tourism.” 
Mr. Baram said. 


Battle of 
fatwas 

DUBAI (AFP) — Rival 
northern and southern 
Yemeni forces are uang fot- 
was or religious decrees, 
issued by Muslim leadeis of 
both panes, to justify con- 
tinued fighting in their 
bloody dvil war. 

In foe north, the powerful 
Idamic movement Al Islab, 
Much backs President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, sees the con- 
flict as a “jihad** or holy war 
against the “atheists** foe 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP) 
in die sonfo. 

Shdkh Abdullah Ben Hus- 
sein Al Ahmar, Al Islah lead- 
er, told journalists recently 
that the war between north 
and south was “a holy war 
that must not be stc^iped, 
even if it costs a million 
lives.” 

Sheikh Ahmar, also speak- 
er in the northern -dommated 
parliament, repeated in his 
name a fhtwa issued pre- 
vioody tty Abdul Wahab Al 
DaUami, another Al biah 
leader. 

Sanaa Radio broadcast foe 
fetwa, whidi declared tiiat “a 
ceasefire in the war against 
the is a gainat Talamie 

Sharia (law)." 

Sheikh Dailami, a pit^es- 
sor at Sanaa University, 
advocated “the continuation 
of foe jihad agaii^ foe seces- 
sionists, including women 
and diDdren.” 

His appeal was repeated by 
imams, or prayer traders, in 
Sanaa mosques during Friday 
prayers. 

But soufoern mullahs close 
to tbe YSP immediately con- 
demned the northern fatwa 
as “heresy.” 

Southern mullah Said Ati 
Nour responded with anofoer 
televised fatwa, calling on 
Yemenis to “put an era to 
this frntriddal war” and re- 
mindmg tiaem that foe Koran 
forbids “brother Mnslims” to 
kill each other. 

However, other mullahs in 
the southern Hadramawt 
imiyince issued a statement 
calling on southerners to “use 
their legitimate rij^t of self- 
defence” to “push back foe 
(norfoem) invaders.” 

Tbe statement, broadcast 
on Radio Aden, added: “Our 
religious and national duty 
tells us to carry out a just 
fig^t against foe forces of 
evil, who ptunder our wealth 
and attack our honour.” 

Abdul Rahman Al Bffri, 
appointed vice president of 
the breakaway southern 
state, used Friday prayers in 
Aden's principal mosque to 
condemn “the call to murder 
innocent women and diil- 
dren.” 

But Mr. Jiffri, head of tiie 
moderate Islamic Party 
Lrague of foe Sons of Ye- 
men, called for calm from the 
^tfaful who demanded re- 
venge attacks on northern 
residential areas. 

He said AI Islah was “re- 
gressive.” YSP leaders have 
accused foe movement of 
protecting members of foe 
shadowy fundamentalist 
group Jihad, which has car- 
ried out attacks on southern 
targets:- 

Mr. Jiffri also diallenged 
northerner Sheikh AbduL 
Majid Zendani to a televised 
debate on the war of the 
fatwas. 

Sheikh Zendani is a mem- 
ber of foe presidential oouncij 
at Sanaa, as well as being foe 
leading theorist of Al Islah 
and a declared enemy of 
southern “atheists.” 

Mr. Jiffri said the debate 
would be re fe r e ed by the 
prindpal theological authority 
for Sunni Muslims — Sheikh 
Gad Al Haq Ali Gad Al 
vice chancellor of Al Azhar 
univeisity in Cairo. 

Sheikh Zendtmi has not yet 
risen to the challenge. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arab countries to discuss Yemen KUN^ 

KUWAIT CTTY (AFP) — Foreign 
Arab oountries are to meet In Kuwmt ot offidil'' 

discuss foe two-month-old civil war in 
agency KUNA said. TTk meeting grouping 
^^.Cooperation Council (GCQ ^ 

Syria hadbeen due to take place Mond^nut^ 
poaixned "becaose of poGtical etorts to solve ^ ™n-hi2n' 
said. Tlie eight indufoog the si* Arab 

Kuwait, <SSn. Qatar, Saudi Arabia wd ^mted ^ 
Emirates — form of foe Damascus Decl^tion set up at 
tile end of the Gulf war in Mardi 1991> 

Kurdish leaders meet in northern Iraq 

ERBIL (AFP) — Rival Kurdish leadeis ag^d Monday^ 
set up a joint oommission to try to solve differen ras wmcn 
have pitted their factions in northern Ii^. A sta ^ra t 
from the Iraqi National Congress (INQ ^d 
Baizani, leader of tiie Kurdistan Democratic Party (KUr) 
anH his rival Jalal Talabani, head of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), met in Erinl in northera Ir^Th^ 
agreed to stop waging hostile press campaigns agai^ era 
otiim, and to set up the commission due to rtOT wofo 
Wednesday, tbe statement said. More than IW peofM 
have died since tiie banning of May in dashes wnira 
brote out ater a private feud. The two men met two 
agn in Thrkey in an initiative set up by Ankara to end the 
hostilities. The INC, whicfa groups movements oppo^ fo 
Baghdad, *i*^ attended foe meeting, tbe statement added. 
The rfa«h<^ have virtually qfot Kurdisb-controlled nofth- 
em Iraq into two areas. The area was set up the 
baddngof a U.S.-led coalition at foe end of tbe Gulf war 
Felmiary 1991. 

Police wound fugitive Egyptian suspect 

ASSIYUT (AFP) — Police on Monday shot and wonnd^ 
in foe bicfc a nuiiwwT oa the run from prison in a gun battie in 
soutiiem Egypt, police said. Anwar Mohammad FarghaU,* 
26, shot at po^ in the vitl^ of Kabab, near Soh^ in 
Upper ^ypt where he bad been ‘'hiding in tbe fields,” 
tii^ added. He (^>ened fire and security forces shot b^. 
He was taken to bo^^tal for treatment. An automatic rifi.e 
and bullets were foo^ in his possession. Six security 
officers bad been called to ^ve witness statements to the 
prosecutors office, pdice added. Upper Egypt, ai^ csp> 
cially Assiynt and Mbag, 500 Idloinetres from Cairo, are 
stron^iolcfe for militants who have waged a two-yeu 
campaign to topple the secular government of PresideDt 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Lyricist Mamoun Ai Shinnawy dies at 80 

CAIRO (AI^ — Lyridst Mamoun Al Shinnawy, wlm 
wrote songs for foe greatest singers in Aralric of te 
generatkm, died Moiiray ater a two-week bout wifo 
paeumonia. He was 80. The Cairo Newspaper Al Gomhur- 
ia said Shinnawy also suffered internal bleeding in foe lunp 
in fais last days. Shinnawy wrote lyrics for more than 1,000 
songs in his long career, for among otiiers foe superstars 
Mohammad Abdul Wahab and Om Kaltboom. The poet 
began as a jouniaUst and was femous for intricate imagery 
evoked in ample colloquial Arabic. He was also known tor 
a triting sense of humour. Shinnawy is snnnved by three 
daughters and four sons. 

U.S. to pull most staff from Mogadishu 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The United States has decided 
to pull the majority of its diplomats out of Mogadishu ' 
because of renewed fighting between Somali dra, the 
State Department said Mtmday. “A anail numbCT of 
essential peismmel at this point will, remain behind in 
Afogadishn,” said dq»rtnient spokesman IVfike McCony. 
luting between ri^ dans in Mogadishu has not yet 
dii^y affected U.N. installations, bm a U.S. dvih’an has 
been wounded and foe U.N. headquarters is in foe line of 
fire, Mr. MbCuny said. Mr. McCuny said the U.S. 
government fears the current ceasefire will break down. 
Tbe evacuated dipkanats will ctmtimie to woik on Somalia, 
but ^m the saf^ of Nairobi, Kenya. At least 30 peop^ 
died in fitting over tiie weekend and tiiree U.N. solfoersT 
were wounded. 

Iran restaurant closed over veiled woman- 

TEHRAN (AFP) — banian authorities have dosed down 
aJayianese restaurant in nortbeni Tehran after it refused to 
serve a woman dressed in foe traditional black vefl, a 
newspaper said Monday. In a letter published in tbe daily 
Kayhan, Interior NGni^ Ali Mofasunmad Besharati said 
Setyoa restaurant, in an affluent residential neighbourhood 
ancf frequented mainly by foreigners, had been ordered to 
dose pmanently brause it “violated Teiamic jaws."- 
Kaj^ian said tiie testaurant manager had recently pre- 
vented a woman wearing the black chador and her husband 
from joining ofoer customers in foe main salon, a*iring 
tiiem to dine in his office. ^ 

S. Arabia orders satellite dishes dismantled : 

RIYADH (AP) — Saudi Arabia's Interior Ministry 
ordered residents to tear down their satellite dishes within a 
month in a statement broadcast by the offidal agency SPA' 
Monday. Saudi ministers first banned the imoort or 
r^u^re of satellite dishes in March after complaints 
by religious lea^rs. Now residents are banned from 
owning dishes. “Owners of satellite dishes or associated 
equipment era re-export them abroad within a month ” foe 
rtatement s^. Anyone f^n^wning or importing a dish 

tfannonf" 500,000 rivals 

(S^.OOO to $180,000) and foe confiscation of the dish the 

Interior Ministry will now choose which of the Sellite 
progr^mes ^ct Saudi “religious and social values” 
and arrange for them to be shown on cable tel^on 
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Jeddah (.SAI 


13:85 Cairn CMS) 

13:38 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

15:05 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PI) 

1*528 AI{lh.tv(AA| 

tadIO Pariv. Damascus (AF) 

21:15 Betnil (MEl 

2li30 OuhaMEM) 

23:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

DePARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Torminal 1) 

11:15 Anisicnlam. New York (RJl 

11*30 Rimu! (RJ) 

11:35 Berlin. London (RJ) 

•2s®® Casa Blanca. Tunis ( RJ ) 

i'^anbuKRjj 

t^-‘® BciruKRJi 

ColomN«(Rj| 

“ Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba. Cuin»(Rj) 

Riyadh(Rj) 

•••; Delhi (RJ) 

22rt0 Caleutta. Bunekolc ( Rj) 

Duhai(RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

JJ!?! Beirut. Piiris(AF) 

;■ J , •^‘’mer.AZ) 

• • k.rn.ie.m-Vi 

Cairo (MSI 

•■•*38 Abu Dhabi (CiFi 

•®»iS Abu Dhabi. Karachi (p|) 

Algien>.Shiin|ah(AAi 

£5 - DuhuKEM) 

®®*2S Amsierdam (KL) 


HIJAZ RAM 
TRAIN 

Bep- Aamu . . K;iiiia.m cv 

(^■Bubbcb 5.111p.m. c» 
Dep.Danaactts T.Ulamc 
Afr.Amm .... .S.njp.m g 

market PR 

UpTKr^iwef priev /;j 

Apple 

Apricots . . 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammari . 

Carrot ... 

Cobra 

Cherry 

Cauliflower 
^umbers (large) 
C)Kumlx-rs(«n'jH) 

cggpkini 

I'n 

Garlic 

Grapes 

Lemon - 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 
Mulukhiah 

Okra 

Oraaise ... 

Qni:n(Ur.j 

S».e-.t 

^•ppcrih-w) 

^'Pper(«wvvl] 

Potato 

Peuebes .. 

Tiunaco 

Siring beans 

Watermelon .... 
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VOLUNTEER WORK: Her Royal High- 
ness PriDcess Basina Tuesday chairs a 
meetii^ of the Amman Inner Wheel Club 
to discuss the club’s programmes, pro- 
jwts and foture plans. The Aincess is the 
‘-a -’'•CD*. of club. The club’s 

' ' ' jOdiniiiistrative committee members, who 
Jm^ with Princess Basina at the Queen 
Vj’Alia Fund for Social Development (QAF), 
stressed the importance ^ develofung 
cooperation with QAF in the area of social 


£gypti 


lansusju 


voluntary woric, particularly in develop- 
ing women's training and rehabilitation 
programmes to enable them to support 
thdr family income. The Inner Wheel 
Club conducts projects beneflting poor 
families throughout the country. The 
club’s administrative committee includes 
Ayna Al Tayeh, Ilham Ghantous, Jane 
Dallai, Anas Saket, Nuha Azzam, Fatima 
Abu Jaber and Rii^ Jallad (Petra photo) 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government Tuesday 
announced changes in the 
information services, 
appointing Chief Editor of 
Sawt AI Shaab daily 
Hashem Khreisat as direc- 
tor of Radio Jordw, and 
oppointing the outgoing 
director Fayez Qudah as 
adviser at the information 
ministry. 

The government is the 
majority shareholder in this 
Arabic daily, which has 
been suffering financial los- 
ses over recent years. 

• The Council of ^nisters 
on June 14 had announced 
the appointment of Ihsan 
Ramzi as director general 
of the Jordan R&dio and 
Television Corporation to 
succeed Radi Al Khas who 
resigned earlier this year. 


Mr. Ramzi had served as 
director of programmes at 
Jordan Television and 
Radio before going to 
Oman where he was head 
of the Omani Radio’s prog- 
rammes department. Later 
he joined the London- 
based Middle East Broad- 
casting Centre (MBC) and 
served as its director gener- 
al until his appointment in 
Jordan. 

Also Tuesday the gov- 
ernment announced its 
acceptance of the resigna- 
tion of Abdul Salam 
Tarawneh who was serving 
as advisor at the informa- 
tion ministry to become 
editor of Sawr Al Shaab. 

Mr. Khreisat, a former 
president of Jordan Press 
Association (JPA), bad 


worked for many years in 
Al Ra’i Arabic daily, and 
Mr. Tarawneh, a fonner 
.official at Radio Jordan, 
had in 1988 and 1989 been 
editor of Al Dustour daily. 

The announcement came 
at the end of a regular 
Cabinet session chaired by 
Acting Prime Minister 
Thouqan Hindawi. 

The statements said the 
government has appointed 
Hosam Abu Ghazaleh, Jor- 
dan's ambassador to Au- 
stria, to serve also as the 
Kingdom’s non-resident 
ambassador to Slovakia. 

The government gave its 
consent to a truest by Al 
Farid establishment to 
issue a weekly periodical 
under the title of Hawadeth 
Al Sa'aa (events of the 
hour). 





Minister Tourism and Antiquities Moham- Bank delegation <m the country’s eflorts to 
^ ! mad Adwan Tuesday briefs a visiting World develop its tourism industry photol 

World Bank pledges $500,000 
r to tourism development 





piiS 


! AMMAN (Petra) — A 
; World Bank delegation, cur- 

* rently on a visit to Jordan. 

* Sunday pledged SSOO.OOO to 
1 support studies and plans to 
: develop the tourism sector in 

* Jordan. 

The delegation members. 
1 who met with Tourism and 

- Antiquities Minister Moham- 
mad Adwan, promised to 

•' provide assistance to Jordan 
i to help it develop and prom- 
; ote traditional industries as a 
■ means of supporting income 

- and providing job opportuni- 
i ties. 

Dr. Adwan briefed the 

* group on Jordan’s tourist 
1 attractions and explained that 

- tourism is one of the coun- 
; tries' major industries in pro- 


viding job opportunities and 
supporting income and in 
heli»ng to solve many econo- 
mic and social problems. 

The minister said a corn-* 
prehensive peace should have 
a great impact on the various 
sectors in the region, adding 
that tourism will be one of 
the sectors most affeaed by 
peace. 

He stressed that the gov- 
ernment directs special atten- 
tion to the tourism sector and 
works diligently to foitber 
develop it. 

Dr. Adwan emphasised the 
importance of cooperation 
between the public and pri- 
vate sectors and the ongoing 
consultation on the best ways 


to encourage tourism-related 
investments. . 

He said the ministry pro- 
vides an official umbrella for 
the private and public sectors 
to work out a national tourist 
policy designed to encourage 
investments. 

He added that the ministry 
also seeks to update legisla- 
tion and rules to encourage 
investments in tourism. 

The delegation expressed 
its readiness to present an 
integrated work plan, de- 
sign^ to attract and encour- 
age tourism investments in 
Jordan. 

The meeting was attended 
by the Ministry Secretary 
General Ghassan Al Mufleh. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Palestinian envoy decorated 

AMMAN (PWia) — Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs TaJai Al Hassan Tuesday 
decorated Palestinian Ambassador in Amn^ 
Al Tayyeb Abdul Rahim with Jordan’s Inde- 
pendence Medal of the First Order, which was 
inferred upon him by His Majesty King 
Hussein. The decoration took place during a 
luncheon hosted by Mr. Al Hassan to honour 
the arabassator on the occasion of the end of 
[his tour of duty in Jordan. 

Music academy graduate first class 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising for Her 


Majesty Queen Noor, Minister of Higher 
Education Rateb Al Saoud Tuesday attended 
the graduation ceremony of the first class of 
students from the Jordanian Music Academy. 
Dr. Saoud presented certificates to the 14 
graduates «^o completed four years of post 
secondary education in muac. The academy 
was established in 1989 to promote music^ 
awareness and prepare specialised musicians. 
Attending the graduation ceremony were 
chairmen and members of the academy's 
board of directors and trustees, the academy's 
dran and the teaching staff, in addition to 
invitees. 
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Irbid road accident death toll rises to 29 


By Rana HusseiiU 

Spedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The death toll 
tirom Monday's tragic road 
accident in Irbid has risen 
to 29. a Gvil Defence De- 
partment report said. 

Four more people died in 
Irbid and Amman hospitals 
Tuesday as a result of in- 
juries sustained in a colli- 
sion between two buses and 
a tractor on the Amman- 
Irbid road over Al Naimeh 
inteiscction. ' 

The dead include: Salem 
Abu Hashem (42), Manal 
Farhan (23), Majd Murad 
(6), Mohammad Murad 
(8). Bassam Rousan (36) — 
bus driver — , Sultan Bani 
Hani (30) — bus driver — , 
Ahmad Jaradat (50) — ' 
tractor driver — , Han'a 
N i m r i ( 25 ) , Saoud 
Ma'aytah (J8), All Mustafa 
(15), Hassan Rousan (60), 
Samira Sarhan (40), 
Mahmoud Yousef (10), 


Nariman Suleiman (21). 
Reem Abu Aoun (22), 
Bassem Abu Ni'meh (30), 
Mohammad Obeidat (20^ 
Khufoud Dababneh (24), 
Ahmad A.M. Khatib (28), 
Akram Faram (42), Iman 
Sahouri (20), Lamis Mir- 
shed (40), Huda Mousa 
(40). Issam Btoush (25), 
Khuloud Nasser (40), 
Aydah Hussein (3), Suzan 
Ayash, Rasmi Yousef and 
one woman who was not 
yet identified. 

The accident was one of 
the worst in the Kingdom. 
Preliminary investigations 
by the Traffic Department 
showed that the driver of 
the tractor was driving on 
the right hand side of the 
road and started turning 
left to make a U-turn. The 
bus driver that was driving 
to the tractor's left side, 
according to Traffic De- 
partment sources, steered 
to the left in an attempt to 
avoid the tractor. 


At the same time another 
bus was coming from the 
other direction. 

liie tiiree vehicles met 
head on. The accident kil- 
led 29 people and injured 
another 94. 

Nasser Zubi, director of 
Princess Basma Hospital 
«4iere 33 casualties were 
admitted, told the Jordan 
Times that the hospital re- 
ceived six patients from 
Rosary Hospital in Irbid 
and 19 victims left hosfMtal. 

“We have few critical 
cases and some people are 
in the intensive care unit 
(ICU); hopefully they will 
survive,” said Dr. Zubi. 

He s^ the hospital was 
on full alert since learning 
of the accident, adding that 
the local community also 
contributed in saving lives 
by donating blood. 

Ibn Nafis HosfMtal re- 
ceived 19 casualties and 
four dead. A hospital offi- 


cial told the Jordan Tim^ 
that five people left hospit- 
al and five serious cases 
were truisferred to Prin- 
cess Basma and Prince 
Rashed hospitals. 

The Rosary Hospital re- 
ceived 29 casualties and six 
dead. A hospital official 
said the critical cases were 
transferred to other hospit- 
als and three people are 
still being treated. 

Most ^ the remaining 
injured were taken to 
Prince Rashed Military 
Hospital. 

Hospital officials de- 
cline to release any in- 
formation. 

The secretary of the Soci- 
ety for the Prevention of 
Road Accidents, Lina 
Sbebeib, told the Jordan 
Times that the society will 
launch an investigation to 
determine the cause of the 
accident. She added that 
the society is trying to con- 


tact the Traffic Department 
to cooperate in finding 
ways to prevent such dis- 
astrous accidents from 
occurring. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, who visited victims 
of the accident Monday 
evening, paid more visits 
Tuesday to the hospitals 
caring for the injured. The 
Regent spoke to several 
patients wishing them a 
speedy recovery. 

Toll rises to 32 

Jordan Television re- 
pOTted late Tuesday that 
the namber of dead from 
Monday’s road acddent 
' in Irbid has risen to 32. 
The names of the three 
additioiial deceased were 
not immediately avail- 
able. 


‘Dry land 

deterioration 

necessitates 

agricultural 

development 

strategy’ 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Because dry 
land deterioration, a five-day 
regional seminar will seek to 
draft a strategy for sustain- 
able agricultural develop- 
ment in semi-arid and dry 
areas, according to the Minis- 
try of Agriculture. 

Abdul Muti Tillawi from 
the ministry's Information 
Department told the Jordan 
Times that the meeting, sche- 
duled to start on July 3, and 
organised by the United Na- 
tions Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) regional 
centre, is expected to be 
■attended ■ Ji>y . representatives 
.of 33 nations.- ' 

The 180 delegates will dis- 
■cuss and review experiments 
by their countries in agri- 
cultural development and will 
examine prep^tions for an 
international conference on 
to be held in 1996, as 
well as measures to combat 
desert locusts and coopera- 
tion between FAO and coun- 
tries of the region in agricul- 
ture and food production 
te^niques, according to Mr. 
Tillawi. 

A document to be submit- 
ted to the participants for 
study points out that dry 
lands in the Near East region 
have been exposed to severe 
strain and have deteriorated 
because of the lack of natural 
resources, particularly water, 
according to Mr. Tillawi. 

He said the document calls 
on the countries of the region 
to draw up an integrated 
strategy to help maintain the 
soil and advance food pro- 
duction. 

In addition to working pap- 
ers. the delegates will study 
the FAO regional offices re- 
port on activities in the re- 
gion between 1992 and 1993 
and will study a declaration 
on food and nutrition in the 
Near East region. Mr. Tillawi 
said. 

The meetings will be held 
at tlw Forte Grand Hotel in 
Amman and will also be 
attended by delegates from 
the United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) and 
the United Nations Confer- 
ence on Trade and Develop- 
ment (UNCTAD) in addition 
to Vatican and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 


2-day work safety seminar opens 

Occupational injuries double in 10 years 


By EUa Nasnllab 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Occupational 
injuries over the past de- 
cade more than doubled 
from 6,012 in 1984 to . 
13,868 in 1993 while deaths 
resulting from workshop 
and factory aoddents rose 
to 63 in 1993 from 32 in 
1984, according to Kfinister 
of Labour Khaled Ghzawi. 

Addressiiig the opening 
session of a two-day meet- 
ing on occupational safety, 
organised at the Amman 
Chamber of Indus^ by the 
Vocational Training Cor- 
poration (VTC), tile minis- 
ter said die number of in- 
juries and deaths among 
workers rose with the 
growth of industry and 
businesses in the country 
over the past 10 years and 
cost Jordan nearly JD 6.5 
•million rising to some 
JD 18 million in 1993. 

Wilh'tiie'tiremendoas iii-^ 
dostrial and economic' de- 
velopment came significant 
grov^ in automation, the 
number of businesses and 
projects as well as an in- 
crease in the number of 
related acddents, said Mr. 
Ghzawi. 

To help instruct workers 
on taking precautionary 
safety mea»ires at factor- 
ies, the VTC has created 
the Occupational Safety 
and Heglth Institute 
(OSHI); tte Social Security 
Corporation (SSQ covers 
the cost of treatment and 
pays workers compensation 
in case of injury and dis- 
abUity, said Mr. Ghzawi. 



Vocational Training Corporation Direc- 
tor General Ahmad Atwan addresses the 


c^iening session of a twonday occupational 
safety seminar (Petra ]dioto) • 


OSHI, working in coop- 
eration with Lak^niLCol- 
lege in the Canadian pro- 
vince of Alberta, has laun- 
ched a four-year project 
which started in 1993 to 
promote OSHI and VTC 
services to workers in Jor- 
dan, according to Jean De- 
vlin, first secretary of the 
Canadian embassy in Am- 
man. 

Mr. Devlin told the Jor- 
dan limes that the Cana- 
dian International De- 
velopment Agency (QDA) 
is funding the project, and, 
together with OSHI and 
Iceland College e^its, 
is sponsoring its imple- 
mentation. 


VTG Director General 
Ahmad Atwan told the 
owning session that his 
office has created 16 train- 
ing centres for men and 12 
vocational training centres 
for women and set up three 
occupational safety and 
bealtii training centres. 

Mr. Atwan said that by 
the end of 1993 the VTC 
centres had trained 88,(X)0 
workers through long and 
short term courses. 

Organised in cooperation 
with the Industrial De- 
veloinnent Bank and the' 
SSC, the seminar is de- 
sign^ to raise the con- 
cerned parties* level of in- 
terest in occupational safe- 


ty measures and to pronn' 
ote coeperati<m between 
the local and international' 
organisations in workers 
issues. 

Dr. Atwan said several 
experts from Canada and 
Jordan will address the par- 
ticipants who will review a 
number of working papers. 

The opening session was 
attended by representatives 
of several concerned gov- 
ernment departments, the 
Armed Forces^ the Crvi] 
Defence Department 
(CDD), Jordanian univer- 
sities, toe United Nations 
D<^eirament Programme 
(UNDP) and other institu- 
tions. 


Transport sector calls for 4and ports’ 
to organise activities for truck fleets 


AMMAN (Petra) — Partici- 
pants in a two-day meeting 
on promoting the transport 
sector Tuesday issued a set of 
recommendations calling for, 
among other things, the crea- 
tion of a “land port” in Am- 
man and the other govemo- 
rates within an inte^ted 
plan to organise toe activities 
of land transpon fleets. 

A statement containing the 
recommendations called on 
the government to allow the 
private sector to set up major 
tran^XMt firms by merging 
the small transport com-' 
panics and introducing a rat- 
ings and classification system 
with rules governing trans- 


port companies’ operations 
with a view to raising the 
standard of services and 
promoting internal and exter- 
nal trade. 

The statement at the final 
session called for toe creation 
of a data bank at the Mini^ry 
of Transportation to provide 
information to investors and 
organise land transport op- 
erations. 

Die participants, who rep- 
resent^ public departments 
and transport unions as well 
as transport companies oper- 
ating in Jordan, ^led on toe 
government to conduct a 
comprehensive examination 


of legislations and regulations 
governing the transport sec- 
tor and to speed up work on 
toe creation of a proposed 
higher council for transport. 

They also urged the gov- 
ernment to re-examine the 
set of char^ rates on trans- 
porting go^, taking into 
account the actual operation- 
al costs and allowing for 
reasonable margins of profit 
for investors in toe transport 
sector. 

In addition, the partici- 
pants urged toe government 
to create an opportune di- 
mate for investors to launch 
ventures in the transport sec- 


tor such as granting toem 
exemptions from duty on 
equipment similar to other 
economic projects. 

• 

They asked the govern- 
ment to re-examine Jordan's 
agreements on land transport 
with neighbouring countries 
in a manner that would offer 
Jordanian truck owners a bet- 
ter competitive position. 

Transport Minister Samir 
Kawar had told the opening 
sesrion that Jordan’s 9,000- 
tnick fleet incurred losses 
estimated at SSOO million b^ 
cause of a decline in transport 
activities since the Gulf crisis 
began in August 1990. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


WORLD CUP USA 1994 

'if Arabic language video series of World Cup footoall 
itiaigfceg eatitfed “World Cup USA 1994” at toe 
Amolean Center Auditorium (4d)0 p.m. - SMI p.m.). 

CONCERT 

"it Concert at the Royal Culttiral Centra at SMI p.m. 

FILM 

it Fifan in English entitled “The Treasure of Amadra” at 
toe Phooifac G^ory for Art and Culture at 7:00 p.m. 

THIRD YOUTH THEATRE FESTIVAL 

i^ Dnutoi in Aralnc entitled **Thcre...oD the Other Side of 
toe Shwe” al toe Cultnral Centre al 7:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Rvhihitifta 1 ^ aitists Ttassan Abbood and Hadi Sa’id at 
toe Phooiix Gall^ for Art and Cnltnre (Td. 695291). 

it Pvhihlrinn by artist Bishara Al Nquar at the Oriaii 
GaOery for Fine Arts, Gairiens Str. (Tel. 698513). 

fr Exhibition of o3 paintinp by vtist Mohammad Abu 


Zraiq at Batadna Art Gallery (Tel. 6S7598). 

^ Exhibitioa of Jordanian-made fhrniture at the Jordan 
Inter.Continental Hotel (11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. and 
4:0^11KK) p.m.). 

^ Pla^ art exhibition by Abdullah Abu Asali and icenm 
Nseirat at the Royal Cnknral C«tre. 

^ Painting exhibition by Iraqi painters ’*The Pioneers 
Gnmp” at Al Ain Art Gal^ — Wadi Saora (Tel. 
644451) ^ 

it Painting exhibition by NaOaDeeb at the Goetlie-Ittstitut. 

^ Art exhibition oititled “The Form and Colour in the 
Arab Art Exhibitioa” by 16 artists from Jordan and Iraq 
at toe Spanish Cultural Centra. 

ir Exhibition by artist Mohammad Fradi at the Orfali Art 
Gdlery in Umm Uthdna (Td. 826932). 

^ Exhibition on the developnient of “Le Louvre” at the 
French Cnitural Centre. 

4 Famting exhibition by artist George Bahioiiri at AlBaloa 

Art GaUery (Tel. 720677). 

<r FaaOmg exhOdtion by Jordanian artist Abdnl Ra’uf 
Sham’onn at Darnt Al Fmiun of Ok Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation in Jabal Lnweibdeb. Also Otomog 
“permanent” exhibition of 56 Arab contemDorarv 
artists (Td. 643251/2). 


ACC loans 
farmers 
JD 5.5m 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Agricultural Credit Corpora- 
tion (ACC) has granted 
JD 5.5 mtlhon in loans to 
2,050 farmers during the first 
six months of this year, 
according to the ACC Direc- 
tor General Mohammad 
Abdul Salam Arabiyat. 

Mr. Arabiyat said that 
more than 80 per cent of 
these loans went to small 
formers in toe various parts 
of toe country. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
Mr. Arubiyat said the ACC 
has introduced a credit 
scheme for rural fomilies sup- 
ported by women.' The 
scheme, he said, aims to di- 
versify sources of family in- 
come, increase agriwitural 
production, and provide jobs 
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Compromise high on scale 


NEGOTIATIONS ON the Syrira-lsraeU track 
have entered, according to American ofiSdals, a 
“substantive stage.*’ While only a few peo^ 
seem to know “snbstantive” these nego^ 
tkms have beoMae, espedaDy in the absem of 
for mal and open between the two sides, it 
seems that befaind-tiie-scenes deliberations, spon- 
sored by the U.S. no donbt, are indeed taking 
place. Yet the tnUka seem to be still bogged dom, 
sgcplaSning the postptHiement of a fr^ to ^die 
region by U.S. Secr^ry of State Warren Christ- 
opher. 

' The declared portions of the two sides are far 
firom reflecfii^ the compiezity of the sitnatiai, 
they arein. While Imel sometimes hints that it 
ready to poO out of the Golan Hdghts for a fall • 
peace with Syria, the latter maintains that " 
Israel’s commitment to wididrawal shonld pre- 
cede any talk of normalisation of relations. On 
the other hand, while the U.S. is working to 
brieve the gap between the two countries and 
nudge them to sign a declaration of principles, 
they appear to be perpetoaliy engaged in a game 
of brinksmanship that goes beyond the immedi- 
ate issue of the occupied Go^ Heights. 

Israel does not just seek normal relations with 
Syria and certainly does not want to see these 
relations serving to improve Syria’s ties with the 
U.S. From Syria’s point oi view, good relations 
with the U.S., the o^y superpower left in today’s 
world, are more important than normal ties wkh 
I^ei, which remains merely a regional power. 

^ Syria knows that it will take a long time to alter ; 

or o&et the alliance be^een the U.S.': . 

and Israel. But if peace is vital for Ameridui.^ 
interests in-the area, then Syria, Syrian leader^ 
fliink, is as important to U.S. strat^c interests, 
as Isr^ is, if not more, given Syria’s position and 
rote in the Arab World and its rations with 
Iran. That is why perhaps Damascus appears 
more engaged at tte moment in negotiations with 
the U.S. than with Israel. 

Israel; in the meanwhile, gleefiii at the failings 
of the west’s Arab allies, wmiid not want to see a 
Syria assuming a leading role in tiie regional 
afitoirs of the Middle Israel is therefore 
wining to accept a Syrian role in Lebanon, but no 
more. 

In all cases, the U.S. realises the stabilisuig 
rote that a Syria which is at peace with lanel can 
play in the Triiole r^ion. Whaler the U.S. would 
finally choose to accept Syria’s yeamings. or ■ 
Israeli protestations will become dm only when 
WadUbjgton makes its next move in the region, 
which is expected to take place sometime in July. 

‘ Only lart week tiie Israeli prime minister,' 
Yitxhak Rabin, flexing musdes on a visit to the 
Gdan, warned Syria ^ ctoiming that Danuecos 
was acquiring sophisticated North Korean mis- 
sites. The U.S. did not react to RaMn’s daims. 
1^ indicates that the Americans would not 
cimdone Td Aviv’s new afl^ation nor condemn 
Damascus’ alleged acquisition of weapons. *Aiat 
fiirtlier pdnts to tiie U.S. we^hii^ its ^qitions 
and positionii^ Itself to lore both parties ii^ a 
compromise. 


A VERY ^irited debate . 
has been going on in Israel 
on a fundamental issue: the 
reason for the creation of 
the Jewi^ state, sparked 
by statements made by no 
‘ less a person than the Presi- 
dent of Israel, Ezer Weiz- 
man. 

The president was 
addressing gatherings in 
Jerusalem of two organisa- 
tions of ''diaspora" Jews, 

. the Jewish Agency and Uih 
. ' ited Jewish Appral, whidi 
have made gr»t contribu- 
_lions to the establishing of 
; ! Israel — political, diploma- 
■ dc and, pardcuiariy, finan- 
: ^ daJ — without which the 
. ' state may have never come 
i into existence (of which the 
present day Israelis do not 
Jike teing reminded). 

The president, who was a 
dashing fighter pilot in the 
. R.A.F. during World War 
' n. told the audience some 
very unpalatable truths. 
That as Jews, and Zionist 
Jews, they should not be 
living in the "diaspora" 
outside Israel, but should 
make “Aliya", emigrate to 
the Jewish state. And that 
-the ultimate objective of 
-^Israel was to complete the 
^nocess of “the ingathering 
^of the exiles” by hAving all 
of the Jews in all of the 
world, about IS million of 


them, settled in Israel. 

Tbe president went on to 
say that he knew his audi- 
ence would not like what 
he said but that he was H(A 
going to apologise for his 
words or dtange his opin- 
ion. Sticking to hb guns he 
said that he recognised the 
fact of tbe “diaspora," that 
Jewish communities had 
settled elsewhere, but that, 
as he put it; he could not 
"legitimise" the diaspora: 
Meaning that be could not 
approve of the fact of its 
existence. 

The fMurident knew ex- 
actly what the angry reac- 
tion to his words would be 
from tbe “diaspora" Jews, 
who quite simply rejected 
them, because bis views 
bad been expressed by 
David Ben Gunon, the tirst 
prime minister of Israel, 
soon after the establish- 
ment of the state by which 
time it bad already become 
clear that while Jews firom 
many parts of the worid 
w^d go to Israel very few 
would do so firom Europe 
or America. Being a tough 
and forthright man Ben 
Gurion went further and 
said that those calling 
themselves Jews who did 
not settle in Israel were 
really not Jews at ail. 

The u|»roar caused by 
Ben Gurion's words was 
tremendous and under- 


standable because he had 
accused tbe “diaspora” 
Jews of only rendering lip 
service to the Zionist 
causet and this soon after a 
period during whidi they, 
especially the Jews in the 
U.S., have laboured might- 
ily on behalf of the young 
Jewish state, particularly 
finandally, over the years, 
amounting to billions and 
billions of dollars. 

Such was the uproar that 
even Ben Gurion kept si- 
lent on this issue thereaf- 
ter. 


The “diaspora" Jews 
were and are particularly 
sensitive to the challenge or 
taunt in the words of Ben 
Gurion and President. 
Weizman because the im- 
migration figures of Jews 
into Palestine, and now 
Israel, prove irrefotably 
that even Zionist Jews were 
not drawn irresistabiy to 
Zion, their “Promised 
Land” by the strength of 
their Zionist fervour. And 
that, instead, those tigures 
increased only ^en the 
Jews in the “diaspora" 
were shoved, impelled, 
booted into the “Promised 
Land” by anti-Jewish 
forces in central and east- 
ern Europe. 


even when the gates to the 
“Promised Land” were 
open or half-open: as for 
instance during the long 
period of Ottoman rule. 
The Ottomans did not 
favour Jews settling in 
Palestine, thou^ ih^ did 
not mind them settling in 
Turkey itself, because they 
brought in money and en- 
terprise. They did not en- 
courage Jews to go to 
Palestine not because they 
were Jews but because dtey 
were East European “agi- 
tators.” In any case Jews 
ware always ^le to bribe 
tiieir way into Ottoman ter- 
ritories. (Indeed, the 
founding father of Israel, 
Theodor Heizl, used the 
“ablators" as an argument 
witii the rulers of Eurx^ to 
gain their support ftn* a 
Jewish state — that such a 
state would draii^off their 
dangerous Jewish agitators 
and terrorists). 


For many years and even 
centuries, Jews entered 
Zion only in thin trickles 


Hiere was no gi^t rush 
of Jews into Palestine even 
when the gates were held 
wide open for them by Brit- 
ish bayonets during the 
time of the post- Worid War 
I British mandate — which 
was the stated purpose of 
that mandate. The reluct- 
ance of Western Jews, like 
the present day members of 
the United Jewish Appeal, 
to go to Palestine/teuel 
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Peace dividend poses challenge for Syria 


By Kate Donrian 
Reuter 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustoor Tuesday criticised Turkey 
and other Muslim countries whidi offer the Iraqis lip 
service and take no practical steps to end the embargo. We 
bear the Turks announdng their desire to flush the^ml in 
the pipeline running to Turkey from the Iraqi oil fiel& so 
that the revenues could be usm to buy food and medidne 
for the Iraqi people, said Mohammad Kawash. Thb is a 
small and timid gesture that can by no means end the 
suffering of the Ir^i women and children, said the writer. 
What is required is a more daring and ccHiiageous step at 
tbe political level and a dear decision from Ankara to end 
tbe sanctions on Iraq, said the writer. He said many Islamic 
countries and some of the Arab states want to see an end-to 


DAMASCUS — Syria is 
: enjoying a mini-boom as a 
result of economic liber- 
alisation polides but some 
wonder if it is ready for the 
economic challenges that 
prace in the region would 
I bring. 

“Syria is a bit worried 
I about the peace process be- 
^ cause it is not yet ready for 
I the competition of open 
borders and free trade. 
They have some way to go 
yet," a diplomat said. 

Another diplomat quoted 
a Syrian ofRdal as saying 
that Syria was aware that 
peace would bring an end to 
tbe political struggle and 
.the beginning of an econo* 
mic struggle. 

After the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO) signed the broad- 
' based self-rule accord^th 
! Israel last September, Syria 
and Lebanon moved to set 
I -up a common market to 
P stand up to Israeli penetra- 
tion of Arab markets. 

llie Syrian economy is in 
;‘tfae early stages of reaping 
^.-the benefits of refonns that 
;.-are gradually erasing the 
''Soviet-style centralisation 


and nationalisanoos of the 
1960s. 

The Worid Bank esti- 
mates the Syrian economy 
grew at an average rate of 
seven to eight per cent dur- 
ing 19^19^. helped by a 
growing agricultural sector 
and a rise in oil production. 

Syrian Finance Minister 
lUi^ed Mahayni said re- 
cently that oil exports 
accounted for 54 per cent of 
revenue. Oil production has 
quadrupled firom 150,000 
rarrels per day (BPD) in 
the mid 1980s to 580.000 
BPD at the end of 1992. 

Defence spending 
accounts for roughly half of 
Syria's budget alk^tions. 
The latest budget passed by 
parliament this month for 
1994 earmarked 44 per cent 
of revenue set at 144 million 
Syrian pounds ($3.4 billion) 
for defence and security. 

Syria's central bank gov- 
ernor said last year that 
Syria could save 75 per cent 
of government expenditure 
which it now allocates to 
defence if and when peace 
with Israel comes. 


*economy. The ministry of 
trade says the private seaor 
accounted for 60 per cent of 
total trade in 1993. com- 
pared with 30 per cent in 
mid-1980s. 

But Syrian exporteis who 
once relied on trade with 
the former Sw'ei Union 
and Eastern Europe are fln- 
ding it hard to compete in 
other markets. 


The expansion of the in- 
dustrial base and a popula- 
tion growing at a rate of 3.6 
per cent annually have 
aggravated the power and 
water shortages that the 
country is now grappling 
with. 

Economic growth has 
also brought inflationary 
pressures. 


Recent monetary and 
foreign exchange reforms as 
well as a new investment 
law have revived private 
sector participation in the 


A recent proposal to app- 
ly a sin^e foreign exchange 
rate to imports and exports 
is expected to encourage 
more private sector ex- 
ports. This would set the 
Syrian pound's value 
against the dollar at the 
“offshore rate" of 42 
pounds. 

There have been other 
moves to gradually abolish 
the multi-tiered exchange 
rate but there is still no date 
for a full flotation and a 
foreign exchange shortage 
persists. 

Diplomats say another 
problem for the economy is 
that wealth is not evenly 
distributed despite outward 
signs of prosperity such as 
luxury cars and villas. This 
partly explains why the gov- 
ernment is reluctant to 
abolish subsidies 
altogether. 


In recent weeks, the gov- 
ernment granted public sec- 
tor woikers a 30 per cent 
pay rise and hiked the price 
of subsidised bread and 
fuel. Mr. Mahayni said this 
would lead to a public sec- 
tor deficit. 

Unemployment, running 
at seven per cent, is a 
potential problem. The 
World Bank estimates that 
up to 60 per cent of the 
population of nearly 15 mil- I 
lion is under the age of 20. I 

Strained relations with 
the West mean Syria still 
hss no access to Western 
aid funds, which Damascus 
says it does not want any- 
way. 

Wasifogioa has made dear toj 
DsmascQS a peace setdemenl ' 
with J s r a e 1; 
would lead to deepening 
economic ties with the West 
and access to international 
financial institutions. 


the Iraqi people's sufferings but they are afeaid to take any' 
step in that direction. Furthennore, be said, certain Arab 


states are encouraging the United States to maintain the 
embargo on the I^i brotheis at a time when we notice 
that European nations are launching contacts with Bagb- 
d^ to deal with Iraq in trade and economic fields once die 
sanctions have been lifted. 


LETTERS 

Why expand the ‘concrete jungle?’ 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dostour addressed the issue of drug 
abuse in Jordan, citing official figures, which say that 
between 6000 and 7000 are addicted to some kind of drugs. 
For years, we have been feisely reassuring ourselves t&t 
Jordu is free of drug addicts but suddenly we are told that 
we have so many young people who take drugs,- said 
Mohammad Daoud. The writer said that ^according to the 
official figures, many of the drug addicts or users are 
non^lordanians living in -tiie countiy. The time has come 
for the government to reexamine measures for allowing 
non-Jor£uiian workers to be empit^ed in the Kingdom not 
only because they deprive the local residents of job: 
opportunities but also because they bring in or help to 
spread the use of harmful drugs among the young, said the' 
writer. He said that by taking drastic action against Che 
non-Jordanian drug abusers and by adopting more efficient * 
methods to deal with the drug issue at the national level, 
the country would become a safer place for people to live 


To the Editor: 


1 HAVE been watching with sadness and astonishment 
the ch anges being made to the Sarh AI Shaheed (the 
Martyrs* Memorial). 

This wounderful elegant memorial, rising from the 
^ees, has always been a distinctive and evocative 
tribute to all those who died serving their country. 

Now these trees, which have stood for so many 
yean, have been cut down to make way for cement 
and tarmac. I do not doubt the good intentions behind 
these changes, but it is amazing that, in these days of 
heightened awareness of our surroundings, this nation- 
al treasure should be treated in this way. Why do we 
need to add to Amman's rapidly expanding concrete 
junde? 

What are the plans for the rest of the site? 


I am sure many would join me in hoping that the 

planners will put in as many trees as possible. 

This memorial is our heritage and we should be able 
to look at it with pride and pleasure to remind us of the 
sacrifices and the blood that was shed in honour and 
duty. 


Phtrida -Rwattaq, Said, 
Amman. 


77ie Jordan Times welcomes lettas and amtributktm fnm its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackk. Letters intended 
^puUkatiou, however, should emttain the wrrter*siuB name 
and prekraUy address as weiL Names can be withheld only 
upon request and under- spedd drcumstances. Letters are 
subject to editii^. Tike newspaper is not responsible for the 
return of unused manuscripts. 


was and is perfectly under- 
standable: They have pros- 
per^ wherever they set- 
tled and did not and do not 
want to exchange their 
comfortable existence for a 
new and possiUy mudi ies 
comfortable existence. 

Even the Jews of Eastern 
Europe in the past led 
hard lives as' peasants or 
artisans in Poland and Rus- 
sia did not want to become 
Aaan peasants toiting in a 
bot country like Palestine. 

The idea of Ezer Weiz- 
man, whose unde was the 
first pre^dent of Israel, of a 
total ingathering of all Jews 
into Isi^l, is immensely 
dangerous because if all of 
wDiro Jewry were to be 
squeezed into tbe narrow 
oMifines of Israel/Palestine 
' they must inevitably ex- 
pai^ — eiqilode outwards 
— in wars over land and 
water. 


And dangerous, too, for 
Israel because if all U.S. 
Jews emigrate to Israel that 
woidd mean the end of the 
American/Zionist lobby 
which at present maintains 
an iron grip on U.S. policy 
in die Middle East and 
keeps ripboning billions of 
dollars out of the U.S. and 
into Israel. 

And there is one group 
of Jews that the Israelis 
should not and increasingly 


By Kcrre -Ant<6ne Domiet 

Agence France Fresse 


TOKYO — Theresi^^on 
of Prime Minister Tsutemu 
Hata has prcHnpted a bitter 
power stnig^e in Japan, 
with no dear winner in ri^t 
after a weekend of man- 
oeuvres across the frag- 
mented political chess- 
board. 

The instability — in a 
country known for most of 
the postwar era as a bastion 
of political calm — 
threatens to worsen if the 
ruling coalition parties can- 
not unite and draw tbe 
Socialist Party back into tbe 
fold. 

This would restore tbe 
paiiiamentary majority the 
coalition lost two months 
ago. but political commen- 
tators said Sunday there 
were few signs of progress 
towards unity. 

Tbe crisis, two weeks be- 
fore the Group of Seven 
(G-7) summit of major in- 
dustrialised nations in Na- 
ples. again puts Japan in an 
awkward sitaation trith its 
main trading partners. 

Thou^ Mr. Hata will 
stay on as caretaker prime 
minister, Japan is likdy — 
as before in the 1990s — to 
be represented in Naples by 
an inexpmenced or politi- 
cally fra^ie leader at a time 
udien other G-7 countries 
will be looking to Toltyo for 
economic leadership in 
keeping with its industrial 
and finandal might. 

Despite assurances Mr. 
Han gave U.S. Presideiit Bill 
Qinton in a telephone con- 
versation on Sunday, diw 
uncertainty is sure to skm 
negotiations between the 
two aimed at reducing 
Japan's huge surplus in 
trade with the U.S. 

Japanese 'politic com- 
mentators were unanimous 
in their view that party 
leaders would make quick 
efibrts to select a new prime 
minister, possibly this 
week. That would limit the 
impact of the crisis on the 
economy, currently hit by a 
sharp and unwelcome rise 
in the value of the yen. 

Mr. Hata is a contender 
to succeed himself. The 58- 
year-old holder of several 
senior government posts 
before becoming prime 
minister two months ago 
has made dear his hat is in 
the ring. But it is no 
means certain he can get a 
majority in the lower 
house. 

The Social Democratic 
Party, which precipitated 
tbe crisis by withholding 
backing from Mr. Hata, is 
now being courted by the 
coalition and the opposirion 
Liberal Democratic Party 
I (LDP), fiirther to tbe right. 
Bigger than any single 
coalition party, the Sodai- 
ists appear to have the final 
say on the shape of a new 
government. 

For the next government 
to survive, analysts said, it 


must be based on a durable 
alliance as no one party 
commands a majority in 
parliament. Mr. Hata pres^ 
ided over a minority c^rinet 
after the SodaUsts quit tbe 
coalition on April 26. 

Behind tbe political con- 
furion, in many ways unpre- 
cedented ance the 
lies the unfinished realign- 
ment of party forces promp- 
- ted partly by the end of the 
cold war brought into 
the open by die election 
defeat of tlte LDP, whidi 
bad previoiisly ruled with- : 
out serious diallenge for 3S 
years. 

Yomiuri Shimbun, the 
largest drcniation newsp^ 

~ er, said a main cause of the 
crisis was the politidans 
acted out of personal in- 
terest rather tiian those of 
the state. Parties had lost 
their identities and seemed 
incapable of setting out 
dear objectives, it said. 

The newspaper rer^led 
that Frendi 18th century 
l^iflosopher Montesquieu 
had attributed the fell of the 
Roman Empire to similar 
ca u ses and oonduded: “llie 
same situation prevails in 
Japan today and to describe 
our politico diaos as 'con- 
fusion' is to underestimate 
its seriousness." 

Personal animosities 
played a considerable role 
in the Sodalists' departure 
from the coalition, lliey 
and members of anotiier- 
former coalition party cal- 
led Sakigake particularly 
resent the influence of 
Ichiro Ozawa, a former 
LDP heavyweight, now 
sfcreta^-gencral of Mr. 
Hatas Renewal Party. 

They accuse him of being 
an authoritarian “shogun of 
the shadows" pulling the 
Anngs in an anti-democra- 
tic way behind the scenes 
like the shoguns, who in 
past centuries ruled the 
country hi tbe name of the 
emperor. 

Sodalist leader Tomiichi 
Murayama said his paitv 
was ready to form a new 
coalition, and even at the 
^ of defections from 
Socialist ranks, its partner 
could even be the LDP 
which in its long reign was 

tbe target of bitter 

enmity, 

. LDP hrader Yohei Kono 




according to observers 
involve the Hata 
surviving with d^ 
r«xors from the two bie 

contain competing 
Oawa-s strategy is 

coalff o«- 


dor 




s 

. .;re 


fhe Jews from eastern 
Europe. 

The Israeli-Aa^or^^ 
troversy started by VfoK- 
man's stetement was 1^ 
alive by remarks from uc- ] 
puty Foreign Minister Yo^ 
si Beilin and rising star m 
Israel’s political ferment, 
when he said that di- 
aspora" organisations like 
the United Jewish Appeal 
should be wamd uo or 
given another focus, ^et 
they should help di- 
aspora" Jews to become 
better Jews where they are 
rather than to come Israeli 
Jews, who after 40 3^*** 
did not need charity firom , 
abro^. , 

Weizman's calls for di- 
aspora” Jews to make a 
total commitment to Ziofr 
ism by settling in the Jewsh 
Zionist state and Beilin's 
c^Is for the severing of tiio 
umbilical cord between the 
"diaqxira" and the state 
leave the “diaspora" Jews 
thoroughly confused. They 
now feel that Israel, and 
particularly its younger 
generation, is either taunt- 
uig or despising them or is 
biting the hand that feeds 
it. 'Diis controversy, now 
out in the open, cannot but 
continue. 


Power Struggle 
throws Japanese 
politics into turmoil 
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1 Ponibcansky 

' The Associated Press 

\ ^KOVAR, Croatia — 
Crumbling walls of brick 
and monar testify to the 
pm cycles of Balkan his- 
tory. They stand as tomb- 
stones over ideals of 
hrolherhood and unity, 
m»jnuments to ingrained 
fear and self-deception. 

*^'ar that began with the 
^cession of Slovenia and 
Croatia on June 1991. 
h:is devoured the lives! 
hopes and fonunes of mil- 
hons of Yugoslavs. 

At least 210.000 are dead 
'’r missing, including 
thousands here in Vukovar. 
“Ethnic cleansing" and 
rape as weapons of war 
have been added to the 20th 
centur\'*s host of horrors. 

This land is a tangle of 
•'ictimisation. self-pity and 
self-jusiifjcarion. Victi- 
mised by history, by ideolo- 
gy. by their leaders, people 
have victimised each other 
during the past three years 
in the hope of avoiding 
more victimisation them- 
selves. 

The Balkans are the oft- 
irampled frontier between 
Byzantinium and Rome, 
between the Islamic Otto- 
mans and Christian Europe 
— the cradle of World War 
I and a battleground in 
World War 11. 

The people are given to a 
“sense of self-pity and nar- 
cis<im,” said Aleksa Djifas, 
•^holar son of Miiovan 
Ojilas, the Communisi- 
lumed-dissident. “This self- 
pity is partly rooted in real- 
ity. but it's so exaggerated 
that it's pathological." 

He described it as an 
“inability to look criticially 
at one's own history. ” 

If that is so. the consequ- 
ences are numbing. 
Although Slovenia's seces- 
sion was swift and relatively 
bloodless, at least 10.000 
people were killed in 
Croatia. War still rages in 
Bosnia, where 200.000 are 
dead or missing. 

Vukovar, once a city of 
60.000, suffered the first 
extended Serb siege. Shell- 
ing reduced much of the 
Croat-ruled town to piles of 
brick and monar. U.N. 
guards now keep watch 
over what is suspected to be ■ - 
the mass grave of Croats oo 
killed after Serbs overran 
Vukovar in late 1991. 

What makes today's 
Vukovar so typical — and 
terrifying — is (he few 
thousand sad souls who re- 
main. living on self-justi-- 
ficaiion, monotony and no- 
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A Bosnian boy sees ofThis ill grandfather who is being evacuated by the U.N. to Knghnd from Sangevo fAFP photo) 

Yugoslav history lesson: Mo unto others’ first 


body-asked-me-ahyho'w 
hopelessness. Their atti- 
tudes mirror feelings all 
over former Yugoslavia. 

To Dafina Trumic, an 
elderly Serb who lost two 
homes and even shared a 
cellar with Croats during 
the shelling. Vukovar's des- 
truction was regrettable,, 
but made perfect sense. 

Parroting standard prop- 
aganda. she accused seces- 
sionist Croats of provoking 
trouble by attacking the 
Serb-dominated'- Yugoslav 
army, then the fifth-largest 
.in Europe. 

"The army had no choice 
but to defend itself," she 
declared. 

The view that Serbs have 
nothing to apologise for is 


rooted in five centuries of 
domination by Ottoman 
Turks, and the slaughter of 
tens of thousands Croa- 
tian Fascists in World War 
11 . 

Stevan Basara. a vendor 
in a barren open market, 
said the fighting in Vukovar 
was the result of radical 
Croats using symbols of the 
Croatian Fascist state. 
Othersay Serbs lost jobs as 
Cfoadan natipnalists took 
authority. 

Behind these specific 
complaints stands a collec- 
tive Serb national con- 
sciousness that has assumed 
the power of myth. When 
Serb politicians sounded 
the alarm of new repres- 
sions, Serbs acted to avoid 


being victimised again. 

As for the Croatians, 
their view of history mirrors 
that of the Serbs. A sense of 
historical mistreatment is at 
the root of today’s ideolo- 
gy: Croats suffered in Au- 
stria-Hungary. then in 
Serb-dominated Commun- 
ist Yugoslavia. Endangered 
yet a^ain. Croatia must 
assert itself to preserve it- 
self. : 

Croaha's defence minis- 
try estimates 3.000 Croats 
died in Vukovar and that 
2,600 are still missing. 
Many thousands more are 
refugees. 

"Maybe they can re- 
turn," Mr. Basara said, 
"but in 200 years." 

The Serte who "won” 


Regent cautions against disorder in institutions 


(Contzmed from page 1) 

great anxiety and antidpa- 
tion. 

.My dear colleagues. 

Trusting that you have ac- 
quired vast experience in 
.Arab public life, f believe 
that you realise quite well 
that the element of trust be- 
tw'een Arab leaderships dur- 
ing the last decade of our 
modem Arab history has 
weakened. 

We see that the present 
stage is characterised with 
estrangement, absence of 
consultations and lack of 
^coordination, particularly 
now that the Arab Summir 
meetings have been inde- 
finitely suspended. 

This situation prevails 
among the Arabs at a time 
when we witness the disin- 
tegration of nations and the 
breakup of blocs of countries 
in the post-cold war era. 

It seems that whoever was 
behind the disintegration 
process is uncertain how to 
put together a new world 
order, and I fear that the 
remnants would serve as 
landmarks of the future. 

What makes things worse 
is the emergence of a phe- 
nomenon of internal splits 
within the Arab countries. If 
we examine the map of the 
Arab World, we would see 
signs of the coming splits and 
divisions within the fabric of 
the fragile Arab entities. 

The alarm is sounded dai- 
iv, warning of Woody con- 
frontations between the ruler 
and the ruled and of the 
danger of death that hu en- 
ded the lives of a million 
children. 


The danger reaches far 
beyond the sounding of the 
alarm since we have started 
to witness a weakness in the 
national affiliation in the 
footsteps of the pan-Arab 
loyalty. This weakness has 
extended to pan-Arab orga- 
nisations at the Arab League 
level and within its special- 
ly organisations at 'a time 
when preparadons are under 
way for next year's celebra- 
tion of the Arab League's 
50th anniversary. 

The Arab L^gue b the 
last living symbol of Arab 
and Islwiic unity and there- 
fore it is incumbent on us to 
work out a plan for our 
aspired'for future. We are 
not enemies of the future. 

I am announcing all this 20 
years after the Rabat summit 
conference and as our 
Palestinian brothers repre- 
sented by the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
have started creating a self- 
rule in Gaza and Jericho fol- 
iowing arduous and tiring 
negotiations uith an bstin- 
ate foe. The Palestinians are 
now facing a situation of want 
and they are in need of assbt- 
ance. Our duty calls on us not 
to leave them alone sufiiering 
and struggling by themselves. 

At a time when we wtness 
a population growth, and a 
decline in resources we 
should live up to our commit- 
ment and trust and open a 
frank dialogue amongst 
ourselves, knowing well that 
we are all facing a difficult 
in which we will face 
social injustice sweeping the 
masses of the Arab Nation at 
all levels... the human rights 
level... dignity... the rule of 
the law... 


Israel-PLO talks resume 


(Coatraned frora pafle 1) 

Paris with Mr. Rabin_ and 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Speculation about the date 
has been running high since 
Israel withdrew from Gaza 
and Jericho on May 18. Many 
Palestinians believe the 24- 
mem^r self-rule governm^t 
can only start functioning 
once Mr. Arafat takes charge 
on the ground. 

Israel and the PLO agreed 


Tuesday to form a committee 
to deal with the remaining 
problems in implementing 
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho. 
Among the disputed issues 
are the scope of prisoner 
releases and work permits for 
Palestinians in Israel. 

General Danny Roth- 
schild, Israel’s coordinator of 
policy for the occupied lands, 
»id he and Dr. Shaath db- 
cussed an agenda and venue 
for detailed negofiations on 
transferring authority to the 


This calb on us to trans- 
form our society into one of 
eligibility and self-sustaining. 
We should lay down the 
foundation of values and vir- 
tues to counter the forces of 
might and the tendency by 
people to make overnight 
gains. 

We ought to take action, 
especially as we see that vio- 
lence has become rampant at 
the expense of governance, 
and we see people shunning 
dialogue, shura and plural- 
bm. 

We are all sons of the same 
nation since the dawn of 
Islam and we all belong to 
this dear Arab Nation, which 
has borne the mission of 
Islam to all nations. 

I am not revealing a secret 
by saying that frustration, 
pessimism and despair that 
have permeated our soub 
have formed a fertile ground 
for violence in th^bsence of 
social justice for all. 

It is sodai justice that the 
masses seek and not social 
propaganda. 

It is because of thb situa- 
tion that hopes are pinned on 
your forum to move us back 
from the edge of the pre- 
cipice and to reestablish a 
for hope and joy in a 
fruitfiil fiiture in which all 
citizens can participate in the 
process of creativity and in- 
novation, and affiliation to 
the Arab Nation. 

Otherwise — God forbid 
— we will find ourselves only 
a segment of a region for 
which plans have already 
been laid to the detriment of 
our interests and our national 
identity. 

Being the wisemen of the 
nation, you have no aiterna- 

Paiestinians in the West 
Bank. 

Initially, the handover was 
to ^ limited to five areas — 
education, health, welfare.* 
tourism and taxation — but 
Gen. Rothschild did not rule 
out that other fields could be 
included. 

’'We made a real assess- 
ment on security, ecorromicai 
and other civilian areas," Dr. 
Shaath told reporters. 

More talks were expected 
next week. 

Dr. Shaath said it had been 
agreed to set up committees 


rive but to face the diallenge 
and to contribute positively 
in sluing the fiiture. 

It b a duty for all of us as 
groups and not individuab to 
act now because you all agree 
with me that all of our univer- 
sities Lnd academies should 
be made aware of their re- 
sponsibilities. 

The breach has widened 
and our enemies have been 
targetting our reputation, our 
history and idenri^ as we see 
that our adversaries consider 
us as symbols of extrembm 
and their future foes and 
enemies of democracy and 
that we are a liability to the 
worid. 

Dbplaoed persons and re- 
fugees come mostly from the 
Muslim World whose coffers 
have been depleted and we 
are starring under the yoke 
of foreign indebtedness. 

The time factor is no more 
on our side and therefore it is 
your duty in this forum and 
other Arab fora to revive the 
Arab renaissance so that the 
Arab Nation would not re- 
main a prisoner of today’s 
tragedy. Otherwise, we 
would find ourselves divided. 

We have to be objective, 
honest and commined. We 
should rise above the minor 
issues when addressing the 
nation's questions. 

Thb can only be achieved 
through generous and dedi- 
cated work to ensure solidar- 
ity among Arab countries. 

Should we foce enormous 
difficulties in the course of 
performing our mission, then 
we have only to follow the 
good example of our Prophet 
who, whenever feced with 
adversity had always resorted 
to God for help. 

on prisoners and refugees. 

Some 7,000 Palestinians re- 
main in jail despite the re- 
lease of between 3,000 and 
4.000 since self-rule began. 
Israel was set to free 5,000 
prisoners by June 8 but many 
refused to renounce violence 

“We analysed the prob- 
lems of the rest of the 5,000 
prisoners still not released," 
Dr. Shaath said. 

The Palestinian business- 
man said the question of con- 
trol of border crossings into 
Gaza and Jericho had also 
been raised. 


Vukovar are themselves 
victims: suffering and spirit- 
less in surroundings that 
mock their quest for a grea- 
ter Serbia. 

A sunny spring noontime 
found the baroque centre of 
town nearly empty, except 
for a braying drunk wob- 
bling on hb motor bike. ‘ 
Nfr. Trumic and her hus- 
band, a retired army offic- 
er, live in someone else's 
apartment on monthly pen- 
sions equivalent to So each. 
A duck costs S3.60 eggs are 
15 cents apiece. 

On this day, Mrs. Trumic 
was trying to sell some 
noodles, a cheap plastic 
telephone and a pair of foke 
levb for extra cash. 

In the nearby Vojvod- 

Palestinian 
is shot dead 

(Contined fron page D 

ing the charge is often used as 
a cover in personal feuds. 

In Jerusalem, searches 
were launched after the 
assailant fled from the stab- 
bing attack in East Jeru- 
salem's Neve Yaacov neigh- 
bourtiood to a nearby Arab 
viJl^e, Dariar A1 BaiM, dty 
police said. 

Police were investigating 
whether the motive was cri- 
minal or due to the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. It was 
the first serious stabbing in 
the ci^ since the start of 
Palestinian autonomy in 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Jerusalem police comman- 
der Arieh Amit said the 
assailant ambushed the 
Israeli, surprising him from 
behind. 

Uebrwi measures 

Israel's army chief said on 
Tuesday the military had be- 
gun to implement recom- 
mendations by the Israeli in- 
quiry into the Hebron mos- 
que massacre on protecting 
Muslim worshii^rs. 

"We have started to build 
the room in which weapons 
will be deposited (and) to 
deahwith the subject of sepa- 
rate entrances for members 
of the two faiths" into tiie 
Ibrahimi Mosque, 
Lieutenant-General Ehud 
Barak told Israel Radio. 

Banning arms and segre- 
gating Jews and Arabs in the 
shrine holy to Islam and 
Judaism were two of the main 
recommendations of a report 
issued on Sunday on the Feb. 
25 massacre by a Jewish set- 
tler of more than 30 Muslims 
at prayer. 

Armed Israelis had been 
allowed to enter the shrine. 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories are banned mm 
carrying weapons. 

Gen. Barak said a new 
closed-drcuit television sys- 
tem would be installed at the 
site and partitions erected. 
“All these things take .time to 
build. We are putting the 
finishing touches to the prog- 
ramme and will bring the 
matter to the defence minis- 
ter and then to the govern- 
ment for approval," he said. 


janska Bank, the only ac- 
tion was a video game on 
tellers' computer screens. 
Dusty sports trophies from 
before the madness bej^ 
shared shelf space with 
gleaming shell casings from 
afterwa^. 

The virulent nationalism 
that fed the horror in Voko- 
var and elsewhere was 
pumped through state-run 
.media by Serb and Croat 
.. political leaders-:-^ some 
" ^sincere, some c^cally 
^manipulating -public 
opinion. 

On either side, the mes- 
sage was “an ideology of a 
nation that is in danger, 
combined with disregard 
for others — presenting 
one's own case as spedal 


and worth dying for," said 
Zvonimir Sepai^c, a for- 
mer Croatian foreign minis- 
ter who heads an Interna- 
tional Or^nisation that 
studies victimology. 

"It's a horrible curse to 
be a Croat," said Antun 
Vrdoljak, head of state 
radio and television in 
Croatia. But he added that 
Croats are like grass: The 
more they are nMwred down, 
the stronger their roots. 

From siich a garden, 
seeds- of conflict blew to 
Bosnta-Herzegovina. A 
sense of victimisation, fos- 
tered in part by the worid's 
unwillingness to help, am- 
plified the killing ^ere, 
too. 

In the northern Bosnian 


dry of Tuzia, historian Salih 
Kulenovic said Slavic Mus- 
lims have had enough. 

Many Muslims of eastern 
Bosnia, nearly all forced 
from their homes by Serbs, 
are descended from Mus- 
lims expelled from Western 
Serbia in the 19th century, 
he said. 

"We'll never again allow 
anyone to change us... by 
force," Mr. Kulenovic said. 
"We didn't deserve this." 

Suffering has streng- 
thened the collective identi- 
ty of Muslims and it appears 
that, as a result, another 
aggrieved nation is being 
created. 

Bosnia’s Croats also feel 
victimised. They and the 
Muslims ended a year of 
hostilities and agreed in 
March to form a united 
front a^inst the Serbs. 

Ivan Sane, a spokesman 
for Croats who were sur- 
rounded by Muslims in the 
central town of Vitez, did 
not deny that Croats com- 
mitted atrocities, but alro 
said his people were victims 
of a land grab by Muslims 
trying to make up for their 
losses to the Serbs. 

“It was like a game of 
dominoes: Serbs, Muslims, 
and then it fell on the 
Croats," Mr. Saric said. 

From caliphs to Com- 
munists, this is a land where 
people do what their lead- 
ers tell them. 

"People are used to hav- 
ing some sort of authority," 
said Petar Matanovic, a 
Croat Roman Catholic 
priest in Tuzia. 

"Sometimes it’s Com- 
munist totalitariansism.” 
Now it’s national totalitaris- 
ism." 

A middle-aged Croat 
grocer who identified him- 
self only as Ivica struggled 
to understand why he was a 
refugee in Vitez. His blue 
eyes blazed and words tum- 
bled over each other: 

“The little people are not 
guilty of this, but nobody 
asked us. 1 know there are 
others on the other side 
who don't want it. But no 
one asked them, either.’^ 

The people of his village, 
induding himself, weren't 
sman or quick enou^ to 
stop it. 

"I could understand bow., 
my grandfather, who 
couldn't read, could be 
seduced to ' make war on 
someone," Ivica said. “But 
I can't believe people now 
would do it." 

They did. Hie past and i 
present live concurrently in 
the Balkans, and the future 
is hard to change. I 


Red-Dead canal — a priority 


(CoBCtaaed front page 1) 

would Hke to have a firm and 
dear idea of where Israel 
stood on the projea. “True 
they have informed the multi- 
lateral group that it has been 
shelved, but they have not 
told us so on a bilateral 
level," he said. 

The Jordanian -proposal, 
prepared in utmost secrecy in 
the early 80s to counter 
Israel's Med-Dead canal 
proposal, calls for raising the 
level of tbe Dead Sea to its 
historic level, which has gone 
down to 406 metres from 392 
metres below sea level. 

Dr. Haddadin noted that it 
meant restoring the ecologic- 
ai features of the area. He 
pointed out that when tbe 
level of the Dead Sea is 
raised, then seepage from 
surrounding aquifers into the 
Dead Sea would stop. And 
the use of aquifers would be 
substained. 

But then that is only one 
aspect of the project. 

The first part of the 270- 
kilometre linkage will be 
huge pipes tapping the Red 
Sea water running up 70 
kilometres to the Gharandal 
divide, 220 metres above sea- 
level. From tbat point, where 
the Dead Sea drainage basin 
begins, the water would flow 
throu^ an open canal into 
the Dead Sea by gravity as 
opposed to the pumped flow 
through the pipelines. 

Given the fact that the 
water will run through a ter- 
rain with a dropof nearly 620 
metres (the 3^-metre drop 


to ^ Dead Sea added to the 
220 metres at Ghrandal) hyd- 
roelectric tubines will be in- 
sralled on its way. 

From Gharandal, the sea- 
water can be run under grav- 
ity pressure for natural de- 
s^nation througji reversed 
osmosis to get sweet water 
without involving the use of 
power. Dr. Haddadin said. 

Tbe desalinated water will 
be pumped for domestic, in- 
dustrial and watering lives- 
tock by Jordanians, Palesti- 
nians and Israelis under spe- 
cific arrangements. 

"We realise that Jordan, 
Israel and Palestine the ripa- 
rians of the Dead Sea." and, 
as such all the direct outputs 
of the projects will have to be 
shared among the three. Dr. 
Haddadin said. 

Lagoons will be built on 
the sides of the pipeline/canal 
to store water for peaktime 
power generation. "You can- 
not store electric power but 
you can always store water to 
run turbines to produce ener- 
gy." Dr. Haddadin pointed 
out. 

The same lagoons could be 
used for aquaculture and for 
tourism development pur- 
poses, he added. 

‘The project will not be or 
cannot be discussed in isola- 
tion from the concept of inte- 
grated development," Dr. 
Haddadin stressed. “It will 
be part of a package for 
economic and social develop- 
ment in the Jordan Rifr Val- 
ley." 

Dr. Haddadin exp^ that 
the canal could bring in up to 
1.8 billion cubic metres of 


Saleh warns against intervention 


(CwiImhuI fitHB 1) 

harming us and interfering in 
our inrernal affairs, ’| Mr. 
Saleh said. 

Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf states have tilted to- 
wards the south largely be- 
cause of lingering resentment 
over Yemeni sympathy with 
Iraq in the 1990-91 Gulf war. 
Saudi Arabia is also locked in 
a border dispute with Yemen 
dating back to their 1930s 
war. 

In Amman, a Yemeni par- 
liamentary delegation ac- 
cused M(»cow of supplying 


weapons to southern forces 
and Saudi Arabia of financ- 
ing the deals. 

“Some of our neighbouring 
countries are paying the billi 
for the supply of arms to the 
south by Russia," said 
Mohammad Naji, one of the 
three members on the delega- 
tion. 

In response to reporters’ 
questions, Mr. Naji added 
tiiat countries he referred to 
included Saudi Arabia. 

On the warfront, northern 
Yemeni forces battered 
Aden's defences on Tuesday 
in a fresh bid to cutoff and 


water into the Dead Sea ev- 
ery year for the first 10 years 
so as to meet the need to 
raise the level of the reser- 
voir. Thereafter, the quantity 
could be reduced to one bil- 
lion cubic metres. 

While no definite figures 
are drawn up since they de- 
pend on the size of plants to 
be set up. Dr. Haddadin esti- 
mates that up to 40 per cent 
of this quantity could be de- 
salinated if desired. 

When Jordan drew up the 
study in the early 80s, it was 
estimated that it would cost 
JD360 million (about $1 bil- 
lion at the then exchange 
rates). 

Dr. Haddadin said that al 
today's prices, the project 
could cost between S2 billion 
and S3 billion — “the price (rf 
two fighter jets every year for 
the next 10 years." 

While no definite ideas 
have been crystallised on 
financing. Dr. Haddadin’s 
comment appeared to imply 
that, with peace prevailing in 
the region, the U.S., which is 
extending more than $3 bil- 
lion in military aid alone to 
the region, coiiid easily divert 
part of that assistance to the 
project. 

One of the concerns ex- 
pressed is how the project 
would affect the Arab Potash 
Company (APC) and its ex- 
traction facilities on the 
shores of the Dead Sea. 

Dr. Haddadin said the pro- 
ject involves the raising of the 
dykes of the APC to protect 
the company's salt i^s and 
camalite pans against the 
higher water level. 


control some of their south- 
ern foes' key facilities, offi- 
dals said. 

“It has been like this for 
the past few days... -they adv- 
ance and we push them back. 
They are trying it ajaia 
now," tbe official told Reu- 
ters in Aden. 

Living conditions inside 
^e port city are deteriorat- 
ing. with residents trying to 
dig wells to ease an in- 
creasingiy acute water shor- 
tage (see page 2). 

The fbais of the northern* 
assaults is a coastal road lead« 
ing west from Aden to a 
suburb called Little Aden: 
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Bloodied but unbowed, central banks still lurk 


LONDON (R) — Financial 
authorities other than the 
Bank of Japan have kept a 
low profile on the foreign 
exchanges since Friday's 
mauling, but some traders 
detect the hand of central 
banks in the dollar's rise snce 
Monday. 

“Friday was a good exam- 
ple of how not to intervene to 
support a currency," Philip 
Shaw, group economist at 
merchant bank Union PLC, 
said Tuesday, referring to the 
^ billion of dollar-buying by 
17 central banks. 

“But I wouldn't be sur- 
prised if the dollar has been 
getting some covert support 
from central banks," he 
adcM. 

The dollar was up a pfen- 
ning and half a yen from 
Monday's European close at 
l.S^ marks and 100.50 yen 
on Tuesday. 

Friday’s coordinated round 
of high-profile central bank 
doUar-buying was a dismal 
failure and within an hour die 
dollar was back below levels 
seen before the intervention 


took place. 

The intervention failed be- 
cause traders were either 
square or only slightly short 
of dollars. If the banln want 
to ^ring a “bear-trap” they 
have to wait until the market 
is confident enough to take 
out bigger short &llar posi- 
tions, analysts said. 

While a fresh round of 
visible central bank action is 
posrible ahead of the July 
8-10 Group of Seven (G-7) 
meeting, some analysts said 
the dollar is likely to hold 
around current levels for 
now. 

They also noted that at end 
of the half-year traders will 
be anxious to square posi- 
tions and given die threat of 
central bank intervention, 
doubly so. 

“It’s not worth being a 
hero in this kind of markets,’’ 
said Ctevid Coleman, treas- 
ury adviser at Canadian Im- 
perial Bank of Conunerce. 

But he thought the central 
banks might decide to keep 
out of the market for the time 
being, “^metimes the threat 


of intervention is more po- 
tent than actually taking the 
plunge and doing it.” 

The foreign exchange mar- 
ket is awaiting a raft of poten- 
tially market-moving news 
next week with the U.S. 
Federal Open Market Com< 
mittee (FOMC), Bundes- 
bank and (G-7) meetings all 
due. 

“Directives coming out of 
the G-7 meeting will prob- 
ably emphasise die need for 
stable exchange rates and say 
that G-7 mil work together to 
that end,” union's Shaw said. 
“But whether that would 
have any lasting impact re- 
mains to be seen.” 

. While some believe the 
dollar will remain becalmed 
ahead of C-7, others are not 
so sure. 

“Hiis b the calm before 
the stoim,” siad Adrian Cun- 
ningham, senior currency 
economist at UBs. “I reckon 
the market will test key re- 
sistance on the upside a^nst 
both the mark an the yen and • 
then take another crack on 
the downside.” 


He said Friday’s interven- 
tion appeared half-hearted as 
for as the Bundesbank's role 
was concerned and felt the 
central banks had only li- 
mited objectives. 

He also thought a rise in 
U.S. interest rates at the 
FOMC meeting and/or a cut 
in official rates at the Bun- 
desbank meeting was unlike- 
ly so the dollar would again 
move lower. 

“As a result, before the 
end of the week we will see 
selling pressure coming 
through and that will be met 
by intervention and much 
more aggressive verbal in- 
tervention by the U.S. au- 
thorities,” he added. 


The greenback, vriiicfa rose 
to around KX1.75 yen in the 
morning, stood in late after- 
noon below the 100-yen bar- 
rier again, at 99.9S, its Mon- 
day evening rate in London. 
On Monday, the dollar had 
foUen to a record low against 
the yen since the war, at 
99.40 yen in Singapore. 

Against the mark, the dol- 
lar stood in late afternoon at 
1.579 marks after rising as for 
as 1.S9 in the morning, but 
the latest level was subtly 
better than the Monday even- 
ing figure of 1S76S marks to 
the dollar in London. On 
I^nday, the greenback fell 
to a 14-month low of 1.S750 
marks to the dollar. 


DoHar sUdes ^ain 
The dollar slid again 


against the yen Tuesday 


anemooR on the London 
foreign exchange market, de- 
spite intervention by the 
Bank of Japan that had 
strengthened the greenback 
Mon&y night on the Asian 
market. 


Dollar slump will not help oil demand — analysts 


LONDON <R) — A slump- 
ing dollar means cheaper oil 
on the dollar-denominated 
world oil marker but a de- 
cline in the fortunes of the 
U.S. currency is unlikely to 
have any short-term impact 
on oil demand, industry 
analysts say. 

The dollar hit successive 
post-world-war-two global 
lows against the yen Monday 
and also is weak against the 
mark, although showing a 
steadier tone Tuesday. 

“From what I've seen in 
the past, currency move- 
ments are only likely to make 
an impact over the medium 
to long term.” said Kleinwort 
Benson's a senior oil analyst. 

Crude oil prices have risen 
almost 30 per cent since the 
end of the first quarter 19^ 
when prices for world ben- 
chmark Brent Blend were 
langubhing at five-year lows 
around S13 a barrel. 

But valued against the ven. 
oil prices have risen haff as 
much, by 14 per cent, and 


against the mark by 17 per 
cent. 

Anai^ts say the recent rise 
in oil prices since the turn of 
the year wipes out the impact 
of a weaker dollar on demand 
outside the United States. 

“Currency weakness only 
offsets a small proportion of 
the rise in oil prices over 
recent months.” said Jeremy 
Hudson of Lehman Brothers 
Securities. 

Oil traders will probably 
take the opportunity to in- 
crease profits on refined pro- 
ducts rather than cut prices, 
which could have boosted de- 
mand. industry analysts say. 

“(The dollar fall) probably 
will not have any great effect 
in the short term because 
companies will be grateful for 
some strength on marketing 
margins.” said Mr. Hudson. 

The impact of currency 
movements also is heavily di- 
luted by the influence of 
heavy taxation on retail pet- 
roleum products in consum- 
ing nations, said Mr. Hud- 


son. Taxation accounts for 
about 77 per cent of the price 
of lastline in Germany and 57 
per cent in Japan. 

Currency changes “pretty 
much get lost in the wash,” 
Mr. Hudson said. 

At the competitive margins 
of the energy sector in 
Europe — where fuel oil 
competes with coal and natu- 
ral gas for a share of the 
power-generating market — 
dollar weakness might be- 
nefit oil consumption slightly, 
said Mr. Hudson. 

While a weak dollar means 
oil-consuming nations will 
pay less for their crude, pro- 
ducers in turn will in most 
cases earn less for crude and 
petroleum product exports 
once sales in dollars are ex- 
changed into domestic cur- 
rencies. 

“There's no doubt that dol- 
lar devaluation is bad news 
for oil producers." said Mr. 
Varzi. “But it has to be a big 
fail over a long period to be 
very bad news.” 


Mr. Vaizi said it was too 
early to tell whether the im- 
pact of a weak dollar might 
help preempt any move by 
the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
later in the year to raise oil 
output quotas to meet grow- 
ing demand for crude. 


OPEC meets in mid- 
November and if prices are 
suffidently strong may con-, 
sider raising production 
allocations for the beginning 
of next year. 

In the longer term. 
Japanese demand might be 
the first to benefit from a 
weak dollar because con-, 
sumption there is centred 
more in the industrial sector 
and less in transport foels. 
said Mr. Hudson. Taxation 
jan heavy fuel for industry 
makes up a far smaller pro[^ 
ortion of end-user pricing 
than lighter petroieum pro- 
ducts — 16 per cent in Ger- 
many and 3.5 per cent in 
Japan. 


Analyst Brian Hilliard at 
Societe Generate Strauss 
Turnbull said the dollar’s re- 
new^ weakness could push 
the central banks into fiirther 
intervention, following their 
failure to get the dollar hi^- 
er for any more than a brief 
time on Friday. 

“I don’t think it's going to 
make any difference if duy 
intervene or not,” he said. 
And the greenback might set 
new record lows later this 
week, he added. 


AMF to link six Arab stock 


markets by September 


ABU DHABI (R) — The 
Arab Monetary Fund (AMF) 
wall fink ax Arab stock mar- 
kets in the first stage of a 
project to facilitate inter- 
Arab investment and priva- 
tisation, its diainnan said 
Sunday. 

The AMF will link stock 
markets of Kuwait, Joix^, 
‘Bahrain, Tunisia, Oman and 
Morom by Sei^mber and 
list otber A^ab markets after 
that to boost inter-Arab in- 
vestment, AMF Chairman 
Jassem Al Manai said in a 
report to the board of direc- 
tors. 

“One of our main pro- 
jects... will be to develop 
Arab financial markets, to 
link and tie them together. 
Our network is on the verge 
of coming onstream to pro- 
vide more investment 
diances and oi^xwtunities for 
investment,” Mr. Manai told 
reporters aifter the meeting. 

Mr. Manai said the AMPs 
Arab markets database was 
one method it is using this 
year to boost Arab econo- 
mies, induding linking loans 
to economic reforms and de- 


veloping inter-Arab trade, ri™ ram 


\rao ■ — . 

It ’ wTll fist daily trading f 

^jaty chan^ in share to the i«t 


prices, and rules governing 
fore' 


sign investment and how 
Arab investors can partici- 
pate in joint projects. 

According to AMF figures, 
the six markets list 377 com- 
panies with a combined capi- 
talisation of more than S21 
billion. 

The network vrill “facili- 
tate investment (^iportunities 
in the countries and encour- 
information about poten- 


tial joint projects to flow 
between Arab investors,’’ 


Mr. Manai said. 

AMF figures show Arab 
domestic investments are low 
compared to external hold- 
ings. 

Arab securities markets list 
1.133 with total capitalisation 
of S50 billion. In comparison 
Arab private sector foreign 
assets exceeded S670 billion 
in 1992, an AMF rreport said 
in January. 

Total capitalisation 
amounted to less than 13 per 
cent of Arab gross domestic 
product, it said. 


Ahmad Abi Su«mr,h^ of 
the AMF finanaal markets 
division, said m the report. 

The AMf IS also wOTking 
with the Internationa! Fi- 
nance Corporation, a mem- 
ber of the World Bank group, 
to advise Arab countries on 
developing their capiw mar- 
kets. Mr. Manai said. . 

Mr. Manai said in Mam^ 
that the AMf network will 
encourage privatisation _ in 
Arab countries by ass^ng 
their “ability to absorb the 
finandal ^ts of public en- 
terprises." 

“Diis rationale is particu- 
larly relevant in a number of 
Arab countries... more re- 
cently oil producing Arab 
countries due to lower oil 
revenues," he said. 

Mr. Manai said he also told • 
the board of directors that 
the AMF. which groups all 
Arab League countries, 
would seek to recover arrears 
from Iraq, Sudan and Soma- 
lia. 


Venezuela imposes currency controls 


CARACAS (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Rafael Caldera 
announced Monday that he 
was suspending constitutional 
guarantees to impose curren- 
cy and price controls in an 
effort to stem the country’s 
spiraling financial crisis. 

Mr. Caldera, who took 
office Feb. 2, said in a radio 
broadcast that he was sus- 
pending six constitutional 
guarantees, including proper- 
ty rights and freedom of. 
movement and economic ex- 
changes. 

The move comes after a 
wave of bank failures — in- 
cluding the country’s second 
lai^gest. Banco Latino — a 
precipitous drop in the boli- 
var and a series of street 
demonstrations which left 
one dead last week. 

The guarantees on econo- 
mic exchanges were sus- 


pended in February after Mr. 
Caldera’s inanguration but 
were reinstated tiiree montiis 
later in order to grease the 
wheels of the new economic 
plan aimed at entting the $6 
billion deficit. 


Mr. Caldera said the mea- 
sures induded price controls 
on basic goods, issuing 
vouchers for food and trans- 
portation to cushion the har- 
dest hit, relations on finan- 
cial institutions and ste|s to 
help small and medium-rized 
businesses. 


He added that the currency 
controls were aimed at bring- 
ing down the country's astro- 
nomical interest rates whidi 
have reached 86 per cent. 

Mr. Caldera stressed in his 
address that the once oil-rid) 
South American country still 
held out attractive business 


Malta transforms economy in bid for EU membership 


VALETTA (R) — Malta is 
undergoing an economic 
transformation as it bids for 
foil membership of the Euro- 
pe UnioB (EU). but Prime 
Minister Edward Fenech- 
Adami fears internal EU 
si^bbles could thwart 
fass country’s ambitions. 

The tiny Mediterranean is- 
land hopes to have met all 
major EU demands on acces- 
sion by 1996, but Mr. 
Fenecb-Adami told Reuters 
that even then admission to 
tile worid’s most power^ 
economic bloc was not 
guaranteed. 

“It has been pmnted out 
repeatedly that there are 
problems within the onion, 
and bickering about the insti- 
tutional set up so we can’t be 


over optimistic,” M. Fenech- 
Adami said. 

With the HU poised to 
swell from 12 to 16 nations 
finom 2995, some countries 
are reluctant to let in a pn^f- 
eration of smaller states, such 
as Malta and fellow 
Mediterranean arrant Cyp- 
rus, each anth their own com- 
misskmers and voting rights. 

“We dioadl not Im a^ed 
to wait because the union has 
'its own trembles,” said Mr. 
Fenedi-Adaiiii, who has gov- 
erned the island since 19^ at 
tile head of the centze-right 
Nationalist Party. 

“It’s in everybody’s in- 
terest that this stzate^ island 
gets integrated into Europe,” 
he added. 

Despite the uncertainty,' 


Mr. Fenech-Adami is still 
pressing ahead with a refbnn 
programme to bring Malta's 
economy in line with EU 
specifications. 

Indirect value added tax 
(VAT) is expected to be in- 
troduced from the start of 
next year, with import tariffs 
on European goods being 
dropped and currency ex- 
dian^ controls relaxed. 

M^wfaile a new banking 
law is passing through pailia- 
ment, which will abolish 
ofbhore accounts and create 
sunilar banking conditions 
for locals and foreigners 
alike. 

“Almost everything will be 
in place by 1996,'* said Mr. 
Fenedi-Adami, speaking in 


his 16tb century Valletta 
office, a former residence of 
tibe C^lian knights of Mal- 
ta. 


over the last five years, with 
unemployment and inflation 
hovering around four per 
cent. 


The government is also 
gradually relaxing its grip on 
the state sector. One small 
bank was privatised earlier 
this year and one of the other 
island’s two major banks is 
^ted for sell-off “in the near 
foture,” Mr. FenecA-Adami 
sand. 

Preparations are also being 
made for the eventual sale of 
Kota’s modernised telecom- 
mnnications company. 

The Maltese economy, 
heavily dependent on tour- 
ism, has boomed in the 
1990s, growing annually by 
an average eight per cent 


“There’s no reason why 
the economy should now 
slow down. On the contrary 
some say... it could overheat, 
with too much being done in 
a short space of time,” Mr. 
Fenedi-Adami said. 

the prime minister has 
made accession to the EU his 
principal policy aim, but not 
eveiyCTc on the island wants 
to see Malta fall under the 
influence of Brussels. 

The country's main opposi- 
tion left-wing Labour Party- 
has called for the island to 
seek doser trade ties with the 
union but draw back fr(»n foil 


membership. Mr. Fenecb 
Adazni rejects this suggestion 
saying Malta, which lies off 
fhe soutiiero tip of Sidly 
should have a place at Ae 
heart of dedsion makmg in 
Europe. 

During the 1960s Malta's 
advances to the Nortii Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) were rebuffed. In 
the 197% the spnroed island 
appeared to tom its back on 
the West, building dose ties 
with Libya and Qiina. 




agreeable for Europe,” Mr. 
Fenech-Adami said, “it 
would be very diort s^ted 
now if the Europeu Union 
ignored Malta’s claims, ” be 
added. 
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“Come to my office after your 
dentist visit. I want to kiss you 
while your mouth is all pufly!” 


Andy Capp 


THAT SCRAMBLB) WORD GAME 

, by Henri Arnold end MHco Argirion 


Unscramble mese lour Jumbiea. 
one lener to each square, to lotm 
lour ordinary words 


I loM ynu 10 oil out nai none' 


□ 

CALL 

1 



□ 

□ 


.. > 




THANC 



□ 



□ 


CENTIE 


□ 

lEx: 



ENGLIS 


^ 1 I 
1 


I 

I 



rjow arrange the arcled letters to 
!i?irr ihe surpnse answer, as sug- 
3.' the above cartoon 


Print answer here: t I I 1 X jO 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; SYLPH ENACT TORRID DRAGON 

Answer Why the medical student had trouble studying 
the stomach IT WAS HARD TO DIGEST 


I NO MAtnaia HOW DRUNK/ 
HENBTER JUMPS IN 
..fq gHTA WdWWHeN 
Pa stranob lass 

{gives HIMTHE eVE - 



Mutt*n’Jeff 



opportunities. 

“Everyday investments 
come in and we can offer the 
necessary guarantees: A 
stable curency, reserves that 
won’t be ediausted and a 
stable government,” he said. 

He acknowledged he had 
initially premised not to im- 
pose corrency controls, but 
noted that the financial crisis 
and rumours of political In- 
stability called for drastic me- 
asures to avoid defHetion of 
the country’s reserves and 
further devaluation of the 
bolivar. 

Seven banks failed follow- 


ing Banco Latino's Jan. 14 
demise, costing the govern- 
ment S4.3 billion in bailout 
funds to date. The congress 
has approved another $2J 
billion to pay depositors. 

The bolivar has follen SO 
per cent against the dollar 
since January while inflation 
has continued to soar. 

The economic turmoil has 
been accompanied by grow- 
ing unrest in cities around 
Venezuela, sparking fears of 
political instability and resur- 
recting the specter of the 
1989 riots which left more 
than 300 dead. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JUNE 29, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Pighter PotmdaHon 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
You can easOy put yDorpe ra tMi- 
al affairs on a more s<Ad foot- 
ing and gmn added good wiO 
from friends and businesa 
associates alOte.. -Deceptive inJ 
flnendes iij effect as thcj 


mme with assodates and 
mutnal benefits. Attend social 
affairs in the evum^ and have 
. a fine time witii your loived 
■^>one 


evenmg 


•.1UBRA: .iS^mbiBrS23:'to 
n- 22) Bring: 


ARIES: (March 21 to i^xii 19) 
A good time moompleteiMo- 
jecte whiefa need work on them 
and to gain benefits - therefrom 
in the future. Be wise about 
handling any probtem. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Gontart tiiose irim can assist 
you in getting involve matteis 
woridng more efficientiy. Gain 
the siqiport yoo need to pro- 
ceed on a new project. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Contact higber-i« who can 
assist you in nnimg the back- 
ing you ocM for a worthy 
project. Show that yon have 
poise fo conqilete any assign- 
meat. 


-xOctober 22) Bring your Jinest 
talents to the attention of Ugh- 
er-ups who can he^ you to 
corameicialise on thm. Dress 
in fine st^ for tiiose in chaige. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Put those ideas 
to woit which will give you a 
chance to esqpress ytm finest 
talents. Strive for increased 
happiness in your personal fife. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) 'TYy to 
understand the wants of dose 
ties and then you will know to 
please them. Avoid a jealon 
person vriio is resentfiil ofyoa. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 
>) Gontactii^ r^ 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) A new set of condi- 
tions can make your regular 
routines more efficient and 
profitaUe in tibe ahead for 
yoo and yonr Iovm ones. 


to Janu^ 20) 
ular allies ea rning *a 
better iinderatandiiig b wise 
now. Establish more efficiency 
at your regular duties. 
AQUARIUS: (Jannary 21 to 
February 19) If you take time 


to your monetaiy po^ 


1£0: (July 22 to August 21) 
Listen to what a bus&ss ex- 


pert to to suggest but use yw 


11, you win know eiacdy 
how to improve il Use mote 
care in motion while on the 
higway. 


own judgment when hanrtiing 
vriiiim 


personal lespa tMlhili tii ^ 
must be completed. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Cooperate' 


PISCES: (February 20 to 
Match 20) Be open to favours 
from othms if they shiceiely 
want to help you. Make sure 
business matters are 
well and you will be wuyifffi fiil, 


THE Daily Crossword 


br HaraM B. Couiiti ' 


ACROSS 
t RoQiraniann 
runs 

SGvnaSsn 
lOGoH hazard 

ISSpoHsdchW 
16 Gm undar one's 
Skin 

ircuWesshMc 
16 LoBohriBlda 
19 CMIs and lever 
80SW1.SI4 
21 Desk reading 

24Boca— .Fta. 

26 GerMe oeaaee 
27CMM 
29 Type el Ira 
SsCorrupOng 
kifkiance 
35 Malay boab 
38 AuBt parson 
SroeeapHon 
USwMIb 

aSHimdeyer 

AWns 

sOGwgreen 

41 Between and 
ahardpues 

42 Hag 

43 Lees 
49 Suds 
46 Shaver 
47Satepe 

48 Cenahi piaB 
Sa AcGomfBshad 

56 Span 

57 — tear 
sswiWawBiape 
eo OaWf ge 

61 vnageel 
Paiassna 
SMft-Eirepem 

a — off (angry) 

64 NarAua 
66 Pool shot 



DOlVN 
1—1 
(Biaoa aaaing) 
2 Author Waian 
STaachers' 
appraisal 
4 — Amn 
SEcMnodatm 
SAlrrina 


7 Uhe die NelUd 

BRaUena) 

9 Resisi Change 
lOCoiaityaaaiol 
Kerry 

11 lAtvenclty 
12Sty^ 
13Ctttp 
22PI«y«ing 

aC^hRs 

zskitarntog 

sound 

27 Stops 

28 TVs "Kata 
and—" 

29UpngK 
SOOrerioi 
31 Ou "teaminp" 
song 

32Emustod 
33 Joyce Carol — 
SSLdudnaasumi 
38BeM 
38 Brag 

41 Eaaam nurse 
42Cliyln&ngtot« 
44Hadaerwing 


YestmdBv*s Paafa Sofead; 


PUPlii 

onnp 


45H.Rider stB_ 

esasi’'™” 11 ^ 

^«*Bi*ront 
^ ^*"1 measure 


34 Seme bvei 


H (Melton^ 
^ man- 

mouse?" 
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Booming 
coffee 
prfees 
will hurt 
consumer 

LONDON (R) — A meteoric- 
jump in the coffee market 
after frost in Brazil is bound 
to mean higher prices in 
shops, industry analysis said. 

One roaster industry 
source said that British con- 
sumers, for example, can ex- 
pect to pay as much as 15 
cent more from September if 
prices stay at their current 
1-Vi year highs. 

“It will ht a reasonable 
increase to reflect the higher 
cost of buying coffee on the 
world market." he said. 

After a weekend of frost in 
Brazil, the world's leading 
exporter, prices in the market 
soared 40 per cent on Mon- 
day in the biggest one-day 
jump in memory. 

By Tuesday morning in 
London, the price for coffee 
for delivery in September had 
risen S177 a tonne to S3.02S. 

But one analyst noted in 
1989 coffee retailers had re- 
used to lower prices in line 
with a slump in world prices, 
arguing the cost of cofree was 
only a quarter of their total 
costs. 

“It will be interesting to 
see what their ailment is 
this time.” she said. 

An expected shortage of 
coffee, tefore the Brazilian 
frosts, bad already pushed 
prices up two-fold since Janu- 
ary. Retail prices did rise 
earlier this year without no- 
ticeable imfMCt. 

Even producers are wor- 
ried prices have risen so fast 
that when the rises do get 
passed on, consumers will 
switch to other drinks like tea 
and new markets will be even 
hardier to sell to. 

. “It comes at the wrong 
time ... who really wante 
coffee that is too expensive?" 
said Simeon Onchere, coun- 
cil chairman of the Interna- 
tional Coffee Organisation 
(ICO). 

“Of course, some of the 
price increases will filter 
through and have some effect 
on consumption," one indus- 
try analyst said. 

But a spokesman for the 
ICO said prices had a long 
way to go to reach the highs 
seen after frosts in Brazil in 
1975. when there was even a 
consumer boycott in the Un- 
ited States over huge retail 
pritt hikes. 

"ICs quite premature to 
start talking about those sort 
of worries," he said. 

He added it was debatable 
whether the increased effbn 
farmers would now be willing 
to put into their crops as their 
income rises could offwt a 
longer term shortfeil in out- 
put. 

The ICO estimates coffee 
consumption by importing 
countries in the 1993/M year, 
starting last October, at 
around 73. S million 60- 
kilogramme bags. 

Exports, on the other 
hand, in the year to last April 
were only 71.7 million bags- 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

- Following are 

the buying and selling 

rates for leading worid currencies and gold a^inst the 

dollar at midsesrion on the London Foreign Exchange and 

boUioi markets Ttaesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

1.3854/64 

Canadian dollar 


1.S8S8/68 

Deutsche marks 


1.7778«8 

Dotdi guilders 


1.3334/44 

Swiss francs 


32.65/69 

Belgian francs 


S.4310/60 

French francs 


1566.2/7.7 

Italian lire 


100.42/52 

Japanese yen 


7.6025/25 

Swedish crowns 


6.9000/50 

Norwe^ crowns 


6.2230/80 

Danish crowns 

One stertiDg 

$1.5447/57 


One oonoe of gtdd $385.90/386.40 



EU trying to link Jordanian. 
Israeli and Syrian businesse: 


CAIRO (R) — The Euro- 
pean Commission is trying to 
persuade Jordan. Syria and 
Lebanon to let businessmen 
anend a meeting in Cairo 
later this year with 
bunnessmen from Europe. 


Egypt, Israel and the occu- 
pied territories. 

The three countries have 
not yet agreed to come, 
apparently because they do 
not feel their peace talks with 
Israel • have made enough 
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progress, the organisers said. 

"Eventually, and we are 
still working on this, com- 
panies from Jordan. Syria 
and Lebanon are also in- 
terested in taking part," said 
Andre - Haspels, the Euro- 
pean Commission offidal in 
charge of organising the 
event in December. 

“These countries need a 
little more time to indicate 
their position ... we are trying 
b>‘ all po»tble means to get 
the participation of these 
three countries." he told re- 
porters at a briefing on Mon- 
day evening. 

The idea of the event, 
known as Partenariat Euro- 
pean Union-Middle East, is 
to bring together hundreds of 
small and medium-size com- 
panies in the European Un- 
ion (EU) with potential busi- 
ness partners in the Middle 
East. 

The European Union has 
been arranging similar events 
within Europe since 1988 but 
this will be the first time it has 
done so outside the conti- 
nent. 

Raouf Saad. the Egyptian 
foreign minist^ official help- 
ing ^e commission organise 
the meeting, told reporters 
Egypt was keen to see other 
Arab countries take p.:rt. 

But he added: “Regional 
cooperation very much de- 
pends on progress in the bi- 
lateral tracks. The more 


progress we see there, the 
more fruits we will see. But 
we can only h.?ve comprehen- 
sive coopenition when we 
have a comprehensive 
peace." 

Diplomats said they ex- 
pected Jordan would take 
part in the Cairo meeting 
now that the Amman govern- 
ment has undone the links 
between progress in 
Jordanian-Isracii 'talks and 
separate talks between Israel 
and each of Syria and Leba- 
non. 

Jordan and Israel agreed 
earlier this month to start 
holding talks inside their 
countries for the first time. 
They announced a series of 
-moves towards peace and 
King Hussein said he was 
ready to meet hraeli leaders 
as soon as possible. 

Hanna Siniora of the 
European-Palesiinian Cham- 
ber of Commerce said about 
70 Palestinian companies 
would come to the meeting, 
many with a view to breaking 
dependence on the Israel 
market, with which they now 
do 90 per cent of their busi- 
ness. 

“We are trying to revive 
traditional markets." he said. 

Mr. Haspels said some 
businesses in the Gulf also 
wanted to attend the Cairo 
meeting as "third-party visi- 
tors." 
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U.S. Coast Guard picks up 1,300 
Haitians; surge biggest in 2 years 




PORT-AU-PRINCE (Agen- 
cks) — U.S. Coast Guard 
cotters intercepted 1,330 Hai- 
tto boat people at sea Mon- 
in one of the busiest days 
sinn refugees began leaving 
Haiti in droves following a 
H91 military coup. 

The new exodus comes in 
Ac wake of President Bill 
Clinton's more-liberal policy 
toward Haitian refugees, 
which many expected would 
ewcourage more desperate 
Haitians to try to escape their 
violent, dirt-poor homeland. 

new policy took effect 1 1 
divs ago. 

' Monday's figure — com- 
Wned with 786 Haitians 
apprehended over the 
weekend — signalled a huge 
jump in refugees and drama- 
tically increases pressure on 
the Clinton administration to 
jpackiy resolve Haiti’s fester- 
aig political crisis. 

; U.S. embassy officials 
were stunned at the tide. “It's 
hard to believe,” embassy 


spokesman Stanley Schrager 
said. "We’re very con- 
cerned.” 

The Haitians intercepted 
since Friday nearly equal the 
2,239 apprehended in all of 
1993. 

In Washington, the U.S. 
Immigration and Naturalisa- 
tion Service (INS) said the 
U30 refugees were being 
sent to (he hospital ship USS 
Comfort, which is serving as 
an INS a^lum processing 
centre in Kingston Harbour, 
Jamaica. 

The Comfort has about 400 
Haitians from previous boat 
intercepts and can hold about 
1,000, said INS spokesman 
Duke Austin. Hie new in- 
flux, he said, “is certainly 
going to be stretching the 
capabilities." 

Even before Monday's tot- 
als were announced, Cmdr. 
David Breuninger, Coast 
Guard liaison at the U.S. 
embassy in Port-Au-Prince, 
said he expected the surge to 


continue because the rate of 
asylum requests granted 
of^ore is more than five 
times that for Haitians peti- 
tioning at U.S. consular 
offices in Haiti. 

“Eventually the people of 
Haiti will know what the 
acceptance rate is, and the 
outflow will increase,” he. 
said. 

Fears of a flood of Haitian 
asylum-seekers were a factor 
in former Pre»dent George 
Bush's decision to send boat 
people back immediately, a 
policy Mr. Qinton continued 
after his election. 

But Mr. Clinton dianged 
the policy as of June 16, 
allowing all boat people to 
get a hearing aboard a U.S. 
vessel offshore to see if they 
are fleeing political persecu- 
tion from Haiti's military- 
installed government. 

Not counting the 1,330 
picked up Monday, 1,148 
Haitians had been inter- 
cqned since the new system went 


into effect, U.S. State De- 
partment spokesman Mike 
McCurry said in Washington. 

Coast Guard Petty Crnlcer 
Jeff Hall in Miami said the 
1,330 picked up Monday 
were mostly in small boats, 
although one carried more 
than ^0 people. 

Meanwhile, the extrava- 
gant tastes, parties and ultra- 
nght political views of Haiti's 
w^thy elite show no signs of 
abating in spte of tough sanc- 
tions targeting them and the 
military government they 
back. 

Haiti’s factories have 
closed and its formal eco- 
nomy has collapsed, but the 
city's top restaurants are still 
in business and the country's 
fabulously wealthy have not 
forgotten how to play. 

llieir children fill the tren- 
diest bars and dubs in Petkm- 
viile, the affluent suburb that 
looks down from a mountain- 
side over the crawling slums 
of Port-Au-Prince. 



Doceos of Hahhuis soiine to receive food at a the poor in downtown Port-Au-Prince (AFP 
Uw»ai efanreb-sponsored distribution point for |Aoto) 


Russia, NATO outline partnership plans 


MOSCOW (R) — Former 
odd war foes Russia and 
^iATO announced plans 
Tuesday to work closely 
together at all levels and turn 
iM'r new partnership into a 
lim'ng friendship. 

-. Russian Defence Minister 
Phvei Grachev and NATO's 
■tilitary commander in 
Europe General George Jouiwan 
outlined new confidence- 
building moves to repair de- 
cades of mistrust between 
Aeir military camps. 

Gen. Jouiwan's visit to 
Moscow, his first as supreme 
affied commander in Europe, 
emne on the heels of Russia 
signing NATO's partnership 
for peace scheme for closer 
■nlitary links. 

“We don't want just to be 
p^ners. We want to be 
friends and you get that by 
iMeraction at every level,” 
the U.S. general told a news 
conference held jointly with 
Gen. Grachev. 

Gen. Grachev said he had 
apecd with Gen. Jouiwan 
fiat the two sides would be- 
gm talks at expert level in the 


next few days to map out a 
programme of joint events 
for this year and next. 


Some 30 joint measures 
reflecting the new military 
entente between the two for- 
mer cold war adversaries 
were planned for this year 
with more to be dratted for 
next year, he said. He gave 
no details of what these mea- 
sures might be. 


sign — provides for joint 
military training, exerdses 
and defence planning though 
it offers no security guaran- 
tees. 


“I am of the opinion that 
very soon the practical imple- 
mentation of the partnership 
for peace deal will allow us 
to establish a real partnership 
between Russia and NATO.” 
Gen. Grachev said. 


Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev signed the part- 
nership for peace scheme 
with the North Atlantic Trea- 
ty Organisation on June 22 
after disputes ranging from 
Bosnia to arms control and 
bitter complaints by Moscow 
that its concerns and big pow- 
er status was being ingored. 


Gen. Jouiwan said that 
given Russia's size and 
strength be expected Moscow 
to present a detailed set of 
proposals for joint action 
which would go to Che 
alliance's political authorities 
for consideration. 

Gen. Grachev said the two 
sides would have a perma- 
nent representative at each 
other's military headquar- 
ters. 

An emergency “hot line” 
would be set up between the 
Russian Defence Ministry 
and 'NATO's milit^ head- 
quarters (SHAPE) in Mons. 
Belgium, for quick contact in 
the event of crisis. 


The partnership scheme — 
Russia is the 21st country to 


Apart from contact at 
headquarters level there were 
also plans for military coop- 
eration to be extended lower 
down the chain of command 
to the level of militaiy dis- 
tricts. Gen. Grachev said. - 


Charles 
to admit 


adultery 
for 1st 


time — TV 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
Prince Charles is to admit 

C blicly for the first time that 
was unfaithful to his now 
estranged wife Princess Di- 
ana in an interriew to be 
broadcast this week, British 
television said. 

. The heir to the throne has 
•ever previously commented 
on rumours he had an 
adulterous affair with Camil- 
la Parker Bowles, the wife of 
to army brigadier, but royal 
(^cials have not denied 
them. 


Independent Television 
Ne*.^s said that in a two and a 
half hour documentary about 
Us life to be shown on com- 
■aerdal television Wednes- 
Prince Charles admits 
being unfaithful to the gla- 
teorous and highly popular 
princess he married in 1981. 

Asked if he had been faith- 
«il to Prinrass Diana. Prince 
Charles is reported to have 
•eplied: “Yes... until it be- 
came clear that the marriage 
had irretrievably broken 
down.” 

. The makers of the prog- 
lamme itself, timed to mark 
^ 25th anniversary of the 
^nce's investiture as Prince 
of Wales, have remained 
l^t-lipped about the con- 
tents of the interview. 

- The couple's separation 
Was announced in parliament 
hi Cfecember. 1992 


Britain's tabloid press 
claimed the union had been a 
dbaster from the start and 
■Aat Prince Charles, now 45, 
had t^en seeing Mrs. Parker- 
Bwles up to and after the 
wedding ceremony. 

The extent of the attach- 
teent was revealed in 1993 
with the publication of taped 
telephone conversations, 
purportedly of Prince Charles 
and Camilla in intimate ex- 
^nges. 

Royal aides have declined 
to comment on a reported rift 
between Prince Charles and 
his mother Queen Elizabeth 
over reforming the historic 
finks between the crown and 
the Church of England. 

British newspai^rs said at 
the weekend that in the same 
television interview. Prince 
Oiarles suggests loosening 
the ties between the monarch 
and the established church. 


Clinton revamps cabinet 
ahead of Congress battles 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton has re- 
vamped his top White House 
staff to strengthen his hand 
ahead of landmark le^lative 
battles in Congre^ that will 
make or break his adminis- 
tration. 

By naming David Gergen 
as special adviser on diploma- 
tic affairs for both the presi- 
dent and Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, Mr. 
Qinton has also sought to 
shore up his battered image 
in matters of foreign policy. 

Mr. Gergen, a Republican 
who was called in May to put 
the White House in order and 
who has since served as 
general adviser to Mr. Qrn- 
ton. has made it dear that his 
expertise lies not in foreign 
policy but in selling policy 
issues to the public, as he 
showed under former Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan. 

Monday's shakeup. the 
second after William Perry 
replaced Les Aspin at the 
Pentagon in January, was 
also meant to eliminate the 
errors and ineffidendes that 
have plagued the White 
House in the past 18 months. 

In repladng White House 
Chief of Staff Thomas 
“Mack” McLarty with Office 
of Management and Budget 
Director Leon Panetta. Mr. 
Clinton has eased his child- 
hood friend from a problema- 
tic post he was ill suited for 
from the very start. 

Mr. Clinton told a press 
conference at the Oval C^ce 
that McLarty had been want- 
ing to resign for a month. 
“He has been and will con- 
tinue to be my closest and 
most trusted personal advis- 
er.” Mr. Qinton added. 

Unlike the tightly-run 
administrations of former 
Republican Presidents 


Reagan and George Bush. 
Mr. McLarty as diief of staff 
lacked a firm hand and his 
style was too laid bade. 

liiat only added to the 
disarray of the Qinton White 
House that was pl^ed from 
the outset with too many 
loose cannons. 

The inexperience of the 
White House staff cost Mr. 
Qinton dearly last year when 
his far-reaching economic 
programme barely made it 
through Congress des|Mte an 
intense lobbying effort by the 
'White House, cohorts. 

Now, Mr. Qinton faces 
five uphill months in Con- 
gress. widi battles over health 
care and welfare that more 
than likely will determine his 
chances of reelection. 

Mr. Clinton's pet project 
That proposes to extend he^th 
care to some 40 million 
Americans currently lacking 
it faces stiff opposition from a 
majority of legislators who 
wonder where the funding 
will come from. 

The president's welfare re- 
form and anti-crime legisla- 
tion also face money prob- 
lems in Congress. 

Also pending are a retrain- 
ing programme for the unem- 
ployed and (he recently con- 
cluded General Agreement 
of Tariffr and Trade accord, 
which calls for lower tariffs 
but cannot go into effect until 
a S14-billion bill to cover for 
estimated production losses is 
passed. 

In his new post as presiden- 
tial adviser. Mr. Clinton said, 
Mr. McLarty will be in 
charge of pushing GATT, 
health and welfare reforms 
through Congress. 

Mr. McLarty also will 
focus on preparing for Asian 
and inter-American summits 
later this year. 


Indonesia fines protesters 


JAKARTA (R) — An In- 
doneaan court on Tuesday 
fined six people detained dur- 
ing street demonstrations 
against a ban on thretf popn- 
lar weeklies. 


In the first of three ses- 
sions, the Jakarta Central 
Distrkt Court fined six stu- 
dents 2,000 rupiah ($1) each 
for staging a demonstration 
without a permit. Up to IS 
other protesters were ex- 
pected to receive token fines ■ 
or several days in jail. 


Lawyers representing die 
activists belted scorn on the 
court sentence. 


t 

I lie oedsioa is the biggest 
joke of the year,” said Limut 
Pangaribuan, director of the 
Jakarta branch of the Legal 
Aid Institute, adding that he 
would pursue the matter with 
the Sapreme Court 
Police and soldiers widd- 
ing rattan sticks dispersed 
two demonstrations, one of 
them in tte heart of Jakarta's 
business and administrative 
dBstrkt, Monday after last 
week's decision to ban three 
outspoken weekly m^- 
anes, the hugely popular De- 
tik tabloid, the long- 
establidied Tempo and the 
financially trodded Editor. 


CIA warns 
of nuclear 
threat from 
Russian 


gangs 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Criininal trade in Soviet znio- 
lear weapons tfareatmis- an 
"era of anarchic prolifera- 
tion,** but diere is no evi- 
dence ft has happened yet, 
the CIA dhector fold the 
Confess. 

"We cannnt nde out the 
possibility that organised 
aime groups wifi be able to 
obtain and sell nuclear 
weap^ or we^»as grude 
materials,'* James Woolsey 
said at a hearing in die House 
of Rencsentatives on die so- 

Rusaan «»afia_ 

He said intelfigence offic- 
ers are eqieciaily ctmcenied 
that Iran, Iraq, Lib^ or 
North Korea may try to ac- 
quire atomic weapons bcdlt 
^ the fotiner Soviet Union, 
through Russia's booming 
organised crime syndicates. 

Mr. WoolsOT said Russian 
intelligeiioe officers arrested 
dnee men earlier tins month 
who were caudit with three 
kilograrnmes (6.6 pounds) of 
enriched maniam, apfnreut- 
ly obcaiiied from a janifor at 
an nmnecified ofttfew 
near Moscow. He did not 
spediy if this was weapons- 
grade uraninm. 

He said dime also have 
been several cues of low- 
enriched uranium, mecfical 
isotepes and other materials 
lelatM to the Soviet nuclear 
programme, offered for sale 
oa the blade maihet. 

But he added: 'To date we 
have not detected any nuc- 
lear waxtaeads or significaot 
quantities of weapo ns - gra de 
materials beii% smi^^ed out 
of the ftmner Soviet Umon.” 

The transactiems low- 
grade nuclear material can- 
not be taken l^fatly, Mr. 
Woedsey said, bfo be said 
they do not pose a prohfera- 
tion direat bmose they dm- 
not be used for nuclear 
wefqxms. 

**We have no evidence that 
Russian organised crime 
groups are supplying or even 
attempting to st^friy tenorist 
with tn^y destruc- 
tive weapons," he said. 


S. Africa braces for more pollution 


from mystery sinking off Cape Town 


CAPE TOWN (R) — QviJ 
defence agencies braced 
Tuesday for renewed oil 
l^ludon from the mystery 
snking off Cape Town of the 
Chinese bulk carrier Apollo 
with 36 crew on board 
and for new gale-driven 
floods. 


Debris bearing the name of 
the Panama-registered 
131.000 tonne Apollo Sea 
washed up on the Cape west 
coast Monday, confirming 
fears that the ship sank hours 
after sailing from Saldanha 
Bay, 100 kilometres north of 
Cape Town, eight days ago. 


“We're now pretty sure 
that tile ship has sunk,” De- 
partment Transport Sea 


Rescue coordinator Captain 
William Dernier told Reu- 
ters. 

Anton Moldan, who is 
coordinating control of the 
city's worst pollution dsas- 
ter, said more oil was bub- 
bling to the surface southwest 
of Dassen Island, a crucial 
nesting ground near Cape 
Town of the endangered 
jackass penguin. 

“Our patrol plane saw oil 
bubbling up there last night 
and they are up there again to 
take another look now. The 
oil flow is continuing,” he 
said. 

Moldan said three 
pollution-control vessels 
were on standby to sail from 
Cape Town as soon as the 


eight-day-long winter storm 
moderates enough to allow 
them to operate. 


Heavy rains continued to 
deliver misery to thousands 
of blacks living in shanty- 
towns of wood, tin and plastic 
shacks on the flatlands east 
and south of the city. 

Red Cross spokesman 
John Stone said volunteers 
worked through the night to 
deliver dry clothes and blank- 
ets to shack dwellers dren- 
rhed by torrential rains 
since Sunday. 


“It's not so much a ques- 
tion of shelter. The problem 
is that these people have no 
dry clothes or bedding,” he 
said. 



Resideats of the Croasroads squatter camp 
transport a load of firewood home, durii^ a 


break in the storms whidi continiie to lash 
Cape Town (AFP photo) 


Clinton wants new policy on Africa 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President BUI Qintoa said 
Monday that with all the dis- 
mal news from Rwanda and 
other African nations, it is 
important to stress positive 
dewopments on the conti- 
nent, such as tbe ending of 
apartheid in Sooth Africa. 

"L^s remind people that 
there are things to hope ab- 
out, as well as things to fear,” 
Mr. Qinton told tbe first 
White House coDference on 
Africa. 

'ThCTe are too many na- 
tknis in Africa where tyranny 
stiU drowns oot opposition in 
human rights. But as we meet 
today, more than a dozen 
African nations are preparing 
for elections,” be told ei^rts 
from govenunent and inter- 
national oiaaxiisations that 
focus on Africa. 

He cited South Africa's 
peaceful elections and transi- 
tion as cause for hope and 
noted the promise and prog- 
ress in Senegal, Mali, Nanu- 
bia, Bostwana, Benin, Mala- 
wi, Eritrea and Ethiopia. 


Nfr. Qinton and Vice Pres- 
ident A1 Gore said the discus- 
skms and suggestions raised 
at foe two-day conference 
wUl be used in formulation of 
fritore U.S. polides toward 
African nations. 

'T do know we need a new 
policy,” said Mr. Omton, 
adding it will be based on foe 
idea “that we should hdp 
tbe nations of Africa identify 
and solve problems before 
they erupt.” 

He said tbe conference wfl] 
be “tbe b^iniiing of a new 
American commitment to a 
better future for all our peo- 
ple." 

“Maybe the most impor- 
tant thing 1 can do to work 
with you... is to do whatever 
the president can do to... 
explain to the American peo- 
ple. of whatever race, region 
or background, why Afoca 
matters to all of us and to our 
common future.” he said. 

Tbe conference was de- 
signed in part to give higher 
visibillQr to concerns of Afri- 
ca, espedally in tbe wake of 


tbe Ul-feted U.S. militaiy raid 
m Somalia that left 18 U.S. 
soldiers dead and prompted a 
more goo-sby a^roadi to 
commitment of troops. 

Mr. Clinton said U.S. 
military involvement in 
Somalia, wfaiefa began as a 
food-delivery protection mis- 
sion, “was a weU-motivated 
and good thing to do foat 
saved hundreds of thousands 
of lives, but wfaiefa was pre- 
sented, T think quite honest- 
ly but wrongly, to foe Amer- 
ican people as something diat 
could be done on a purely 
humanitarian basis.” 

There is no such titing as a 
punly bumanitarian enter- 
prise, except in cases of natu- 
ral disaster,” be said. In- 
tervention in SomaJia came 
during a civil war. 

After some pre-conference 
controversy, participants 
gave tbe event high marks, 
especially in tenns of putting 
a high-level focus on a region 
foat many believe has been 
long neglected by foe United 
States. 


Old feuds continue in S. Africa’s Zulu heartland 


DURBAN, South Africa (R) 
— Ancient feuds in South 
Africa's violent Zulu heart- 
land win continue despite the 
peaceful transition to black 
majority rule elsewhere in 
the country, political analysts 
say. 

Political violence has declined 
markedly in Kwazulu- 
Natal region since the coun- 
try's first all-race elections 
swept ANC leader Ndson 
Mandela into power — but 
feuds between rival Zulu 
dans show no sign of abating 
in the, post-apartheid era. 

“Faction fighting is as old 
as history.” police spokes- 
man Bala Naidoo told Reu- 
ters. 

“You cannot rule out re- 
venge. Even if one person 
was killed 10 years ago. you 
cannot rule out (he revenge 
factor." 


cruriied a British force at 
isandhlawna. 

Bloodshed resurged over 
the past decade, when politic- 
al rivalry between Nelson 
Mandela's African National 
Congress and the Zulu-based 
Inkatha Freedom Party killed 
more than 10.000 blacks. 


Ms. De Haas said many 
faction fights have berome 
political in recent years with 
(he intensification of political 
rivalry between the ANC and 
Zulu chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi's inkatha. 


Scores of blacks were kil- 
led in rvral areas among the 
green bills and sugar planta- 
tions of Kwazulu-Natal dur- 
ing the past year, many of 
them in revenge attacks 
5f»rked by earlier killings, 
police said*. 

Univerrity of Natal anthro- 
pologist Mary De Haas said 
feuds between rival Zulu 
clans have cepri ued for 
years over land, resources, 
women and cattle. 


She predicted ANC- 
Inkatha rivalry would con- 
tinue over the next five years 
before the next round of'elec- 
tions due in 1999. 

“In the immediate future 
there will be a lot of competi- 
tion for (the loyalty of) the 
Zulu nation," Ms. De Haas 
said. 


Bloodshed has stained 
Kwazulu-Naial. home to 
many of South Africa's 8.5 
million Zulus, the largest 
ethnic group, since British 
colonisation of the region in 
1840. 

In the early 19th century 
Zulu warrior-King Shaka 
built his nation into a power- 
ful force in southern Africa. 
In 1879 Zulu warriors armed 
with spears and shields 


“The people waging the 
faction fighting are among 
the most conservative and 
poorest in South Africa.” she 
said. 

Police say some of the 
bloodiest violence lakes place 
during faction fights between 
rival clans. 

Warriors armed with 
assault rifles, spears and 
hatchets and “protected” by 
a witchdoctor's battle medi- 
cine tear into each other. The 
dead are left for police lo 
collect... 


Inkatha won the Kwazulu- 
Naial region in the April 
general election, sparking 
ANC claims of electoral 
fraud. Nationally Inkatha 
polled slightly more than 10 
per cent. 

Mr. Buthelezi is home 
affairs minister, the most 
senior pany member in the 
ANC-dominated national un- 
ity government. 


Buthelezi. 

Critics have accused Mr. 
Buthelezi of using his nephew 
King Goodwill Zwelithini as 
a political pawn but Mr. 
Buthelezi has accused the 
ANC of trying to drive a 
wedge between himself and 
the king. 

Several members of the 
royal family said last week 
Mr. Buthelezi was trving to 
humiliate and blackmail King 
Zwelithini via revelations of 
his salary. 

Politic^ analysts said if the 
king broke away, it would 
diminish Mr. Buthelezi's 
power considerably. 

“There is no doubt that he 
has broken with Buthelezi. 
He is guarded by the South 
African National Defence 
Force and his salary is being 
paid by Pretoria.” Ms. Da 
Haas said. 



in recent weeks the politic- 
al feuding between Inkatha 
and the ANC spilled over 
into the Zulu royal court. 

A Zulu prince said several 
members of the royal family 
were in hiding feaiing assas- 
sination at the hands of Kwa- 
tiiIm loyal to Mr. 







Mr. Buthelezi considers 
himself the traditional prime 
minister lo the king but the 
royal family members said in 
a statement last week he had 
no right to the powerful posi- 
tion. 

“On the contrary', he is 
responsible for the unpre- 
cedented horrendous and tor- 
menting humiliation of His 
Majesty and (he royal 
house.” the statement said. 


Jeremy Irons 
to star in 
Die Hard 3 







BEVERLY HILLS. 

(R) _ Actor Jcreiry IroM 

will star opposite 

lis in the upcoming 
Hard 3, Twentieth 
Fox announced. The Snti^ 

actor won an fo* 
portrayal of Claus 
Bulow in the film -- 
Of Fortune. Samuel 
who has appeared in bpike 
Lee's Jungle Fever, and I«t 
year’s summer 
Jurassic Park has landed th 
part of WiWis' unw-illing 
ner, the studio said. 
set to begin production July 
30, in New York, will be 
directed by John McTiernan 

the director of the original 

Die Hard. The screenplay, 
written by Jonathan H®m- 
leigh, finds detecti%e John 
McCane, played by Willis, in 
a volatile partnership with a 
'tough activist, when he is 
drawn into a deadly game, 
with a terrorist bent on desr 
troying New York. Jackson 
has ^50 appeared in “Mo’ 
Better Blues, directed by 
Spike Lee, and True Ro- 
mance. 
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Got a problenr? 
phone a foreign 
Journalist 


BEUING (AFP) — In a new 
sign foat Qiinese society is 
picking up on Western 
habits, the pi^lation has 
started complaining to jour- 
nalists about their problems, 
or bragging about their new 
inventions. They are not 
however moaning or boasting 
to the Chinese press. Foreign 
reporters are foe main targets 
of this new-found freedom. 
Mad professors, women who 
daim to have been battered 
or raped by corrupt officials 
or p^ice, indiriduals from 
the piovinoe wanting to com- 
plain about the government 
— all head for the offices of 
foreign correspondents. The 
new visitors reflect the slow 
liberalisation of Giina and 
greater access to hi^ tech- 
nology sudi as the tdephone 
and fax. Wang Xi, a ^tball 
fanatic from foe central pro- 
vince of Hubei, thinks be 
„ knows why Germany’s World 
Cop captain .Lofoar Matthaps 
will not take penalties. He 
claims Matthaus has “crack- 
ed” mentally. And Wang 
bombards the AFP bureau 
with calls and faxes begging 
coverage of bis method erf 
helping sports stars overcome 
their mental frailties 
perhaps to win the World 
Cup. The eager Wang is just 
one of bandit of “sources” 
now contacting Western 
media desperate for a story 
foat does not rely on official 
propaganda. The women 
who claim to have been ab- 
used by officials are foe most 
alarming callers. Those who 
travel from foe province to 
complain about government 
corruption or mismanage- 
ment are tenacious. But 
they to the foreign media 
because they know their ■ 
appeals or complaints stiU 
stand no chance of g^ttmg 
pubiidty at home. The Peo- 
ple’s Daily reminded Chinese 
journalise recently that they , 
.had to stick to the party line 
and concentrate on “collec- 
tivism, sodalism and patriot- 
frm.” One problem is foat . 
few Chinese have a real idea 
of the role of foe foreign • 
press. So foreign journalists 
are often treated as a kind of * 
psychoanalyst or even a way 

of getting a visa to the West . 
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China province 
bans luxury cars 
for leaders 


^UING (R) - -me 
?”na province of Zhejiang, ; 
one of the nchest in tife ? 
nation, has banned its top '• 
offiaals from driving luxurv 
imported cars. The Zhejiang ^ 
Daily, seen in Beijing Tues- 

of 5,^P'*"ary Commit- 
tee of foe province’s Com- 
mum« Party had instru^ 

and party 
offiaals to immediately stoo 

Benz, BMW Lin- * 
»ln Cadillac. Rolls R(^ ', 
and Lexus, it said. The oS i • 

anie to their rank accordiriB - 

the^rd™™"d 

more details. The an?o® ' 
obseiwd ihat 

an imported 
in Chin”'’ 
rcstdeni said -k-. 

“*an Chinese ea™ 
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World Ne 
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EU presidency row tests parliament’s 

aDtieCRtC- /-n\ n 


■s 


^RUSSELS (R) ~ Euro- 
pean Union leaders are under 
intense pressure to agree on a 
new European Commission 
president on July IS to stave 
off calls by the incoming 
European Parliament for a 
greater say in the appoint- 
ment. 

One of the first tasks of the 
new, strengthened parlia- 
ment, which meets on July ]9 
in the Frendi dty of Stras- 
bourg, was to meet and 
approve the bloc's new chief 
executive, succeeding 
Frenchman Jacques Delors. 

Germany, the next presi- 
dent of the EU for six 
months, has called a special 
summit for July IS after Bri- 
tain at last weekend’s Corfu 
summit vetoed the choice of 
Belgian Premier Jean Luc- 
Deheane and plunged the 12- 
nation group into crisis. 

Euro-MPs greeted the Cor- 
fu failure on British Prime 
Minister John Major's veto as 
proof that a system of 


behind-the-scenes deals is un- 
workable. as well us undemo- 
cratic. 

“When EU citizens are 
already complaining at not 
having a word to say in Euro- 
pean decision-making It's in- 
comprehensible that the 
candidate who has the sup- 
port of 1 1 countries could not 
be elected because of the 
12th," Belgian Liberal Euro- 
MP Willy De Clercq said in a 
statement. 

"Wouldn't it be better to 
leave it to the newly-elected 
European parliament to de- 
cide itself in the name of EU 
citizens the politician who 
would be most apt to succeed 
Jacques Delors?" he said. 

"The parliament could 
thus democratically choose 
one of the candidates which 
would allow us to avoid the 
confusion and the delay of 
the decision that we know 
today," Klaus Hansch. the 
Socialist’s candidate for the 
parliament's own preudency. 


said. 

German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, whose country 
takes over the EU presidency 
Friday, has said that he is 
consulting his panners ahead 
of ihe July IS emergency EU 
summit in Brussels. 

Mr. Dehaene hinted Mon- 
day he was prepared to step 
aside, acknowledging that the 
British stance against him 
meant he could not achieve 
the unanimity required to fol- 
low Mr. Delors next January. 

But the foreign ministers of 
Prance and Germany, the 
two EU powerhouse that 
picked Mr. Dehaene as 
candidate, said (he bloc 
should not bow to British 
intransigence and should 
stick by Mr. Dehaene. 

Mr. Dehaene himself said 
shortly after the failure in 
Corfu to pick him as presi- 
dent it would be an "affront" 
to the parliament, the EU's 
direedy elected assembly, if it 


new powers 

were not able to vote on the 
new president in Strasbourg. 

The assembly’s stand "on 
this and on the make-up of 
the new commission a.s a 
whole will be the ffrst test of 
whether the parliament will 
use its bite as well as its bark 
and deploy new powers se- 
cured under the Maastricht 
Treaty. '' 

The parliament in April 
attached a series of condi- 
tions to agreeing to the in 
vestiture of the new commis- 
sion. It wanted to vet the 
commissioners one by one 
and block appointments un- 
less they included enough 
women. 

Whether it will carry out its 
threats remains to be seen. 

In May an expected clif- 
fhanger vote, as the parlia- 
ment threatened to bkxk EU 
plans to enlarge to Austria, 
Finland. Norway and Sweden 
in a struggle for more pow- 
ers, turned into a landslide 
vote of welcome for the four. 


Paris talks start; Bosnians fight on 
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'SARAJEVO (R) — Serb and 
Muslim forces battled for a 
strategic supply route in Bos- 
nia Tuesday while interna- 
tionai mediators put ffnal 
touches to a new peace plan. 

Rghting in nonh-central 
Bosnia, although at a lower 
level than in recent days, 
continued despite a tempor- 
ary month-long ceasefire 
ag^doB June 10 which was 
intended to pave the way for 
a negotiated settlement. 

The top U.N. official in 
former Yugoslavia expressed 
alarm at the escalating con- 
flict and warned the Serbs 
^d Muslims to stop attack- 
ing U.N. peacekeepers or 
face NATO air power. 

Yasusbi Akashi, U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Gh^i's special envoy in the 
Balkans, issued the warning 
before heading to Brussels 
for meetings with NATO 
chiefe to discuss hiture steps 
in the face of collapsing peace 
efforts. 

[n Paris, oflidals of the 
United States. Russia. Bri- 
tain, France and Germany 
met in secret session to put 
the final touches to a peace 
intended to end the war. 

At the heart of the plan is a 
draft map which would divide 
Bosnia along ethnic lines, 
giving 51 per cent of the 
territory to the newly formed 
Muslim-Croat federation and 
the rest to the &rbs, who 
currently holds 70 per cent of 
the land. 

Neither side has given an 
indication that it is ready to 
agree a settlement along the 
lines proposed. 

A United Nations spokes- 
man in Sarajevo reported an 
overall drop • in the level of 


fighting over the past 24 
hours, but said hostilities 
continued around strategic 
Mount Ozren and for control 
of a supply route known by 
the U.N. as **Route Duck." 

Control of the route would 
allow the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian army, who have been on 
the offensive in the area, easy 
communication between 
their strongholds of Zenica 
and Tuzia. 

"Shelling and fighting con- 
tinued in the Ozren salient, 
but a noticeable decrease was 
noted." U.N. spokesman 
Commander Eric Chaperon 
told a news conference. "Tlie 
offensive on Route Duck 
continues, although re- 
portedly at a lower level." 

Maj. Chaperon reported 
that another active front — 
the northeastern Bihac en- 
clave, where rebel Muslims 
are fighting government 
troops — was quiet after 
several days of fierce fight- 
ing. 

In Paris, French officials 
said no substantive statement 
should be expected after 
Tuesday’s “contact group" 
talks with diplomats, meeting 
in the absence of the warring 
factions, because they are 
committed to confidentiali^. 

ITie next step is fonr the 
peace plan to be agreed on by 
big power foreign ministers, 
possibly at a meeting in 
Geneva Friday, and then 
further endorsed by leaden of 
the Group of Seven industrial 
powers at their summit in 
Naples next week. 

French Forei;^ Minister 
Alain Juppe said Monday 
night that Ae officials would 
“see whether they can final - 
iy complete a draft map and a 
draft constitutional settle- 


ment to propose to the par- 
ties to the conflict." 

"If we agree tomorrow in 
Paris, then we will propose 
this plan to the parties at the 
beginning of July. The G-7 
summit wilt be an opportun- 
ity for the big powers to take 
a stand on the plan and call 
on the parties to accept it." 
he told Europe 1 Radio. 

Diplomats said the peace 
plan would be more of an 
ultimatum than a basis for 
further protracted negotia- 
tions. 

France, which has the most 
peacekeepers in former 
Yugoslavia with some 6.500 
men, has said it would begin 
withdrawing its contingent if 
the plan was rejected. Mr. 
Juppe also spoke of the possi- 
bility of using sanctions if one 
party refused peace. 

Turkey has however de- 
spatched peacekeepers in 
Bosnia, despite Serb object 
tkms. Some 1.500 Turkish 
troops are expected to be 
deployed by mid-July, but 
away from Serb forces who 
view them as the heirs of the 
Muslim Ottoman colonisers 
of the past. 

It was on June 28, 1389 
chat Turkish forces van- 
quished Serbian ruler Lazar 
on a battlefield at Kosovo, a 
defeat mourned 1^ Orthodox 
Serbs as the be^nning of 500 
ycais submergi^ within the 
Ottoman Empire and Islam. 

The Turkish troops had 
been expected to arrive in 
Zenica on Tuesday, but their 
move from the Adriatic port 
of Split was delayed until 
next week “due to contrac- 
tual problems over accom- 
modation," a U.N. spokes- 
man said. 


overall urop • in me levei oi oran consmuuonai seine- man saio. 

Bangladesh bans weapons after clashes 
between Islamic groups, secular rivals 

P> fJ A L* A /A . . Dm MM tUie wSAMrk fAv !«■ 


DHAKA (AFP) — Bang- 
ladesh has outlawed inde- 
finitely carrying arms nd 
ammunition following dashes 
Monday between Muslim 
fundamentalists and oppo- 
nents which left scores in- 
jured. 

The ban was to avert a 
possible "showdown" Thurs- 
dav during a general strike 
xalled by fundamentalists de- 
Wnding punishment for fugi- 
tive feminist writer Taslima 
Nasreen. accused of blas- 
pheming Islam. 

The fundamentalists also 
want blasphemy laws enacted 
to punish Nasreen and a ban 
on several ‘'anti-islamic" 
newspapers. 

Nasreen. 32. a docto- 
turned-writer, has been in 
hiding since a local court 
issued an arrest warrant early 


this month for "outraging the 
religious feelings of Muslims" 
in remarks she made about 
Islam's holy book, the 
Koran. 

Press reports said she was 
seeking asylum in the United 
States. 

Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner A. N. Hussain 
said in a statement Tuesday 
that the arms ban was 
ordered because of the grow- 
ing number of activists car- 
rying weapons and to reas- 
sure an increasingly alarmed 
public. 

On Monday police had to 
use batons arid tear to break 
up running street battles be- 
tween fundamentalists and 
their opponents. 

The ffindamentalists’ strike 
call has provoked dashes 
since the weekend. More ral- 


lies were planned for later 
Tuesday and police we re on 
alert. 

One political analyst said 
extremist groujK were using 
the present crisis to "gain a 
foothold in state power." He 
said extremist groups, with 
the fundamentalist Jamaat-E- 
fslami already in parliament, 
were more organised than 
their rivals. 

Mufty Maulana Faziul Ha- 
que. a vocal Islamic leader, 
said Tuesday "no more poli- 
tics of prayers, we will now 
go to Bangabhdban (pres- 
idential palace)." 

Another lea^r, quoted by 
the pro-Islamic daily Inqilab. 
said: "We will no more give 
blood to defend the country, 
but will take blood ... this 
country will live as an Islamic 
country." 


Tapie wrong-foots critics, sticks it out 


PARIS (R) — French soccer 
boss turned politidan Ber- 
nard Tapie wrongfooted cri- 
tics again Tuesday, tabling a 
bill when most expected him 
to announce he was quitting 
because of fraud accusations. 

Mr. Tapie had been widely 
expected to announce his res- 
ignation at a news conference, 
called hours before the 
National Assembly was due 
to debate two requests to lift 
his immunity from prosecu- 
tion for alleged tax and buisr- 
ness fraud. 

But, buoyed by a stunning 
success in this month's Euro- 
pean election, he staged a 
coup do theatre, saying he 
vb-ould Slick it out to push 
through his bill to ban youth 
unemployment, one of 
France's most acute prob- 
lems. 

"I am not going to quit just 
when I want to fight to push 
that bill through." he told the 
news conference. 

He had earlier hinted he 
might leave the French 
Assembly to focus on the 
European Pariilament seat he 


won earlier this month. 

The jobs plan, which he 
has not yet described in de- 
tail, has been hailed by young 
people but ridiculed by critics 
as wishful thinking. 

Mr. Tapie said it was coin- 
cidental that he proposed the 
bill on Tuesday, “it could 
have been yesterday or tor- 
morrow,” he said. 

He said he would defend 
himself in the National 
Assembly later in the day 
against the requests to lift his 
immunity. 

The Assembly’s Immunity 
Committee unanimously re- 
commended last week that 
the house approve the re- 
quests in cases involving Mr. 
Tapie's luxury pleasure 
yacht, the Phocea. which he 
had registered as a commer- 
cial vessel for tax purposes. 

"I love this kind of occa- 
sions. I've such good memor- 
ies of the previous one," Mr. 
Tapie said. 

The Assembly last year 
ignored his plea and voted to 


lift his immunity in a case 
involving his business affairs 
which is still under investiga- 
tion. 

Mr. Tapie faces six sepa- 
rate probn into allegations of 
tax and business fraud as well 
as interfering with witnesses 
to fend off charges of bribery 
by his Marseille soccer team. 

“1 think someone who got 
two million votes in a demo- 
cratic election cannot be in- 
sulted... I'm sure the de- 
puties will have more respect 
for me this time." Mr. Tapie 
said. 

Mr. Tapie, leading a 
national election campaign 
for the first time, drew a 
stunning 12 per cent of votes 
for his radical Energy List in 
the European election this 
month. 

Mr. Tapie is also contest- 
ing lawsuits over huge bank 
debts. The French Treasury 
and the Credit Lyonnais bank 
have laid claim as creditors to 
his art and antique furniture 
collection, said to be worth 
hundrnb of millions of francs 
(tens of millions of dollars). 


Japan 
Socialists, 
coalition 
to open 
talks 

TOKYO (R) — The minority 
coalition of outgoing 
Japanese Prime Minister Tsu- 
tomu Hata agreed with the 
opposition Sodalists Tuesday 
to open forma! policy talks in 
an effort to forge a new 
majority government. 

“We will enter into fonnal 
talks with the ruling coalition 
to form a new government," 
Socialist Chairman Tomiichi 
Murayama said after talks 
with the heads of the seven 
alliance parties. 

The ^dalist about-face 
followed just one day after 
the leftist party held incon- 
clusive talks mth the Uberal 
Democratic Party (IDP), the 
other force in the current 
three-day struggle for power. 

Mr. Hata, who led Japan’s 
first minority government 
since 1955, quit Saturday a^ 
ter just two months in power 
to avoid being felled in an 
FOP-sponsored non- 
confideiide motion. 

The Socialists had walked 
out of the coalition in April, 
stripping it of its majority. 

Now, the coalition is reluc- 
tantly exploring whether the 
Socialists want to rejoin the 
bloc. 

There was no word, 
however, on when the two 
sides could open fonnal 
negotiations to draft a com- 
mon policy platform. 

The party chiefs merely 
agreed that the deadline for 
naming a new prime minister 
was Wednesday, last day of 
the current 150-day par- 
liamentary session. 

Undl Tuesday the coalition 
had refused to make a move 
in the search for Mr. Han’s 
replacement, saying that was 
now up to the Socialists and 
the LDP who had forced him 
out. 

Finally, top coalition 
strategist Ichiro Ozawa gave 
in to interna) pressure to take 
back the initiative and try to 
lure back the Sodalists. 

On Monday, the Sodalists 
and LDP, for decades bitter 
cold war foes, had held futile 
ulks to see if there was 
enough common ground be- 
tween Jhem. 

But Murayama and LDP 
Yohei Kono could agree only 
on the need to put an early 
end to the current turmoil. 

The main reason for the 
confusion stems from the in- 
ability of the Sodalist lead- 
ership to make up its mind. 

Tlie Sodalist rightwing, 
called “democrats", wants to 
rejoin the coalition, but the 
leftwing favours an LDP 
alliance. 

Mr. Hata, meanwhile, said 
he was disgusted with the 
turmoil. 

“It might be better for poli- 
tics to go all the way down 
and hit rock bottom," Mr. 
Hata told reporters before 
moving his furniture and be- 
lon^ngs out of the prime 
minister's residence. 

"After ail. politidans are 
only making these moves on 
the prindples of saving face 
and lowly things like that." 


Mr. Hata might still be 
obliged to anend the July 
8-10 Napels summit meeting 
of the g^p of seven leading 
industrialised countries, mak- 
ing it the second year in a row 
that Tokyo would be repre- 
sented at the G7 by a lame- 
duck premier. 

In parliament angry lower 
house speaker Tal»lM Doi, 
herself a former Sodalist 
chairwoman, summoned the 
heads of the various parties 
and demanded they get on 
with choosing a new prime 
minister. 


U.N. tries to feed trapped 
civilians in Rwandan capital 


KIGALI (R) — The United 
Nations tried Tuesday to get 
food to 8,000 trapp^ uid 
terrified dvilians sheltering in 
a churdi complex in the tot- 
tered government-held sector 
of the Rwandan capital Kiga- 
li. 

The dvilians, hungry and 
in fear of lives, have been 
caught on the wrong side of 
the battle lines as the Tutsi- 
dominated Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF) tries to pound 
government loyalists into 
submlstion. 

"We are trying to get food 
to the Sainte Famille (Church 
complex), and there's a very 
remote chance we will evacu- 
ate people from there as 
well." U.N. Assistance Mis- 
sion la Rwanda (UNAMIR) 
spokesman Major Jean-Guy 
Plante told reporters. 

Many of the people 'in 
Sainte Famille are Tutsis and 
are in danger of being pulled 
out and butchered by pro- 
government Hutu militias 
who mill around at the entr- 
ances to the complex. 

Close to the frontline 
where rebels are pressing a 
fierce assault with daily mor- 
tar bomtordments of govern- 
ment areas, the church also 
shelters many majority Hutus 
fleeing t)ie mainly 'Tutsi re- 
bels. 

A rebel mortar bomb slam- 
med into a wall adjoining the 
main Sainte Famille Church 
Monday, and inmates of the 
complex said five people had 
been killed. 

Unable to get food regular- 
ly, the people of Sainte 



A French soldier taking part in Operation 
Turquoise shakes hands with Hutu chOdren in 


the village of Mnrntu, 60 fcOometres from the 
bmtler with Zaire (.AFP photo) 


Famille face the added risk of 
slowly starving to death. 

UNAMIR constantly -tries 
to rescue civilians from the 
Sainte Famille and other 
compounds — which the mili- 
tias raid from rime to time to 
drag away fresh massacre vic- 
tims. A total of 25.(X)0 dvi- 
lians are trapped behind gov- 
ernment lines. 

On June 11 militias butch- 
ered 60 Tutsi boys they pul- 
led from the complex, spark- 
ing outrage in France which 
led to the Frendi (^ration 
Turquoise which is protecting 
dvilians in the west of the 
country. 

The two sides have ^teed 
to simultaneous exchanges of 
their dvilian supporters on a 


one-for-one basis — fighting 
permitting. 

But aid woiicers say many 
of the 5.500 dvilians holed up 
in U.N.-guarded compounds 
on the rebel side of the dty 
are Hums who do not want to 
cross to government zones 
where they will face fierce 
rebel mortar barrages. 

Maj. Plante said Sunday 
evacuations had been de- 
layed indefinitely because 
Riinda, the drop-off point for 
peonle being transferred to 
government areas 20 
kilometres southwest of 
Kigali, had come under fierce 
attack. 

He indicated Tuesday that 
the warring sides may be 
trying to agree on a different 


A 
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In mcukldo, on Kj^goB's soutiiern front, n 
soldier frvMn (he Rwanda Patriotic Fnmt 


(RPF) takes part in trench warfare 
govermnent tones (AFP Rhoto) 


with 


drofH>fr point. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross, mean- 
while, prepared to attempt 
further evacuations of 
seriously wounded people 
from its overflowing hosintal 
behind government lines to 
the King Faisal hos|»tal on 
the rebel sides. 

On Monday 45 injured 
were transfeir^ during a lull ,, ^ 
in fighting to the King Faisal . • 
Oinic run by a team of doc- 
tors from ito Mededne Sans . ^ 
Frontieres (MSF) medical - 
charity. ■ - ' •• 

Kigali was relatively quiet ^ 
Tuesday morning after sever- > 
al days of intense rebel mor- - 
tar barrages. The warring '* 
sides appear to use periods <M - 
quiet simply to clean their - f* 
guns and stock up with 
ammunition for another Uitz- 
ing. 

An estimated S(X)J)00 peo- •'« 
pie, mostly Tutsis or Hutu 
opponents of the govern- 
mem, were butchered in an 
orgy of bloodletting following ' 
the assassination of Hutu *; 
Preisdent Juvenal Habyart- - 4 
mana on April 6. 

UNAMIR Commander'^ 
Major-General Romeo Dal- ? 
laire, meanwhile, prepared to 
leave Kigali on his way. via' . 
the Kenyan capital Nairobi. 'Y 
to meet the French comman-^ 
ders of Operation Turquoise 
at their base in the eastern 
Cairo town of Goma. 

- Meanwhile French special ' 
force evacuated more riian 40 
nuns and orphans from cen- j 
tral Rwanda on Tuesday to 
safety in nei^bouring Zaire. 


Nigeria conference 
adjourns until July 11 


ABUJA (AFP) — Nigeria's 
constitutional conference, 
which opened here Monday, 
adjourned its debates Tues- 
day until July 11. 

Officials said the adjourn- 
ment resulted from the fact 
delegates had asked for more 
time to examine the confer- 
ence's agenda. 

The delegates, who are 
to discuss the country's re- 
turn to civilian rule, Tuesday 
morning held a short debate 
during which several com- 
plained about lack of prepa- 
ration for the meeting.' 
according to several partici- 
pants. 

After a suspension, the 
conference session resumed 
behind closed doors and a 
dedsion was taken to adjourn 
for two weeks. 

The opposition has de- 
nounced die conference as a 
farce and called for the re- 
lease from jail of Mashood 
Abiola. the reputed winner 


of last year's annulled pres- 
idential election. 

Meanwhile, police shot 
and wounded seven women 
demonstrators in Lagos and 
arrested hundreds more dur- 
ing a series of rallies in sup- 
port of Mr. Abiola, the Com- 
mittee for the Defence of 
Human Rights said Tuesday. 

The women, many of them 
small-time traders from the 
Ikeja district of northern 
Lagos where Mr. Abiola 
lives, were holding a demon- 
stration when pdlice inter- 
vened, firing in their direc- 
tion and wounding seven, the 
committee said in a statement 
signed by its national secret- 
ary Segun Jegede. 

Several more ~demonstra- 
tions. involving trades- 
women, took place in several 
other northern Lagos districts 
and a total of 400 demonstra- 
tors were detained, the com- 
mittee said. 


Kravchuk leads Ukraine poll 


•P 


KlE’V (AFP) — incumbent 
Leonid Kravchuk emerged as 
the leader in the first round 
of Ukraine’s presidential bal- 
lot, Interfax-Ukraine News 
A^cy said Tuesday. 

The report, based on un- 
offidal returns from virtually 
all local and regional elector- 
al commissions, put support 
for Mr. Kravchuk at 36 per 
cent compared to 32 per cent 
for his nearest chtJlenger. 
former Premier Leonid 
Kuchma. 

It said western regions of 
the country where support 
for Mr. Kravchuk was around 
90 per cent were among the 
last to announce returns fol- 
lowing Sunday's vote. 

The report said turnout in 
Sunday’s vote topped 27.6 
million of the country’s 38 
million eligible voters and of 
those some 9.8 million cast 
ballots for Mr. Kravchuk 
while 8.2 million favoured 
Mr. Kudima. 

An aide to Mr. Kuchma 
said earlier that he planned to 
protest alleged “folsification" 


of ballots in the contest. 

Mr. Kravchuk, the former « 
Communist Party ideology § 
boss for Ukraine, and Mr.' , 
Kuchma, former director of 
the world’s largest mistile 
foctory, are to face each 
other in a runoff ballot on ^ 
July 10. ;• 

The results, if confirmed * 
by the Central Electoral ' ^ 
Commission, highlight the'^- 
^it between the industrial- 
ly east where voters favour- '* 
ing closer ties with Russia 
backed Mr. Kuchma. ' 

In some eastern Ukrainian 
constituencies Mr. Kuchma • 
opened up a lead of between 
20 and 40 percentage pmnts 
over Mr. Kravchuk, who in v 
several areas took only third ,« 
place behind Alexander, t 
Moroz, speaker of the Ukrai- 
nian parliament. 

Biit in the west of the 
country, where support for * 
Mr. Kravdiuk often Copped 
.90 per cent, Mr. Kudmia 
manage'd to gamer only a few * 
percentage pmnts of the vote. 


SPD seeks red-green coalition in German state 


BONN (R) — Germany's So- 
cial Democrats (SPD). in a 
shift with important implica- 
tions for its general election 
campaign, will try to form a 
minority government with 
the ecologist Greens in the 
eastern state of Sakony- 
Anhait. 

The main opposition party, 
which lost by a whisker to the 
Christian Democrats (CDU) 
in the state poll Sunday, re- 
ject Monday evening an 
offer from Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl's party for a CDU- 
SPD grand coalition in the 
state. 

A grand coalition initially 
seemed the most likely result 
in the state, as well as in 
Bonn after the Ocr. 16 vote. 

But the SPD opted for a 
risky alliance with the ecolog- 
ists. an option known here as 
"red-^^n" coalition, to 
prove it was serious about 
driving Mr. Kohl'from office. 

‘It's no good to cover Ger- 
many wiUi grand coalitions 
just because we can't think of 
anything else." Reinhard 
Hoeppner. the SPD leader in 
Saxony -Anhalt who hopes to 
become the state’s next pre- 
mier, told German television 


Tuesday. 

"If the red-green experi- 
ment works, we'll finally get 
some movement in politics," 
he said. 

The SPD won 34 per cent 
of the vote to get 36 seats in 
the state assembly, just be- 
hind the COG'S 34.4 per cent 
and 37 seats. The greens 
scored 5.1 per cent for five 
seats and the Party of Demo- 
cratic Socialism (PDS) got 
19.9 for 21 scats. 

The SPD says it must lead 
the government because only 
one third of the voters back- 
ed the centre-right coalition. 
The CDU's partner, the 
Liberal Free Democrats 
(FDP), lost all their seats 
because they missed the mini- 
mum five per cent of the 
vote. 

Hm tactic is frau^t with 
risks, not least bemuse it 
opens the SPD' to COU 
charges that it is creating a 
"popular front." with the 
tacit support of the reform 
communist PDS. 

The local CDU has vowed 
to oppose a red-green coali- 
tion in Magdeburg, ihe 
^xony - Anhalt capital, while 
the PDS has said it would 


tolerate it to ensure the gov- 
ernment does not fail. 

The CDU will also brand 
the red-green alliance as a 
threat to national security be- 
cause the leftist Greens have 
called for Germany to with- 
draw from NATO. 

One CDU strategist said 
that SPD tactic was a de- 
sperate bid to revive a flag- 
^ng election campaign ai^ 
remarked: "This is a mg mis- 
take for (he SPD and very 
good for us." 

But SPD tacticians said 
the party could not let those 
risks keep it from showing it 
was serious about reforms 
and did not want to slip quiet- 
ly into a grand coalition with 
Mr. Kohl if — as looks likely 
— neither main party can 
muster a majority. 

“This shows we will use the 
opportunities for change 
almost whenever we can." 
one party official said. 

“We have no coalition pre- 
ferences. Our only conditions 
are that there will be no 
coalition with the PDS and 
we will t^ to avoid a grand 
coalition in Bonn as much as 
possible." 


The calculated risk in Mag- 
deburg was the first practical 
sign of the reinvigorated cam- • 
paign that party leader 
Rudolf Scharplng announced ' 
to a rousing party congress « 
last week. * 

The SPD, which early this 
year seemed sure of victory, ' 
has slid behind the CDU in * 
o^nion surveys after losing 
the last three polls in Got- t. 
many's 19-vote electoral 
marathon this year. 

The latest weekly national ' ' 
survey by the Emnid Group 
gave the CDU 38 per cent 
and the FDP eight fOT a total 
of 46 per cent, for below the rs 
S4.8 per cent they won in' 
19SK) and possibly nor enough < 
to reach a majority of seats in x, 
the parliament. 

It said the SPD would win v 
34 per cent, tHe Greens 
seven per cent and the PDS ^ 
six per cent. , 

The liberal Frankfurter . i 
Rundschau hailed Mr..'. 
Hoeppner's bid for power in . 
Saxony-Anhait as an en- l 
couraging sign for the SPD. 

"If he wins (and his . 
chances are not bad at all), • 
then he will send a signal that ' 
change is possible," it wrote. 
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Germany get a fright before 
seeing off the South Koreans 


^ Germany 3, S. Korea 2 


DALLAS, Texas \AFP) — 
•Germany got the World Cup 
shock of their lives when they 
clung to beat South Korea 3-2 
in their final Group C match 
here Monday. 

llie result ensured the de- 
fending champions topped 
the' group and went back to 
‘Chicago for the next round 
;while Korea must start pack- 
ing as they head back home. 

What had looked like a 
simple stroll for the Ger- 
mans. after they took a 3-0 
lead at half time, turned into 
a nail-biting climax that had 
the Korean fans in the 64.000 
crowd believing the impossi- 
ble could happen. 

The Germans paid a heavy 
price in victory. They lost 
sweeper and captain Lothar 
Matthaus who went off in- 
jured in the second half. 

Matthaus suffered a one 
centimetre-long gash in a foot 
when fouled early in the 
game and left the field in the 
64th minute. “1 was in a lot of 
pain. It was stitched up but 
the pain became too much so 
i asked to be substituted." 
said Matthaus. 

ft is not yet known whether 
he will be fit for their second 
round tie July 2 against the 
third-placed side from either 
C-.^oup A, B or F. 

• Ihe Germans had looked 
firmly in control when Jurgen 
Klinsmann got the first of his , 
cwo goals in the 11th minute. 
Thomas Hassler's low cross 
was bebitKl the Monaco play- 
.er but he flipped the ball lip 
Jr the air to his right and 
vollyed a fierce left-frot shot 
pest a helpless Choi In- 
Vuuna. 

In the 3bih-minute Klins- 


mann scored his second, 
bringing the ball down from a 
Matthaus cross and hitting a 
shot past Choi who allowed it 
to slip through his grasp. 

Karlheinz Riedle had 
scored Germany’s second in 
the 19th minute, slotting the 
ball home after Guido Buch- 
wald's shot came back off the 
left post. 

Choi’s first-half perform- 
ance led to his replacement at 
half time by Korean coach 
Kim Ho. who had some 
strong words for his players 
in the dressing room. 

"I told them to stop being 
intimidated by the Germans 
and to go out and play their 
normal game,'* said Kim. 
“As for taking off our captain 
Choi, my first duty is to the ■ 
team and ro winning. He was 
not playing well so I replaced 
him." 

In the end it would not 
have made any difference. 
Germany hardly had a shot 
during the second half as the 
Koreans laid siege to the 
world champoins* goal. 

Before the match Kim had 
warned he would use the 
sweltering heat in the Cotton 
Bowl to his side's advani:^. 
“We are fitter than the Ger- 
mans. The heat will affect 
them more," he had said. 

So it proved. Only seven 
n inutes after the restart 
Hwang Sun-Hung put Park 
Jung-Bae through on the left 
to fire past Bodo Ulgner. 

The inspired Koreans were 
ready to run themselves to a 
standstill and 1 1 minutes later 
Hong Myung-Bo let rip with 
a .3U-metre drive that Illgner 
hud not chance of stopping. 



South Korea's Choi Young n lays ou the 
ground after the whistle, enc^ag South Korea’s 
hopes of advanemg to the 2nd round of the 
World Cup Monday at the Cotton Bowl in 


Dallas. Standing near Cbtd are Gennany’s 
German Karibeiiiz Riedle (#9) and Thomas 
Hehner (#5) (AFP photo) 


German press slam ‘embarrassing’ win 


BONN (R) — Germany’s 
popular press slammed the 
national soccer side Tuesday 
for a sloppy performance in 
their final first round match 
of the World Cup, which they 
won by a narrow 3-2 against 
unfonded South Korea. 

"Embarrassing win" the 
Cologne tabloid Express 
said. "After fatal mistakes in 
defence the match became 
more and more of a cliff- 
hanger." 


The reigning world cham- 
pions went into a comfortable 
3-0 lead before halftime and 
looked like produdng the 
fireworks trainer Berti Vogts 
had promised. 

But'they wilted in the heat 
and found themselves hang- 
ing on for grim death at the 
end after South Korea 
stormed back with two 
second-half goals. 

Munich's Abendzeitung 
paper was no more charitable 


than the Express, and said a 
repeat showing would not get 
the dde past next round. 
“Sorry — if Berti's side play 
like this they can pack their 
bags," ran the headline. 

D^ite their sub-standard 
play and two other similarly 
indifferent showings in beat- 
ing Bolivia f-0 and drawing 
1-1 with Spain, Germany 
qualified for the second 
round as winners of their 
group. 


No red cards for 
World Cup referees 


AS IR) — Refereeing 
'•‘lii/.r-.'.rds at the World Cup 
I'.nnb have been- so high that 
no mutch officials will be sent 
h'-yrnc early for bad perform- 
ances. FIFA said ?«londnv. 

• David Will, chuirman of 
S'lFA's refereeing commit- 
Q?e. told a news conference 
s:>cci.‘r's governing body was 
slightly dispappointed with 
rirly two displays from the 
men in the middle in the 26 
games played to date. 

"More than two thirds 
have received exceptionally 
high marks from the indepen- 
jent referees' inspector." Will 
said. “Of the rest only two 
were a little bit lower than we 
would like but they were not 
really tow, more average." 

• Will, who declined to name 
the two referees, said no offi- 
cials would be sent home 
until after the quarter-final 
■stage of the competition and 
only then because fewer 
were needed to cover the 
, remaining matches. 

FIFA had threatened ear- 
lier ro dismiss officials who 
failed to reach acceptable 
standards or to follow in- 
structions aimed at cutting 
down on violent conduct and 
time-wasting. 

"The overview of the com- 


iniltc is that the quality of the 
refereeing and tne perform- 
unces of the linesmen has 
been of a very hi^h stundufd. 
certainly much higher than in 
Italy four years ago." Will 
said. 

He said FIFA's decision to 
fix u maximum age of 4? tor 
referees to improve their fit- 
ness and to introduce special- 
ist linesmen at the World Cup 
had been fully vindicated. 

FIFA General Secretary 
Sepp Blatter said match sta- 
tistics showed the average 
number of fouls committed 
had dropped from 39 in Italy 
to 28 at the U.S. finals. 

He said ufbides had been 
cut from eight per game to 
6.5 and the amount of time 
the ball stayed in play had 
increased from 52 minutes on 
average four years ago to 61 
minutes. 

Will said FIFA had given 
no specific instructions on 
stoppage time to referees, 
who have been adding on 
anything from two to eight 
minutes in each half at the 
finals. 

He said referees hud also 
reported a big improvement, 
in players' ^haviour with 
few being booked fur dissent. 


ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
WATER AUTHORITY 
OF, JORDAN 

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 

Date: 27/06/1994 
Loan No.: KFW 68 66 400 
IFB No.: 34/94/OMS 

1 . The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received 
a loan from Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau in 
Deutsche Marks towards the Water Supply Grea- 
ter Amman Project. It is intended that part of the 
proceeds of this loan virill be applied to eligible 
payments under the contract(s) for which this IFB 
has been issued. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from 
bidders in the Federal Republic of Germany 
(eligible bidders) for the supply of Mobile Repair 
Units, Workshop Trucks and Equipment. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
information from, and inspect the bidding docu- 
ments at. the office of the Secretary (^neral, 
Tenders DIvisicin, Water Authority, P.O.Box 2412 
Amman. Jordan, Tel. 680100, Tlx. 22439 WAJ JO, 
Fax. 679143. 

4. A complete set of the lender documents may be 
purchased by any interested eligible bidder on 
the submission of a written application to the 
above and upon payment of a non-refundabie fee 
of JD 150. 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a security in the 
amount of 2.5% of the offered total and must be 
delivered to the office not later than 1200 
hours, Jordan local time, on Wednesday 
27 July, 1994. 

6. Saturday 18 July. 1994, is the last day set for the 
purchasing of tender documents. 

Eng. Koumi Qutelshat 

Secretary General 

Water Authority 


the ties betw^n 
and (be establisi 



World Cup plus strike adds up to 
‘worst traffic jam in history’ 


SEOUL (AFP) — World 
Cup fever compounded strike 
chaos Tuesday to cause 
Seoul’s'biggest buffic jam as 
the soccer fiesta caused prob- 
lems across Asia. 

Commuters joined in a 
rush-hour- free-for-all, causing 
vdiat local press reports cal- 
led “the worst traffic conges- 
tion in history," in Sei^. 

An ofxnion pcHI in Hong 
Kong showed that World 
Cop soccer attracted more 
interest than discussion of 
democratic reforms for the 
colony. 

Millions of commuters 
poured into the strike-bound 
Seoul streets to get to wo^ 
after watching South Korea’s 
valiant cliff-hanger defeat 
a^nst the world champions 
Germany on television. 

Some 50 oommuters, in- 
cluding a pregnant woman, 
suffered near-suftbeation at 
Sadang Station in sou^rn 
Seoul, when they were 
pudied over and crushed by 
hundreds of others pushing 
into a car. 

The woman was listed in a 
grave condition while 19 
others had to be treated for 
suffocation and bruises at 
bos|Mtal, Yonhap news agen- 
cy said. 

The angry commuters, 
many of them already in a 
fighting mood after their nn- 
fancied team's narrow 3-2 de- 
fiat in a tough battle against 
Germany, then went on a 
rampage, shattering windows 


of subway offices and scuf- 
fling with riot ppUce. . 

The subway ftiitber 

cut its forvices, worsening the 
already notorious rusdi-hour 
squeeze, as substitute en- 
gineers, fQKng in for striking 
workers, bad to take breaks 
because of fatigue. 

Many commuters delayed 
ventunng out ' on to the 
Arike4ut streets, staying at 
home to urge their team on as 
they lonied a first-half 3^ 
rout into the 3-2 drama. 

Elsewhere in Asia, cup 
mania has claimed at least 
two lives since the tourna- 
ment began — a soocer-mad 
cafe owner in Macau, who 
died ftom exhaustion after 
watching the TV non-stop for 
two days, and a young man in 
Thailand, who hanged him- 
self after losing a brt on the 
Dutdi team. 

In tfong Kong, the author- 
ities Tuesday raged em- 
pioyeis to boost safety pre- 
cautions for woiicers, who are 
reporting bleary-eyed for 
duty after all-night viewing. 

“Workers may be more 
prone to accidents if they lack 
suffident sleep or rest for a 
prolonged peri^," (Than 
Tat-KSng, the colony's fac- 
tory in^>ector, warn^. 

Accordiim to an (^nion 
poU carriecr out by the Uni- 
veraQr of Hong Kong, 37.2 
per cent of tiie public shows 
more interest in the Woiid 
Cup than Governor Chris 
Patten's democratic reform 


package for the territory, 
compared with 26.9 per cent 
who put the package first. 

In Thailand, the author- 
ities speared to have given 
up fighting die fever. 

The education ministry let 
secondary sdhooU July 19, 
the day following the world 
Cup final, giving a potential 
day of grace to 2.1 mOlion 
studenis in 2,140 schools. 

Opposition parties in the 
Thai parliament announced 
diey would delay launching a 
no-confidenoe motion against 
the government until after 
the tournament had finished. 

China's official People's 
Daily last week urged the 
country’s 100 million soccer 
fans (who reputedly include 
89-yev-oId paimnount lead- 
er Deng Xiac^iog) not to lose 
too much sleep watching 
World Cup triages. 

It also urged fans to keep 
the volume of the broadcasts 
down so as not to wake up 
relatives and neighbours. 

The Beijing youth Daily 
reported that a man changed 
his name to Luo Xi, the 
Chinese translation of Italy’s 
veteran player Paolo Rossi, 
and another was abandoned 
by his wife because of bis 
obsession with soccer. 

The official media also be- 
moan an increase in betting, 
a surge in the price of colour 
television sets — and dvil 
servants who are turning up 
late for work and going home 
early. 


Caminero’s double strike 
takes Spain past Bolivia 


Milla to help children 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— Cameroon's colourful 
Striker Roger Milla already 
know.s whut is on the agenda 
after the World Cup — help- 
ing children in his native 
country. 

The oldest player to com- 
pete in the World Cup finals 
at 42 tentatively set up a 
foundation four months ago 
for youngsters in need. 

Though he has yet to de- 
cide in whut wuy it will bring 
aid. financial arid moral sup- 
port will probably be the two 
main benefits. 

‘’Helping children i.s very 
important to me. I hope the 
foundation I set up will be of 
great help to a lot of chil- 
dren." he .said. 

He intends to compete in a 
tournament in Africa follow- 
ing the World Cup and is 
considering working fur 
FIFA in u position represent- 
ing Africa. 

And on hopes for African 
nalion.s in future World Cup. 
•'ll will continue to he imp»>r- 
tunt that we progress. In past. 
Afiican teams did not have a 
good showing when they 
played in the World Cup. 

wBtah iished TeoTO and the I 
financiall y tTOUblCd Editor. I 


Now at least we are here and 
we are strong." 

His wiggling hips made him 
a superstar at the Italian 
WorM Cup four years ago in 
an otherwise mediocre 
tournament. 

However, it was not all 
such plain sailing in USA 94. 
He admitted he had come on 
at a terrible time against Bra- 
zil in Group B. 

Milla entered the match 
less than two minutes before 
Marcio Santos made it 2-0 for 
Brazil, and a minute after 
Rigohert Song was sent off. 

"It was an awful time to 
come on. but that's the way it 
is." he said. 

Milla said he had tried to 
make sure foothull and not 
money was on the agenda in 
the U.S. but after two match- 
es goalkeeper ioseph- 
Antoine Bell pulled out be- 
cause of pressure from Came- 
roon politicians. 

Bell was the ringleader for 
calling a strike in protest at 
money owed to pluyen. by the 
federation. 

Milla said: “They were at 
the World Cup to play match-, 
cs and the Bell affair was not 


in'is/v ^uiu warnors armea 
with spears and shields 


a sporting question, it was 
quiet another mutter." 

At the 1990 World Cup in 
Italy. Milla came on as a sub 
to score* against both Roma- 
nia and Colombia. 

Yet far from feeling the 
pressure that he and (Tame- 
roon should score this tie, he 
said it was out of his hands. 

“If it's God's will, we will 
have 10 goals. But if it's 
God's will we will have zero, 
we will have zero." he said. 

in Italy. Milla also became 
the oldest player ever to 
score at a World Cup. being 
one year older than Sweden's 
Gunnar Gren who was 37 
when he scored against West 
Germany in the 1958 semi- 
finals. 

His two late goals again.sl' 
Romania, his outfoxing of 
eccentric Colombian keeper 
Rene Higuita before scoring, 
and a superb performance 
against England in Naples 
elevated him to hero status. 

England's Stanley -Matth- 
ews is the oldest internation- 
al. He was two months older 
than the 42-year-old Milla 
will be when he played De- 
nmark in I9S7. 


oeaa are ten lur punce lu 
col lea. 


OnCAGO. niinois (AFP) 
— Spain qualified for the 
Worid Cup second round by 
beating Bolivia 3-1 here 
Monday in their last Group C 
match which came to life with 
three go^s in the second half. 

Jose Luis Caminero scored 
twice in a six-minute spell 
midway through the second 
half to settle the outcome for 
Spain who now play Switzer- 
land in Washin^on. 

Josep Guardiola had ^ven 
Spain a 1-0 half-time lead 
from a diqmted penalty and 
Erwin Sandiez scored Boli- 
via’s first World Cup g 0 |^ in 
between Caminero’s pair. 

Guardiola struck his penal- 
ty at the middle of the goal 
and Carlos Trucco would 
have sav^ the shot if he had 
not dived to his right. 

Costa Rican referee Rodri- 
go Badilla Sequeira pointed 
to the spot in tte 18tfa minute 
when Felipe went fljnng as he 
was challenged by Bolivia's 
Carlos Boija under a right 
wing cross from Caminero. 

The Bolivian players 
claimed Felipe bad taken a 
dive. 

Caminero made it 2-0 in 
the 64th minute when be shot 
under Trucco after Sergi's 
jinking run on the left put 
him dear in the penalty area. 

Sanchez reduc^ the defidt 
witiiin a minute when his 25 
metre shot was defleaed by 
Salvador Voro past the 
uTong-footed Spanish goal- 
keeper Andoni Zubizarreta. 

But Caminero killed off 
the Bolivian rally when he 
chested down Albert Ferrer's 
long cross from the right and 
tucked the ball cooly past 
Trucco. 

The Atletico Madrid play- 
er had scored two goals in 
four internationals before the 
tournament started. 

Bolivia had played the 
more constructive football 
and William Ramallo, who 
had recovered from injury, 
had hit the bar from 30 
metres after only three mi- 
nutes with Zubi^ireta stuck 
to his line. 

Bolivia twice went close to 
scoring in the last two mi- 
nutes. 

Second half substitute 
Jaime Moreno hooked over 
from point-blank range when 



Bolivian forward Erwin Sanchez celebrates after scoring his 
country's first-ever goal in World Cup history Monday 
dnring the second half of tbdr match gainst Spain at 
SolcUer FMd in Cfakago. Sp^ won the match 3-1 (AFP 
photo) 


Ramallo beaded on and 
Zubizarreta came out to 
smother a shot from Sanchez. 

Ramiro Castillo, another 
substitute, shot over-from 25 
metres as the South Amer- 
icans tried des^rateiy to get 
back on level terms, but Boli- 
via, who had a player sent off 
in each of their two previous 
matches, now ftice an eariy 
fli^t back to La pJz. 

Ramallo should have done 
better with a 53rd minute 
opening made by Smichez but 
he blasted hopelessly wide. ^ 

Spain had gone looking for ' 


an early goal at the start of 
the second half and Andoni 
Goikoetxea forced Trucco 
into a plunang ■ dive frcmi 
dose range, me minutes la- 
ter the goalkeeper needed 
treatment after being kideed 
on the knee when he di^ at 
the feet of Goikoetxea. 

Then came the tluee-goal 
flurry which ended with 
Spain, after draws against 
South Korea and Gennany, 
^■tbe last 16. 

Wds a very hard match. 

whole team playdd 
well,” Zubizarreta sard. 



Cameroon's goalkeepn- Joseph-Antoine Bell 
(L) refuses the gloves of his teammate Thomas 
N'Kono during a practice session Monday In 


Mon^. Bell has announced he is quitting toe 
Cameroon team because of a lack of fumluis 
for salaries (AFP photo) ^ 


Cameroon players resist orders 
from on high — Milla, Bell 


YAOUNDE (AFP) — Politi- 
dans in the Cameroon capital ' 
tried to force changes on 
their country's World Cup 
team against Brazil only 
hours before kick-off. 

Veteran striker Roger Mil- 
la and Joseph-Antoine Bell, 
their goalkeeper who quit the 
national team following the 
3-0 defeat by Brazil in San 
Frandsco last Friday, re- 
vealed the governmental in- 
tervention Monday. 

The Cameroon squad's un- 
ited front against the orders 


prevented changes but Milla 
and Bell both said outside 
interference had had a nega- 
tive effea on the team’s per- 
formance in the United 
States. 

Milla told the Cameroon 
sports weekly Challenge 
Sports: "It's sad that for a 
match as important as Brazil 
we are given the team sheet 
for the game then, just as we 
are leaving, we are told that 
orders have come from 
Yaounde to bring in such and 
such a player in place of 


someone else. 

"It’s pathetic and should 
not happen to a team with 
i-^meroon s prestige." 

The intervention from 
Yaounde «me after the team 
threatened to refose to olav 
against Brazil if they were not 
f^d^ionhad 

p4®a|ai?Torthe"SnS 

side was yet another distrac-i 
tion for a team whose squa£ 
bles with their federation 
seem never-ending. " 


World Cup conversion not complete 


LOS ANGELES, California 
(AFP) — Millions of Amer- 
icans have jumped on the 
World Cup bandwagon, but 
even as the Alexi Lalas wigs 
profilerate, plenty of U.S. 
sports fans are proving im- 
’mune to the football bug. 

“My feeling is that if they 
flew me in on a helicopter 
that landed on the Sl^yard 
line and had, me sit in an 
air-conditioned box. I still 
wouldn't go." said Southern 
California insurance broker 
Gene Whitlock. 

“I suppose I'm interested 
in the United States, but 
Cameroon? That sounds like 
a cookie." 

Cup organisers and HFA 
officials never miss an oppor- 
tunity to spout figures low- 
ing that the World Cup has 
revolutionised the perception 


at me iidiiu> ui n.Mra- 

zulu police loyal to Mr. 


of soccer in America. 

And they niay be right. 
Attendance are on course for 
a World Cup record, with the 
United States’ final Group A 
match against Romania 
drawing 93.689 spectators to 
the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, 
site of the July 17 final. 

Even in Dallas, where tick- 
et sales lagged behind the 
other eight venues, two 
matches have sold out. 

Television viewing figures 
have exceeded organisers' 
wildest expectations. 

Early ratings showed that 
in 29 major metropolitan 
areas Sunday’s U.S.- 
Romania match drew a tele- 
vision audience three times 
that of Wimbledon or the 
PGA Tour golf tournament 
at Hartford. 

But still, pockets of resist- 
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Win or bust for the 

Dutch against Morocco 

WorfdCapUSA 


ORLANDO (Agencies) 

Defeat against arch-rivals 
Belgium has concentrated the 
minds of the Dutch who 
accept that one more loss will 
mean the end of the World 
Cup road. 

“We are in a situation in 
which it is final. If we lose we 
have to go home," experi- 
enced defender Ronald Koe- 
man said Monday, two days 
before the make-or-break 
Group F match against 
Morocco. 

‘*I expect only one thing 

ftat .we win,” team chief 
Dick Advocaat said. “That’s 
the only thing that counts.” 

The Netherlands, who had 
major trouble beating Saudi 
^bia 2-l a week ago, lost 
1-0 to Belgium Saturday and 
must now seek victory against 
Morocco, bottom of the 
grouup after two defeats. 

“We were expecting a lot 
against Belgium. We were 
mu^ better than in the game 
against the Saudis but things 
««nt wrong which weren’t 
supposed to go wrong," Koe- 
man said. 

“Our team did not ftinction 
100 par cent but there was a 
lot of difference between the 
fwo games. We had a lot of 


chances against Belgium but 
we ^didn’t finalise them,” 
Koeman suffered a sli^t 
calf injury in the Belgium 
match and lost three kilos in 
the stifling heat and humidity 
of Orlando’s Citrus Bowl. 

“Last Saturday the heat 
was terrible,” Advocaat said. 

*n»e coach gave little away 
on his likely line-up. ”I’m not 
talking abouit names, about 
dropping players or which 
players will be in the team," 
he said. 

But he said playing four up 
front — two in the middle 
and two wingers — had not 
paid off enough, which could 
mean a formation along the 
lines of the one which p&yed 
in the second half against 1-0 
to Belgium when midflelder 
Rob Witschge replaced strik- 
er Ronald d^e Boer. 

Advocaat also said the de- 
fence had not been able to 
cope with Bel^'um’s two-man 
front line Josip Weber and 
Marc Degryse because this 
had left one Dutch defender 
without a man to mark. 

“The danger of the Belgian 
team was that they played 
two strikers and we couldn't 
control them with three de- 
fenders.” he said. 



Today’s matciies: 

Group F: 

Morocco vs. the Netherlands 
in Orfando at 19.30 Amman 
time. 

Saudi Arabia vs. Belpum in 
Washington at 19.30* 

“But we created more 
chances than Belgium so I 
don't really blame our de- 
fence." 

Koeman added: “We ha- 
ven't had many chances 
against us but we've passed 
over more chances of our 
own here than in all the 
qualifying matches.” 

Morocco, who were beaten 
by Belgium and Saudi Ara- 
bia. are planning a change of 
eo^keeper with first-choice 
Khalil Azmi, whose blunder 
ive the Saudis their winner 
last Saturday, likely to give 
away to Zakaria Alaoui. 




Belgium thrive on 
heat treatment 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Belgium, who have thrived in 
the tropical conditions of 
Orlando's Citrus Bowl, will 
keep the heat turned up for 
their final Group F match 
against Saudi Arabia here 
Wednesday. 

The Belgians are certain 
qualifiers for the second 
round after 1-0 victories over 
both the Netherlands and 
Morocco. 

A win over the Saudis at 
RFK - Stadium, where 
temperatures and humidity 
a.^e nearly as high as in Orlan- 
do. would ensure they can 
stay in Florida for their 
second round match. 

“We don't underestimate 
Saudi Arabia after what they 
did against Holland and 
Morocco because we want to 
finish top of the group and' 
' stay in Orlando as group win- 
ners.*” said coach Paul Van 
Himsl. 

The Saudis rattled the 
Dutch with an early goal be- 
fore succumbing 2-1 and then 
beat favoured Morocco 2-1 to 
move into second place in the 
group, like the Netherlands 
with three points. 

With that victory the 
Saudis set their sights on be- 
coming the second Arab 
country to reach the second 
round of a World Cup after 
Moro^. 

“Anything is possible in 
one match,” said the Saudis' 
Argentine coach. Jorge 
Solari. "It doesn’t matter 
who is better on paper. All 
that counts is scoring a goal.” 


Solari said the heat would 
work to Saudi Arabia's 
advantage. “This climate is 
perfect for the Saudis. They 
are used to the heat.” he 
said. 

Belgium have made them- 
selves at home in it, too. 
welcoming interviewers to- 
poolside ^ats at their Day- 
tona Beach resort base. But 
Van Himst admitted some of 
his players were tired. 

He s^d he would make at 
least two changes for the 
match, though he did not 
plan to name the side until 
Tuesday. 

“I don't want tA kill Franky 
(Van Der £l$t). He has. run 
himself into the ground in the 
first two matches,” Van 
Himst said. “And 11) prob- 
ably make another change 
although rn keep Enzo.” he 
said of Scifb, his midfield 
playmaker. 

^lari said all his players 
were physically and mentally 
fit. and he expected to make 
few changes to the team that 
beat Morocco 2-1 in New 
York. 

However, he may recall 
Majed Abdullah, “the Desert 
Pele” who was ruled out of 
the Morocco match through 
injury. 

Probable teams 

Belgium: Michel 
Preud'homme; Vital Borkel- 
mans. Michel de Wolf, Phi- 
lippe Albert, Georges Grun, 
Marc Emmers, Enzo Sdfo, 
Danny Boffin, Lorenzo 
Staelens. Marc Degryse, 
Josip Weber. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
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SPOT THE WDfNING LINE 


EaM-West vulnenble. West 


drab. 

NORTH 
9 A 10 4 2 
7 Q 6 3 
: K J 6 
9 E Q 7 

WEST 

EAST 

9 8 7 

9 K 


7AE52 7 J 10 94 

•: A 7 3 : 10 9 8 4 2 

96643 9 10 98 

SOUTH 
• Q J 9 6 6 3 
7 8 7 
•: Q6 
9A J2 
The biddinp 

West North East South 

Pass 1 9 Pass 1 9 

Pass 2 9 Pass 4 9 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opeaing lead: King of 7 
'Hw Sesbees cteini they con do 
the imppseibls immediately. Bridge* 
(layers would do well to steer away 
from that course in favor of a line 
that mipli r aucBsed. 

Even playing four-card majors we 
yrouid open one dub with the North 
hand. It facilitates a tebid, since 
North can introduce the four-card 
spade suit at the oae-lrrel, whereas 
one ^»de could lead to compliGa- 
tions when South expecte North to 
hoU a longer suit 


West, who Bught have opened tbs 
led (he king of bearti and. 

at trick two. deveily ihifted to a low 

tBamnmt. hoping Eest hdd the 
queen and that dedstar would axia- 
goesB. Deelaier, eager to find out 
more about the hokfina, made the 
diacoveiy play of the ung of dia- 
monds. When that held, South le- 
turned a to the queen and 

ace. West took the ace of haaita to 
Gomptels the defennve book, then 
ehiPod zo i chib. Hie fete of the 
hand now hinged on avoiding a 
tniL'ip loeer. 

Axiyone with a fundamental 


knowledge of the odda knows that, 
miaaic^ three carde the 

long, the percaDtage play is to take a 
fmaese. However, decleier. an ex- 
.pert, won the club in hand, led the 
queen of qiades and. wbm Wert 
produced a low tnmqi, loae with the 
ace to fell Che king and land tha 
game. Wby? 

West paid the penalty for not 
opening the bidfing. Once the early 
play hw eetabHshod that West had 
started with 11 high-caid pointa in 
prime cai^ (A-K. A) and had 
passed, the king of spades had to bf 
with Beat. Dediier, thanfonb ig- 
nored the odds in bvor of the on^ 
pl^ that could succeed. 


J 


Olympic 
poll 
carried 
mixed news 

ATLANTA, Georgia (AIT*) 
— Organisers of the Atlanta 
Olympics received go^ news 
in a study of reactions to 
ticket prices for the 1996 
Olympic Games, but re- 
search also had some bad 
news for advertisers. 

A research study by the 
Wiithin Group showed U.S. 
residents in areas planning to 
attend the Atlanta Games' 
predicted higher ticket prices 
for Olympic events than 
those announced Saturday. 

The study was conducted 
in Dallas, Atlanta, Cindnnat- 
ti and suburban New York, 
because those areas have a 
higher percentage of ex- 
pected attendees than other 
large U.S. cities. 


Mexico tops Group E, moves to 2nd 
round along {wfith Ireland, Italy 


Ageacies 

MEXICO Tuesday won 
Group E after drawing 1-1 
with Italy in a match staged at 
Robert F. Kennedy Memo- 
rial Stadium in Washington, 
with Italy taking the third 
place in the group after Ire- 
land, v^ich drew 0-0 with 
Norway in a match held 
simultaneously in New York. 

With these results, Mexico 
and Ireland move automati- 
cally to the second round, 
and Italy should go through 
with them as one of the four 
best third placed teams in the 
World Cup's six-groups. 

The Mexicans now play the 
runners-up from Group D in 
New York whie Italy must 
await the outcome of other 
results. 


Italy I, Mexico 1 

Daniele Massaro pat Italy 
ahead when he scored only 
two minutes after com^ on 
as a second-half substitute. 

The AC Milan striker 
latched on to a through pass 
from Demetrio Altenini, 
brou^t the ball down with 
his chest and shot past Jorge 
Campos ftom 12 metres. 

Mexico were level two mi- 
nutes later Carios Hermosil- 
lo crossed, Giuseppe Signori 
mtssued his tackle on Msree- 
iine Bernal and the midfiel- 
der rifled a shot Luca 
Maidiegiani from just out- 
side the penalty area. 

Jorge Rodriguez came to 
Mexico’s rescue after 68 mi- 
nutes when he booted the 
ball away for a comer after 


Roberto Baggio's shot had 
bounced back off (Campos's 
chest. Hve minutes later 
Massaro fired just over the 
bar. 

After that Mexico showed 
a greater sense of urgency 
aithou^ Campos had to dive 
low to his right to keep out 
Nicola Beiti's heacier from an 
Albertini cross in 89th 
minute. 

The game had only come 
to life just before half time. It 
was 26 minutes before either 
side had a shot worthy of the 
name of target. 

Then Pierlugi Casiraghi 
crossed for Signori to test 
Campos with a left-footed 
scissors kick which the Mex- 
ican goalkeeper gathered 
comfortably. 

Mexico, although they had 


plenty of possession, failed to 
get enough players forward 
to make inroads into an Ita- 
lian defence wbi^ was mak- 
ing light of the absence of the 
injured Franco Baresi. 

The five minutes before 
half time saw more ^al- 
mouth action than the whole 
of the rest of half. 

Alberto Garcia Aspe’s 
piledriver ftom 20 metres was 
over the bar by Mar- 
chegiaRj, continuing in the 
ItaKan goal in place of the 
suspended Gianluca Pag- 
liuca. 

then Campos had to push' 
Roberto Ba^o’s angled shot 
away for a comer. Two furth- 
er Italian comers were a ls o 
kept out by the keeper. 

' Capos came to the rescue 
again when he charged off his 


line to smother the bait at the 
feet of Nicola Beni who bad 
been put in behind the de- 
fence by Albertini's pass. 

Iialiain defender Alessan- 
dro Costacurta, under press- 
ure from Luis Alves, put the 
ball into his own net in injury 
time but the effort was dis- 
allowed for offside. 

Ireland 0, Norway 0 

In New York, Norway’s 
first World Cup since 1S08 
ended in heartbreak as a 
goalless draw with Ireland 
saw them eliminated on the 
narrowest of margins. 

In Group E 

The Norwegians were 
placed last after ma na ging 
only a single goal in their 
tfiTM matches. 


Navratilova, McNeil reach semifinals 


WIMBLEDON, England 
(AP) — Martina Navratilova, 
pursuing a lOib title in her 
22nd aiKl final Wimbledon 
appearance, stormed back af- 
ter losing the first set Tues- 
day to b^t Jana Novotna and 
reach the semifinals. 

Unseeded Lori McNeil 
reached the Wimbledon 
semifinals for the first time by 
beating Larisa Neiland 6-3, 
6-4. 

In men's play, three-time 
champion Boris Becker 
reach^ the quarterfinals by 
winning the fifth set of a 
suspended match against 
Andrei Medvedev. 

The fourth-seeded Navrati- 
lova ran off nine straight 
games after the first set en 
route to a 5-7, 6-0, 6-1 victory 
over No. 5 Novotna, the 
woman who beat her In 
straight set in die semifinals 
last year. 

Novotna, seemed in com- 
mand after she saved a set 
point in the ninth game of the 
first set with an ace. Im>ke 
Navratilova for a 6-S lead and 
then served out the set in the 
next game. 

But the 37-year-oid Navra- 
tilova dominated completely 
the rest of the way — serving 


and volleying with authority, 
hitting superb serve returns 
and keeping the charging 
Novotna at bay with passing 
shots. 

Navratilova was up 3-0 in 
the final set before Novotna 
finally held serve for 2^1. 
Novotna had four break 
points in the next game, but 
Navratilova saved each one 
and held. 

“That was huge,” Navrati- 
lova won in typical fashion — 
following her serve to net, 
punching a forehand volley, 
then ending the contest with 
a backhand volley into the 
comer. 

“She started to return so 
well there was nothing I 
could do,” Novotna said. 
“She was just playing realty, 
really well, much better than 
she did against me last year... 
Martina believes tiu>re in her- 
self than last year. I'm sure 
she can (win the title).” 

It's the 16th time in her 
career that Navratilova has 
reached the Wimbledon 
semifinals. After her victoiy, 
British bookmakers install^ 
ber as the 10-1 1 favo^te for 
the tide. 

Navratilova compared her 
ran here to the U.S. Qpen in 


1991, when Jimmy Connors 
re^ed the semifinais at the 
age of 39 and she got to the 
final. 

“Here it is three years later 
and I'm still ruiuiing for it.” 
she said. 'It's pretty amaz- 
ing, it's fun to be in the 
middle of it. Tm loving it.” 

Asked whether she folt as 
thoug she were in a dream, 
Navratilova said, “This is * 
reality, not a dream. I'm liv- 
ing it.” 

In the semifinals, Navrati- 
lova will face the winner of 
the match between Zina Gar- 
rison Jackson and Gig? Fer- 
nandez. 

McNeil, playing a classic 
serve-and-voliey game, 
reached the semifinal of a 
Giud Slam tournament for 
only the second time in her 
career. She got to the semis 
at the U.S. Open in 1967. 

'Tm not surprised,” said 
the 30-year-old Houston na- 
tive, who upset top-seeded 
Steffi Graf in the first round. 
“I fought very hard. It's a 
great teKng. It represents a 
lot of hard work for me,” 

M(j«leil will next play the 
winner of the quarterfinal 
matchiro between third- 
seeded (^boduta Martinez of 


No. 9 Lindsay 
of the United 


Spain and 
Davenport 
States. 

After beating Helena 
Sukova 6-1, 6-2 in the quar- 
terfinals Monday, Navratilo- 
va said she had managed to 
OMitrol her emotions about 
playing at Wimbledon for the 
last time. 

“1 have stopped thinking 
this is my last Wimbledon,” 
she said. “I am absolutely in 
the 'now', playii^ Wimble- 
don, period. 1 don't care if I 
have 10 more to go. I want 
this one. I want the next 
match. That's all I'm thinking 
about.” 

Five of the women’s quar- 
terfinalist were from the Un- 
ited States. Navratilova, 
Davenport, McNeil, Garri- 
son Jackson and Fernandez. 
That's the best U.S. showing 
anee 1985, when six Amer- 
icans made it to the quarters. 

Except for the 18-year-oId 
Daven^rt, the Americans 
are all in their 30s. 

“I think it's basically the 
grass more than anything.” 
Garrison Jackson, said. 
“It is a mature court, you 
have to use your head on it. 
Basically the more mature 
players are probably all- 
around players because you 


learn that the older you get.” 

Garrison Jackson, runner- 
up at Wimbledon in 1990, 
pulled off Monday's major 
upset by - beating second- 
seeded Arnatxa Sanchez 
Vicario 7-5, 4-6, 6-3. She said 
she was inspired by the suc- 
cess of fellow Houston native 
McNeil, who beat Florenda 
Labat in two tiebreakers. 
Monday. 

It's the first time in Wimb- 
ledon history that the top two 
women's seeds failed to reach 
the quaites. The 1981 U.S. 
Open was the last Grand 
Slam tournament where 
neither the No. 1 or No. 2 
seed played in the final. 

The men's quarterfinals 
are set for Wednesday: Pete 
Sampras vs. Michael Chang; 
Todd Martin vs. Wayne Fer- 
reira; Goran Ivanisevic vs. 
Guy Forget: and Becker vs. 
Christian Bergstrom of 
Sweden. 

The seventh-seeded Beck- . 
er completed a 6-7 (7-5), 7-5, ' 
7-6 (7-3), 6-7 (7-3), 7-5 vic- 
tory oxer No. 9 Medvedev. 
The match had been sus- 
pended by darkness Monday 
night at 1-1 in the fifth set. 
B^ker went down a break 
but came back and broke for 
the match in the 12th game. 


Excited Mansell returns to Formula One 


LONDON (R) — Motor rac- 
ing's worst kept secret was 
fii^ly let out of the bag 
Tues^y when it was con- 
firmed that Nigel 'Mansell 
would race for the 'Williams 
team at the French Grand 
this weekend. 

The news was officially re- 
leased by Williams commer- 
cial director Richard West at 
a packed news conference at 
Brands Hatch, the southern 
En^and circuit where Man- 
sell gained the first of his 30 
Grand Prix victories back in 
1985. 

Mansell, the reigning In- 
dycar champion, told repor- 
ters: “At the moment it's 
only a guest appearance this 
weekend... So I think the 
word comeback is quite a 
strong statement. 

“We are just being lent by 
the Newman-Haas (Indycar) 
team. It's very exciting. I 
think it's good for the sport. 


good for the fans and good 
for television. 

“I don’t think many drivers 
have the <^rportuni^ to drive 
the two largest series in the 
world simultaneously.'' 

Mansell has .been released 
by the Newman-Haas team 
because the French Grand 
Prix, at Magny Cours Sun- 
day. does not conflict with 
the Indycar series. 

Owner Carl Haas said: *T 
xvant to emphasise that this 
decision does not dtange our 
plans for the rest of the 1994 
Indycar season. Nigel, Paul 
Newman and I remain fully 
committed to defending the 
title we won last year." 

Williams managing diicc- 
tor Frank Williams said; “I 
am delighted that Carl has 
allowed Nigel to come , back 
and race for us in France. 
Nigel is a true racer and 1 
know everyone is looking f<M*- 
ward to working anth him 


SUPER DELUXE VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Furnished- or Unfurnished 

Tel. 862486 


a^in. I am confident he will 
cfo a great job for us.” 

Mansell, who will be 41 in 
August, explained his 
motivation, saying: “When 
you still f^l you are at the 
top of your game you are 
very comj?etitive.” 

The Bnton said that nxMiey 
was not a factor to his return 
to Grand Prix. He told repor- 
ters; "I have a lot of personal 
friends and you can count on 
more than the fingers of yoiir- 
hand the many people who 
have passed away (Mng this 
job. 

"The motivation, gentle- 
men, is not money. You can 
draw your own conclusions. I 
^ink the most precious think 
in life is life. This game is not 
something to be played 
rwth.” 

Mansell split with Williams 
amid acrimony two years ago 
but preferred Tiiesday to talk 
about “differenoes” of opin- 
ion." 

He said; "I think two years 
ago a lot of areas were taken 


(to heart) by myself personal- 
ly. But I found out over a 
year ago it’s big business. 

“There were certain busi- 
ness decisions that had to be 
taken then which did not go 
hand-in-hand with what I 
wanted personally. In the last 
two years I have seen a whole 
bigger jncture, especially liv- 
ing in America. I'm a little bit 
older, a little bit wiser." 

Mansell spent part of the 
morning testing the Williams 
he will drive in Sunday’s 
French race. A crowd of 
around 5,000 alerted to the 
return of their favourite, 
watched the Briton practise 
alone, delighted to have ^im 
back in the fold albeit, for the 
moment, only temporarily. 

Mansell, Formula One 
champion in 1992, will join 
Williams driver and compat- 
riot Damon Hill at Magny 
Cours, replacing Scotsman 
David Coulthani, who is 
bound to be disappoint^} af- 
ter finishing a respectable 
fifth in the (^nadian Grand 
Prix earlier this month. 



Nigel Mansell 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


- An international company seeks to employ an ambitious, 
motivated individual in its Catheters. Laproscopy Pro- 
ducts and equipment division. 

Requirements 

- Operation room assisting or nursing experience. 

- English language. 

- Sales experience. 

• Attractive compensation package lor the right c^didate 
in addition to training in relevant areas. 

Applicants to submit CV to P.O.Box 23113 Am- 
man, Jordan inclusive of 2 photos and school and 
college certificates no later than 20 July, 1994. 


Dufy Free 9AAB 900,1989 For 9ale 


In excellent condition , White color 
Automatic gear , Air condition 

Interested Call 643627/B Between 10 AM to 4 PM 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A two bedroom apt in a nice location in Shmeisani, 
large living/dining rm, kitchen, bath and guest WC. 
laundry room and veranda 
Telephone available. 

Cali: 665470 10:00-2:30/629837 after 5:00 


Job Opportnni 

Executive Secretary 

An executive secretarial posrticn has become available in 
'a major construction company. 

We are willing to consider applicants with the following 
background: 

-A- Foreign national. 
it Extensive computer competency. 
it Female, with at least five years of experience. 
Candidates should send their resume and a 
recent photograph to: Executive Position, 
P.O.BOX 7245, Amman-Jordan 


Your. personality. 


Comes out with our Jewellary. 
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Amra Hotel 
Amman 
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V 

Gnema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Gnqma TeL: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cincina Td.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 61^4 - 618275 

AMWAOUN 
Cineniii end IRiesere' 

Td.: 675571 

Nabfl A1 Mashini Theatie 

Nabil & Hfsham's Td.: 62S1SS 

AHLAN THEATRE 

JDSASSIC PARK 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8J0. 10:30 

Revenge The ^enSs 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCOIED *1’ 
SODYGUARD 

Shows: 12J0, 3J0, 6:00, 8:15, 10:15 

CONCORD *2* 
LOVER BOY 

Shows: 12J0, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Opening Soon 

The best Arabic and foreign movies 

Today & Everyday 
Abu Awwad in social comedy 

"PUNCTURBI BAG” 

Present their play: 

WHAT A PEACES 
(Salam Ya Salam) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed on Tues 
days. 
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Regent meets excelling students 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Hi^ness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, Tuesday received excelling graduates 
of Muta Uaiversity*s military studies department and 
congratulate them on their excellent results and wished 
them further p^ress and success in their life, llie Regent 
voiced pride in and aptpredation to the mduates as 
productive members of the society. Prince Hassan pre- 
sented a token gift — a collection of the books he wrote — 
to the students. The audience was attended by Muta 
University President Abdul Rahman Ateyyat and senior 
military officials. 


Pope meets A 2 iz; details unknown 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Adz met Pope John Paul on Tuesday, apparently 
taking his country's case for the lifting of a United Nations 
economic embargo directly to the pontiff. The Pope 
received Mr. A^, who is Christian, a day after the 
pontiff’s top diplomat told the Ir^i that the Pope wanted 
the embar^ to be reviewed. Tne Vatican issued no 
statement on Tuesday's meeting between the P(^ and Mr 
Aziz apart from announcing it took place. On Monday, 
after Aziz met Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal 
Angelo Sodano, a statement said Mr. Aziz briefed him on 
the economic c^culties faced by Ir^is. particularly foe 
poor, as a result of the trade sanctions. 


Arafat sets up own rights body 


TUNIS (AP) — Yasser Arafat is creating a human rights 
group in the autonomous territories to counter one 
established former 1^0 s^keswoman Hanan Ashrawi, 
Palestine Uberation Organisation (PLO) ofRdals smd 
Tuesday. Meanwhile Israel has rejected Samir Ghosheh’s 
partidpation in the Palestinian National Authority, which 
will supervise autonomy in foe Gaza Strip and Jericho. Mr. 
Gbosheh, member of foe PLO's Executive Committee, 
confinned foe action, but said he did not know why he had 
been axed. It was foe first time Israel, whidi must endorse 
Mr. Arafat’s cabinet, vetoed a prospective member. Mr 
Arafat ordered that foe Palestinian Human Riglits Com- 
mission to be created **independent and unaffected by 
internal or external influence,” said PLO offidals. Nfr. 
Arafat has named six members to his group, all of whom 
have been drawn from his Fateh group. Yehia Yekbluf, a 
member of foe committee, said Mr. Arafat dedded last 
week to create the group. He said the body would start 
woric immediately and left Tuesday for Jericho. PLO 
sources said the new body was bom out of Mr. Arafat’s 
anger over Dr. Asfarawi’s reftsal to join foe 24-member 
Palestinian National Authority. 


Najjab heads for autonomous Jericho 


AMMAN (AP) — A high-ranking Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) offidal on Tuesday headed for the 
autonomous West Bank dry of Jericho after almost two 
decades of exile. Suleiman Najjab is foe third member of 
the PLO’s niling ^ecutive Committee to leave for Jericho 
and Gaza Strip after foe two areas came under Palestinian 
self-rule on htey 4. Yasser Amr and Mohammad Zuhdi 
Nashashibi. Mr. Najjab's colleagues and ministers in the 
newly formed Palestine National Authority that will run 
the affairs of the Palestinian autonomy, left for Jericho and 
Gaza earlier this month. Mr. Najjab. is a native of foe 
West Bank town of Jebya. He was expelled from his 
hometown in May 1975 for anti-Israeli activities. He is also 
the secretary-general of the Palestine People’s Party. 


srael to receive F-16 fighters from U.S. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel will take delivery of several 
dozen F-16 fighter jets from U.S. stockpiles starting next 
month, air force chief Major General Herzl Bodinger said. 
He did not disclose the exact number of foe F-16 A/B 
’Fighting Falcon” planes in a briefing Monday to Israeli 
military correspondents, but press reports say it will be 
more than SO. An unspedfled number of U.S. Apache 
attack helicopteix and Blackhawk helicopters are also due 
to arrive in Israel by September, Gen. Bodinger said. The 
aircraft are part of a commitment made by foe Bush 
administration following the Gulf war and foe downscaling 
of the U.S. presence in Europe to deliver up to S900 million 
worth of hajrdware from U.S. military stockpiles to Israel. 


Maintain Iraq sanctions — Belgian minister 


KUWAIT (R) — Sanctions should be maintained against 
Iraq until it respects all U.N. resolutions including recogni- 
tion of its border with Kuwait, Belgian Foreign Minister 
Willy Qaes said on Tuesday. "‘We insist that all the U.N. 
resolutions be implemented and respected,” Mr. Qaes told 
reporters after talks with the emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
A1 Sabah, and the Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah. ‘T know there are a lot of industrial and 
commerda] delegations visiting Iraq but I think it is very 
important to maintain foe same line,” he earlier told foe 
omdal Kuwait News Agency. 


Bashir reaffirms Sudan’s Islamic option 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudanese leader General Omar 
Bashir reaffirmed his country's Islamic option Tue^ay, 
warning that his regime would not be diverts from its pafo' 
by what he descrii^ as an organised war against Muslims 
around the world. ‘"We will continue our march to raise 
high the banner of Islam,” Gen. Bashir was quoted by foe 
government Al En^ Al Watani as saying. Speaking 
shortly before the fi^ anniversary of his seizure of power 
in a bloodless coup on June 30, 1989, Gen. Bashir said that 
foe difficulties arising from a U.S. embaigo on aid to Sudan 
constituted “the labour pains before the rebirth of the new 
Islamic state.” His government was determined to carry on 
despite the difficulties, be said. 


Egypt denies its boats used to take arms 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian Infoimation Minister Safwat 
Al Sherif strongly deni^ on Tuesday that the U.S. Navy 
recently found Saudi arms bound for south Yemen on two 
Egyptian boats in the Red Sea. “This matter is completely 
baseless and contradicts Egypt’s position on foe Yemen 
problem,” Mr. Sherif said in an interview with the daily Al 
Jumhuriya. He said Egypt believed it was necessary "‘to 
Stop the fighting immediately" saying that “we must not 
(...) align ourselves with one side against the other.” 


Jerusalem Post journalist fiaces sack 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli journalist who wrote a 
spoof guide on how to assassinate Yasser Arafat may be 
sacked by foe Jerusalem Post, the editor told AFP on 
Tuesday. “It was outrageous,” said executive editor Da%^ 
Bar Ilian. “Sanctions will definitely be taken against’him 
after consultations with our administrators." Under tte 
headline “Killing Arafat” and a picture of Mr. Arafot in a 
gunsight, the story ran in a Friday advertising supplement. 
The English language daily issued a clarification on 
Monday. “Although intended as a satire, the article was in 
extremely bad taste. Our apologies to readers who were 
offended as we were,” it said. Mr. Bar Ilian said the free 
supplement was not under his direct control and foat a 
temporary editor put it together while his superior was off 
for two weeks. “The lawyers said it was okay but I said I 
did not want it in and he i^ored me and put it in,” Mr. Bar 
man explained. 


Rabbani should stay in office — court 


KABUL (R) — Afghanis- 
tan's supreme oouit, backed' 
tty leading Islamic derics, de- 
cided Pi^ident Bnrlianudfon 
Rabbani should renuun in 
office for six more months, 
sa^g his term did not legally 
ej^ro on Tuesday. 

^e move to extend Mr. 
RabbanTs term followed four 
days of battlefield triumphs 
by presidential forces that 
have swept bis opponents 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar and ex- 
communist warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum from 
positions in the capital, 
Kabul. 

‘ ^fo Mr. Rabbani and Mr. 
Hekmatyar were due to step 
down on Tuesday. 

“According to a resolution 


of the supreme court. Presi- 
dent Rabbani should stay on 
for another six months rased 
on die d^ion of ^ peo- 
ple’s representatives 18 
months ago,” Deputy Attor- 
ney General Mohammad Zia 
Omarkhel told a gafoering of 
SOTie SOO Islamic derics and 
offidals. 

’"Praise be to God,” 
shouted foe derics, along 
wifo senior generds of 
Rabbi’s forces, academics 
and lawyers meeting at foe 
Interior Ministry in war- 
shattered Kabul. 

The legal grounds for the 
dedaon appeared flimsy and 
anal^ts said it was unlikely 
Mr. H^matyar would aooein 
the move. 

Mr. Rabbani became presi- 


dent in June 1992, two 
months after the Mnjabedeen 
took power from the Soviet- 
installed government, and 
was reendorsed Ity a meeting 
of derics and officials frem 
across Afghanistan in De- 
cember of foat year. 

However, after months of 
bitter fighting between Mr. 
Rabbani and Mr. Hekmaty- 
ar, foe two men agreed in 
June 1993 they should hold 
office for one year from that 
time but did not reach a 
consensus on foe form of 
administration that shoitid 
follow. 

Not all participants at 
Tue^ay's meeting backed 
foe deosion and many said 
they had been ordei^ to 
attmid. 


”Periiaps only 10 per cent 
of j)c(^le agree with this de- 
cision,” said one academic 
who deefined to be named. 
”Tlie government fooukl be 
diosen by ail the parties.” 
Several speakers at the 
meeting said Mr. Rabbani 
should stay to avoid a 
vacuum of power. 

“If we don’t have a legiti- 
mate at^ority in Kabul the 
armed groups might come 
and loot the rest of the city,” 
women’s leader Qadriya Yaz-' 
dan Tarast said. “We want a 
leatimate government.” 
Blistering shelling that 
rocked foe dty on Monday, 
ransing many casualties, aib- 
sided to sporadic fire Ymt a 
Dostum jet bombed the 
capitaL kfling five people and 


injuring four. 

Offidak and hospitals say 
at least 80 people have been 
iriiiiirf and more than 4^ 
injured, many of them civi- 
lians, in the latest fierce bat- 
tles for supremacy between 
the president and forces 
the prime minister and his 
allies in Kabul. 


U.N. offidals said 10 peo- 
^ have l^n killed and 70 
injured In bombing raids by 
Efostum's jets on western 
Herat. 


The fitting has been the 
fiercest ^ weeks in Kd3ul, 
where more than 2,500 peo- 
ple have been killed since foe 
latest fitting between Rab- 
bani and Hekmatyar began 
on Jan. 1. 


ILS. Jews ask Rabin 
for Golan clarification 


The Jerusalem Post 
AMERICAN Jewish leaders 
have asked Prime Minister 
l^tzhak Rabin to publidy 
darify his position on a U.S. 
presence on the Golan 
Heights in foe event of a 
peace agreement, to stem 
brewing opposition by con- 
gressional Republicans, 
sources sdd.> 

America Jewish leaders 
said they were told privately 
.foat Israel is only seeking an 
American component to a 
multinational force, whose 
job would be to mmiitor en- 
forcement of a deal on foe 
Golan, and not serve as an 
in^pendent fighting force. 

Indeed, after Rabin 
ai^ieared at a closed-door 
session of foe Knesset foreign 
a^irs and defence commit- 
tee la^ month, reporters 
were told that the prime 
minister sought a monitoring 
force, rather than a fighting 
force, on foe Golan, much 
like foe one now located in 
the Sinai. 

If this was clarified, Amer- 
ican support for a U.S. pre- 
sence in the area would in- 
crease. an American Jewish 
offidal said. 

So far, Rabin has^frained 
from making any public ^te- 
ments oii the matter, saying |t 
was too soon to discuss it 
publidy. 

Attempting to darify mat- 
ters, Israel's Ambassador to 
Washington Itamar Rabino- 
vich briefed a select group of 
American Jewish political 
activists last week, and 
assured them that Israel 
wanted only a monitoring 
force. 

But tiiose in the U.S. con- 
cerned with foe issue remain 
confused. Even former 
Secretary of Defence Les 
Aspin, while visiting here 
earlier this month, said be 
thought Israel sought the de- 
ployment of Dp to a division 
of U.S. fitting troops. 

Rabin is believed to 
oppose this, fearing it could 


only constrain Israel and hurt 
relations wifo tte U.S. 

Moreover, a division con- 
tains up to 10,000 men, while 
the U.S. component in the 
Sinai monitoring operation is 
deemed to be less than 1,000 
men. 

Meanwhile, five Republi- 
can senators, led by Sra. Al 
D’Amaft) (New York) sent a 
letter to Resident BUI Qin- 
ton recently, voidng opposi- 
tion to foe deplo^ent of 
American troops on the 
Golan. Two .weeks ago, the 
House Republican study 
committee raid an informal 
briefing on this subjea, in a 
bid to stir opposition. 

D^ty Foreign Mimster 
Yossi Beilin has accused 
some Congresaonal Republi- 
cans of working with some 
American Jewish and Israeli, 
right-wing groups, in a bid to 
use foe U.S. troop issue as a 
way of torpedoing the Tsraeli- 
Synan peace tails. 

Also yesterday (Monday), 
a Western diplomat said U!S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher is lUcely to arrive 
in the region on July 12 or 13. 
in an attempt to revive the 
Israeli-Syrian talks. 


”1 think it is likely foat the 
secretary of state will come, 
altbongb nothing has been 
announced. He has approx- 
imately a week at his disposal 
before he heads off to foe 
annual ASEAN meeting in 
foe Far East,” be said. 

Christopher would be 
arrivii^ in foe region after 
attending the annum meeting 
of foe top seven industrial- 
ised countries (&7). which is 
to be held in Naples. 

The Western di^omats re- 
fused to answer a question 
about whether the U.S. 
would step up its involvement 
in foe laraeli-Sjrian negotia- 
tions by making its own 
bridging proposal. 

It is far from certain 
whether talks will progress in 
the absence of such a propos- 
al. 
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CALL FOR PEACE: Yemenis Cving in Britain dn% an end to foe dvD war in Yemen (see page 
demonstrate ont^e Downh^ Str^ deman- one) (AFP photo) 


Qadhafi says he is willing to 
hand over bomb suspects to Egypt 


Prince Edward’s 

girlfriend denies 
they’ve split up 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Li- 
byan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi is prepared to hand- 
over to E^t two men sus- 
pected in the Lockerbie 
bombing provided they are 
not tried in either foe United 
States or Britain. Egyptian 
papers reported Tuesday. 

Colonel Qadhafi told jour- 
nalists late Monday that he 
had agreed with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak “to 
trajisfer the two siispecis to 
Egypt” during meetinj^^ be- 
tween the two leaders in 
Libya. 

“E^t would then be re- 
sponsible for them and would 
guarantee to transfer ttem to 
the place fixed for their 
trial,” Col. Qadhafi said, 
stressing foat any trial would 
have to be “elsewhere other 
than foe United States and 
Great Britain.” 


the Hi^e 
received in 


have 

the 


Justice in 
been well 
West. 

But Washington and Lon- 
don have both rejeaed the 
ideas, saying the United Na- 
tions had called for foe men 
to be extradited for trial 
either in the United States or 
in Britain. 


The two men are accused 
of being behind the bombing 
of a Pan-Am Boeing which 
exploded over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in December 1988, 
killing 270 people. 

Col. Qadhafi said an Arab 
League proposal for Scottish 
magistrates to try the men in 
the International Court of 


"‘It seems a solution has 
been found” and that the 
proposal “will be submitt^ 
as a resolution to the U.N. 
Security CousoT for adop- 
tion.’^ Col. Qadhafi. said. 

He said the proposal was 
backed tty Egjpt and the 
Organisation of African Uni- 
ty as well as the. Arab 
I^gue. 

U.N. sanctions have been 
imposed on Libya following 
its refusal to handover the 
men and those involved in 
foe bombing of a French pri- 
vate plane over Niger in 19^ 
which kilted 170 people. 

The Libyan News Agency, 
JANA, quoted Col. Qadhafi 
as saying foe West may clamp 
an oil embargo to force foe 
surrender of the two sus- 
pects. 

“If the West comes to 
boycott Libyan oil, this act 


would be an extreme barbar- 
ism,” it quoted Cul. Qadhafi 
as sayii^ at a news conference 
after his meeting with Pr^-. 
dent Mubarak on Monday. 

“Tliere is no reason for an 
escalation (of sanctions). An 
embargo on Libyan oil will 
make them (the Western 
countries) the losers,” JANA 
reported Col.. Qadhafi as 
saying. 

“Tne threat (for ^ embar- 
,go) means in practice starving 
of peoples like foey (foe 
West) did with Iraq. Hiis is 
unacceptable,” he added, re- 
ferring to sanctions clamped 
on Iraq after it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

In April 1992 foe Secu^ 
Coundl banned all civilian 
flights to and from Libya, foe 
sale of aircraft parts and arms 
and called on its members to 
reduce diplomatic ties wifo 
the country. 

It also banned foe sale 
parts for, refineries but did 
not cut off sdes of drilling 
e(]dpment for oil, which is. 
Lioya's main export and 
accounts for ^ per cent of 
exfxirt earnings. 

Hie sanctions are reviewed 
every 120 days and were re- 
new^ in April. 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
latest royal romaiwe is 
and w^ and wedd ^_ bel ls 
still on foe cards, Bntam*s 
tabloid newspapers said 
Tuesday. They quoted 
Sophie Rhys-Jones, the gjrl: 
friend of the qaeeo s 
youngest son Prince Edward, 
as saying their relationship 
was far frCMn over, as one 
newspaper bad daimed a day 
earlier. “We have not split 
up,” the sun quoted^ foe 29- 
year-old public relations ex- 
ecutive as saying- “It’s noi^ 
sense, it simply isn't true,” 
she said about tbe rift 
rumours, according to tte 
Daily Ejqness. Friends said 
foe couple bad spent a happy 
weekend together at Qu^ 
Elizabefo’s castle in \^indsor, 
west of Lrmdon. The Daily 
Mirror, which said Monday 
foat Prince Edward and A&. 
Rhys-Jones had cancelled 
plans for foeir widely ex- 
pected wetk&og and split up, 
stud: by its story. paper 
had quoted a courtier as 
saying the bride-to-be bad 
second thoughts about be- 
coming a Windsor wife after 
foe unhappy experiences of 
Princess D&a and the Dudir- 
ms of York, whose marri^m 
bofo ended in separation. 
Prince ^ward, 30, has de- 
dined to comment on. foe 
reports. Up until now, royai- 
watcbeis were convinced that 
Prince Edward's long- 
standing romance wifo kte. 
Rby^Jones would result in 
marriage later this year, put- 
ting some much-needed ro- 
mance back in the scandal- 
rocked bouse of ^Hfindsor. 


72-year-old loses 
way In land of 
midnight sun 


Post-peace agendas in making as talks near 


This is tbe Gftb and last in a series of reports filed by the 
witeraf^a two^y trip through areas in close proximity 
to Jordanian territa^ occupied by Israel. 77iereninio/tiie 
tenitoiy to Jordan is one of the t<^)ies for when 

Jordanian and braeli n^otiators meet next month. 


By P.V. Vivckaiiaiid 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Optimism is 
the dominant sentiment 
among Jordanian offidals 
as well as security forces 
that Jordan is not only on 
the ve^ of securmg its 
territorial and water rights 
from Israel but also foat the 
Kingdom would see unpre- 
cedented development pro- 
jects as a result of resolving 
foe decades-old conflict. 

Almost every phase of 
the offidaldom and the 
Armed Forces are busy 
preparing for next month’s 
negotiations with Israel on 
deUneating the boundaries 
and restoring the King- 
dom’s water rights in the 
region’s waters. 

The preparations are on 
every level: on the docu- 
mentation and maps foat 
Jordan will be armed with 
to press its demand for 380 
square kilometres of its 
land in the south and 0.83 
square kilometres in foe 
north, records of Israeli 
violations of Jordanian 
territory since tbe creation 
of the Jewish state, related 
U.N. observations, doeu- ’ 
ments related to water 
rights, patterns of Israeli 
seizure of Jordan's water 
share etc. etc. 

“We have everything 
documented and re- 
corded,” said Munther 
Haddadin, a senior peace 
negotiator. “These records 
are foe best supporting evi- 
dence for our dunanfo for 


foe return of our rights,” 
Dr. Haddadin told repor- 
ters as he led a media tour 
of tbe ceasefire lines wifo 
Israel last week. 

The media tour itself, the 
first of its kind, was a clear 
indication of the optimism 
in Jordan that the conflict 
with Israel could be on its 
final phases. Comments by 
officials and army officers 
throughout the two-day 
mission underlined chang- 
ing attitudes and a steady 
move towards accepting 
the fact that coexistence 
wifo the Jewish state is 
going to be a reality in 
Jordan's political life. 

However, nobody is 
underplaying the difficul- 
ties Jordan faces in its 
negotiations with Israel. 
“T^y are simply not going 
to hand over oar territory 
and rights to us in a plat- 
ter,'’ said an army officer. 
“They are going to bring up 
every argument in tbe Imk 
to rkluce the size of the 
land and attach conditions. 
But we are prepared for 
any such approaches.” 

Army engineers work at 
repairing old desert roads 
in foe south almost totally 
unused after the 1967 wax. 
These roads lead to Jorda- 
nian territory occupied by 
Israel since 1948, but, with 
prospects bri^t for a re- 
turn of foe land to the 
Kingdom the armed forces 
are preparing themselves to 
the day when they take it 
over. 


On a higher level, con- 
tacts are underway to set a 
date and place for the first 
Israeli-Jordanian meeting 
on border demarcation. A 
border delineation panel is 
the first order of business. 

Under the Jord'anian- 
Israeli agreement to discuss 
the border and water rights 
of the Kingdom, the venue 
of foe tails was shifted to 
Jordan and Israel. For 
some, the switch is signifi- 
cant. but offidals point out 
foat because of the simple 
feet foat foe issue on the 
table will be border and 
water it would not make 
sense to discuss it anywhere 
away from physical proxim- 
ity to the actual area. 

“What are we supposed 
to do? Tell the Israelis we 
don't want to discuss foe 
return of our ri^ts to us if 
the talks are held in the 
region?” asked a member, 
of the Jordanian peace 
negotiating team. “We 
have been pragmatic all 
along, and let us continue 
foat tradition.” 

Informed sources said 
“several options of rites 
and dates” are under con- 
sideration for the talks. As 
of early this week, no defi- 
nite decision had been 
reached. But it is expeaed 
that foe talks would be^n 
some time after July IS. 

Most encouraging and 
reassuring to Jordan was its 
diplomatic success in con- 
vincing Israel to accept the 
1928 British mandate maps 
as foe basis for delineating 
the Kingdom's boundaries. 
The territory that Jordan is 
demanding falls very much 
within those boundaries, 
and, as such, offidals here 


believe, Israel could not 
hope to put up with any 
defence for its continu^ 
occupation of the land. 

“It is Jordanian 
sovereign land, and it 
should be and would be 
returned to Jordan,” said 
Dr. Haddadin. 

On a broader level. Dr. 
Haddadin said, Israel's 
acceptance of Jordan’s per- 
sistent call for delineating 
border has broken new 
ground. 

“It means that Israel 
accepts that the present 
"borders' are not the right 
borders and there is a need 
to delineate the borders,” 
said Dr. Haddadin. “But 
the overriding factor here is 
that the Israeli acceptance 
that its eastern borders are 
with Jordan — wifo no 
prejudice to the territorial 
ri^ts of the Palestinians — 
has shattered extremist 
arguments.” 

“It is a historical prece- 
dent," he added. 

Dr. Haddadin was refer- 
ring to Israeli extremist 
argument foat foe Jewish 
state had rights to “all foe 
Biblical land of Israel." 
stretching from “the 
(Mediterranean) Sea to the 
(Euphrates) River” of 
Iraq. 

As the negotiators and 
diplomats are arming them- 
selves with counterargu- 
ments to every conceivable 
argument that Israel might 
bring up, officials are at 
work reviewing the possibi- 
lities of economic and so- 
cial development in Jordan 
in an atmosphere of peace 
and tranquility that would 
attract foreign as well as 
local investment. 

“We have ambitious de- 


velopment programmes for 
the underdeveloped parts 
of the country, particularly 
the south," said an official, 
gesturing to the vast ex- 
panse of desert in that part 
of the Kingdom during the 
media tour last week. 

‘"There are unlimited 
posribillties once we reach 
a peace settlement, and we 
are very excited about it.” 
added the official, who pre- 
ferred not to be identified. 
‘"We are preparing the 
ground for the day when 
discussions would eventual- 
ly turn to development pro< 
jects and economic coop- 
eration.” 

Proposed projects in the 
context of regional coop- 
eration in peacetime in- 
clude a Jordanian-Israeli- 
Egyptian highway, an air- 
port between Aqaba and 
Eilat, a transnational park 
and a free zone in addition 
to coordination and joint 
projects related to environ- 
mental and ecological pro- 
jection. 

Senior army officers who 
are tradition^ly reluctant 
to discuss political issues 
have shed their inhibitions. 
Their pointed references to 
development projects and 
possible sites indicate not 
only a high state of aware- 
ness of day-to-day develop- 
ments but also a conviction 
foat military tensions in the 
region are on their way out. 

“It's only a five-minute 
walk from here, but it 
could also be a lifetime," 
an army officer told repor- 
ters pmnting to foe beaches 
of Eilat from a watchtower 
at Araba across a barbed 
wire fence and the mined 
border strip. “Hopefully, 
this will change soon.” 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A 
fishinsffip went b^y wroi^ 
for a^-year-old Sw^ and 
-his 16-year-old grandson 
when foey got lost cm tbe car 
drive borne and ended up 
£5S0 falome&es from home ! 
de^ in tbe Arctic c^e. 
Pohee in Kiitenes, a hortb- 
ern Norwegian town border- 
ing Russia, said tire 72’^^- 
ola was beiag treated in a 
local hospftal for eidbiaustion 
after drr^g fin* foree da 3 rs 
without sti^Tping ^ in the 
wrong directicHi. The pair set 
off the central Swedish 
town of Snndsvall last week 
for a trip to foe inland lakes 
rraon of Jamtland, about 
lOD Idlofnetres away. On the 
way home, foe elderly man 
beaded north instead of south 
and continued beading north- 
wards de^te asking dtrec- 
tiems regulariy in Norwegian 
towns, ending up in Kir- 
Icenes. The next stop north 
after that northerly town is the 
North Pole. Kirkenes police- 
man Bjorn Syversen told the 
daily Dagens Nhheter the 
epic journey came to an 
abrupt end outside Kirkenes- 
when tbe man fell asieqi at 
foe wheel and crashed into a 
ditch. The pair were con- 
vinced they were near Sund- 
svaD, despite northern Nor- 
way s dramatic Qords and 
mount^ being very diffe- 
rent from tbe rolling plains of 
ccnfral Sweden. “They mb- 
read the map. After three 
simply 

Now they’re both lyine ex- 
here in 

fGrkeiies, he said, 

con- 

by ^ region’s mid- 
night sun. In northern Scan- 
dinavia at this time of vear 
foere is 24 hours of dayli^t. 

Sikh scholar 
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shoes 
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